The Secular Gazette
Supporting Science, Reason and the Separation of Church and State

Issue #24 November 15, 2011

Reaction form our mis-quoted Jefferson billboard is still coming in. . A quick Google search for
‘Jefferson Atheist Billboard’ listed over than 300 websites and blogs referring to the billboard,
and the hits on our site went crazy at over 50 times the usually hits.

Contents:

But instead of the 90%positive emails we have received from our past billboard campaigns,
90% of the emails from the TJ billboard were negative. I assume that the reason there was
such a dramatic switch in opinions was because it went national and it sparked those who are
not only Christian, but also believes that America was founded on Christianity. The negative
comments also reflect the growing polarization of the evangelists vs. secularists in our country.
It mirrors the growing separation of our two major parties as well. Instead of working our
problems out in the middle of the ring, we’ve gone to each other’s corner, making the bell
shaped curve of politics and belief in religion more like a U-curve.

Skeptics Corner

There was no polarization in the 60’s and 70’s when I was growing up. Why now? I think it’s
because of the need for the self-righteous power from the Religious Right to infuse their need
for a deity in American politics. Chances are there would not be a fierce anti-theist movement
without the RR’s agenda being forced into America’s political structure. It shows that belief in
religion can negatively affect the American culture by dividing us, not uniting us.

Born Atheist

Somehow I wish things were back to the more moderate stance from the 60’s – both in politics
and religion. Oh- by the way – didn’t my mother say never to talk about these two topics in
polite company?

Bruce Gleason, Editor
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By Mark Hohmeister
Learn more about the issue at "Science-Based
Medicine," http://www.sciencebasedmedicine.org, a
website edited by Dr. David Gorski and Steve Novella.
It says something about the current respect for science
in America that Dr. David Gorski — a blogger, breast
cancer surgeon and associate professor at Wayne
State University — was coming to speak to Florida
State College of Medicine students about "science-based medicine."
One faithful reader sent me a note on onions, marked "PLEASE READ TO THE END:
IMPORTANT." Apparently, if you have the flu and leave a slice of onion by your bedside, you will be cured, because the
onion sucks all the "germs" out of the air — and, by extension, you. It saved a farmer's family during the 1919 pandemic.
This also is why chicken salad goes bad. It's not the mayonnaise; it's those darned onions attracting all the germs! Uh,
OK.
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But I can top that. There also was a note on the craze of "chicken pox lollipops." Parents are terrified that vaccines will
instantly render their children autistic. So what are these concerned parents doing instead? They're exchanging by mail
lollipops licked by complete strangers who have chicken pox, so that their children can then lick them and become
"immune." I kid you not: A young person we know was invited to a local party at which children would be exchanging fluid
from pox pustules.
Dr. Gorski, you couldn't get here soon enough.
Read the entire article HERE http://www.ntskeptics.org/news/news.htm

Science News

No Need to Shrink Guts to Have a Larger
Brain
ScienceDaily (Nov. 9, 2011) — The so-called expensive-tissue
hypothesis, which suggests a trade-off between the size of the brain and
the size of the digestive tract, has been challenged by researchers at the
University of Zurich. They have shown that brains in mammals have
grown over the course of evolution without the digestive organs having to
become smaller. The researchers have further demonstrated that the
potential to store fat often goes hand in hand with relatively small brains - except in humans, who owe their increased energy intake and correspondingly large brain to communal child
care, better diet and their ability to walk upright. Read the rest of this article HERE.
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/11/111109131304.htm

Rising Air Pollution Worsens Drought, Flooding, New Study Finds
ScienceDaily (Nov. 13, 2011) — Increases in air pollution and other particulate matter in the atmosphere can
strongly affect cloud development in ways that reduce precipitation in dry regions or seasons, while increasing
rain, snowfall and the intensity of severe storms in wet regions or seasons, says a new study by a University of
Maryland-led team of researchers. Read the rest of this article HERE
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/11/111113141304.htm

Astronomers Find Clouds of Primordial Gas from the Early Universe,
Just Moments After Big Bang
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ScienceDaily (Nov. 10, 2011) — For the first time, astronomers have found pristine clouds of the primordial gas
that formed in the first few minutes after the Big Bang. The composition of the gas matches theoretical
predictions, providing direct evidence in support of the modern cosmological explanation for the origins of
elements in the universe.
Read the rest of this article HERE http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/11/111110142050.htm

Astronomers Discover Complex Organic Matter Exists Throughout
the Universe
ScienceDaily (Oct. 26, 2011) — Astronomers report in the journal Nature that organic compounds of unexpected
complexity exist throughout the Universe. The results suggest that complex organic compounds are not the sole domain
of life but can be made naturally by stars.
Prof. Sun Kwok and Dr. Yong Zhang of The University of Hong Kong show that an organic substance commonly found
throughout the Universe contains a mixture of aromatic (ring-like) and aliphatic (chain-like) components. The compounds
are so complex that their chemical structures resemble those of coal and petroleum. Since coal and oil are remnants of
ancient life, this type of organic matter was thought to arise only from living organisms. The team's discovery suggests
that complex organic compounds can be synthesized in space even when no life forms are present. Read the rest of this
article HERE. http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/10/111026143721.htm

Exclusive: Orbital solar power plants touted for energy
needs
By Jim WolfPosted 2011/11/13 at 8:16 am EST
WASHINGTON, Nov. 13, 2011 (Reuters) — The sun's abundant
energy, if harvested in space, could provide a cost-effective way to
meet global power needs in as little as 30 years with seed money
from governments, according to a study by an international
scientific group. Orbiting power plants capable of collecting solar
energy and beaming it to Earth appear "technically feasible" within
a decade or two based on technologies now in the laboratory, a
study group of the Paris-headquartered International Academy of
Astronautics said.
Such a project may be able to achieve economic viability in 30
years or less, it said, without laying out a road map or proposing a
specific architecture
Read the rest of this article HERE http://www.newsdaily.com/stories/tre7ac0j1-us-space-energy-solar/
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ChurchChurch-State Legal News

Florida County's Commandments Display
Violates Constitution
Watchdog Group Urges Court To Strike Down
Sectarian Display At Dixie County Courthouse

November 09, 2011 Officials in Dixie County, Fla., have no right to erect a Ten Commandments display in front of their
courthouse, Americans United for Separation of Church and State has told a federal appeals court.
In a friend-of-the-court brief filed today, Americans United argues that efforts to display the six-ton granite
Commandments monument at the seat of government are spearheaded by Religious Right groups that want to send a
message of exclusion to Americans who don’t share their fundamentalist theology.
“Dixie County officials have no business telling county residents to ‘Love God and Keep His Commandments,’ as this
monument does,” said the Rev. Barry W. Lynn, Americans United’s executive director. “County officials should display the
Constitution, not a religious exhortation, in front of their courthouse.”
The AU legal brief traces the history of involvement by Religious Right groups (and their political allies) that have
promoted Ten Commandments displays.
“As the religious diversity in the country has increased…the Religious Right has perceived a growing threat to – in fact, an
attack on – Christianity,” asserts the brief. “In response to this perceived attack, the Religious Right has appropriated the
Ten Commandments as a symbol of Christian dominance in an attempt to cast religious minorities and the non-religious
as outsiders. Contemporary presentations of the Decalogue on government land thus communicate a message to nonChristians of outsider status in American political life – creating the very situation that the First Amendment was intended
to avoid.”
The brief also asserts that the display has allowed Dixie County officials to wade into theological controversies.
“Displaying the Ten Commandments on government property not only requires choosing a religious text over a
nonreligious one, it also necessitates a choice among religions,” the brief says, noting that the Commandments version
displayed is explicitly Christian.
The case, American Civil Liberties Union of Florida, Inc. v. Dixie County, Florida, is pending before the 11th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals. A lower court struck down the display. Americans United is asking the appeals court to affirm that
decision.
The brief was drafted by attorneys Barbara E. Etkind and Carrie Collier-Brown of the international law firm Troutman
Sanders LLP, with input from Americans United’s Legal Director Ayesha N. Khan, Senior Litigation Counsel Alex J.
Luchenitser, and Steven Gey Fellow / law clerk Natalie Shapero.
Several civil liberties organizations joined the brief: Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organization of America; the Sikh
American Legal Defense and Education Fund; and United Sikhs.
See all of Americans united press releases HERE http://www.au.org/media/press-releases
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Prayer proves God doesn't exist
November 11, 2011|By Bruce Gleason
Printed in the Daily Pilot 11/12/11

Can one prove a negative hypothesis?
It's usually very difficult to prove a negative hypothesis, but when a
claim of attributes of a deity are made, and those claims have
evidence that they do not exist, then it is partial proof of the nonexistence of said deity.
The claim: The God of the Bible hears prayers and answers them in the affirmative.
"And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive." (Matthew 21:22)
"Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have
them." (Mark 11:24)
And a more current claim: the God of the Bible hears prayers and answers yes, no or maybe.
Both of these claims can be proven false by the 49 prayer studies during the past 52 years. Most studies use hospitals
because there is no greater place where prayers happen, other than a church, synagogue or mosque. Turns out that
people of all faiths as well as atheists get healed the same. No one faith is healed greater than another. An atheist's
"hopes" get answered just the same as a Christian's/Jew's/Muslim's (pick any religion) "prayers."
But wait — "God planned it that way," Christians say. "God knows you're doing the study so he heals everyone the same."
Why does he do such a thing? "God wants to remain hidden," they respond.
Excuse me for a moment, but there are multiple things that seem out of place here.
First of all, God wasn't hidden 2,000 years ago. And if God is here now, where are those ultra-miracles to be seen?
Secondly, how does anyone know what God wants (if He exists)? It seems to be a terribly inadequate answer that's just
made up to appease the believers who will accept it along with their confirmation bias. Thirdly, does this mean that these
measly humans can change the mind of God simply by doing a study? If we do a study on any subject, does the same
reasoning apply? If so, all of the scientific studies in the history of science can be labeled moot. What if someone is
praying not for the hospital patients but for the study itself (to prove there is a God)? Would God then answer those
prayers by proving He can actually change/heal anyone? Fourthly, what about all those poor patients in the hospitals who
could have been healed by God if we weren't doing the study!
This doesn't prove that God absolutely does not exist, but it sure puts a dent in anyone thinking that prayer works. And if
prayer doesn't work, why pray?
BRUCE GLEASON is the director of Backyard Skeptics and Freethought Alliance and is recently responsible for placing
secular-oriented billboards in Orange County.

Looking for a good tax write-off?
Freethought Alliance is a 501C3 organization and will gladly use your tax-deductible
donation to promote secular values and the public education of non-belief. Use the
DONATION button at freethoughtalliance.org to make your donation of any amount.
http://freethoughtalliance.org/donate.html
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Evo Education

NSTA poll on climate change education
Challenges to climate change education are
common in the classroom, according to a poll of
science educators conducted by the National
Science Teachers Association. Although 60% of
respondents to the on-line poll reported that they
were not concerned about how climate change is
taught in their school, 82% reported having faced
skepticism about climate change and climate
change education from students, 54% reported
having faced such skepticism from parents, and
26% reported having faced such skepticism from
administrators.
The NSTA poll also invited respondents to describe
their particular concerns about how climate
change is taught in their school, list specific
barriers and challenges teaching climate change,
and explain how they have altered their pedagogical strategies in response to criticism or
skepticism about climate change; a sampling from their responses — including comments from
teachers who accept, are agnostic about, and reject the idea of climate change — appears in
NSTA's article (November 7, 2011) describing the poll.
NSTA's poll was informally conducted among its members, however, as was a similar survey
conducted among the members of National Earth Sciences Teachers Association in 2011. (NESTA's
report on its survey is expected to be published in November 2011. As NCSE previously reported,
NESTA's executive director Roberta Johnson told Science, "Evolution is still the big one, but climate
change is catching up.") A rigorous survey of the prevalence and nature of climate change
skepticism in the classroom apparently remains to be performed.
http://ncse.com/news/2011/11/nsta-poll-climate-change-education-006941

Enjoy what you’re reading?
Please contribute a painless $.99 bi-monthly donation to keep receiving the Secular
Gazette e-newsletter. Help support promoting secular values in America.
http://freethoughtalliance.org/donate.html
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Reaction to the “Non-Quote” from Jefferson on billboard
By Bruce Gleason
Although I placed the “Jefferson” billboard in Costa Mesa, CA believing that this quote was made by Jefferson, I soon
learned it was not. It was started in 1906 by an unknown author. Although the quote was not known to be of Jefferson,
he had plenty to say about religion and Christianity. (see the AMA press release below). Huffington Post, OC
Register, Secular News Daily, American Humanist Association press release, Christian Post , Youtube, LA Examiner and
over 300 other website and blogs. The email sent to us was 90% negative compared to 90% positive from the other
billboard campaigns we have sponsored. See Backyard Skeptics’ ‘Comments’ section for more discussion on this
billboard. http://backyardskeptics.com/wordpress/contact-us/

From the American Humanist association:
Humanist leaders expressed enthusiasm about a recently removed California billboard that is focusing
national attention on Thomas Jefferson, the Founding Father who advocated for a wall
of separation between church and state. "It's uplifting to see Americans discussing the views of Jefferson and
examining his influence on the secular nature of our constitution,” said Roy Speckhardt, executive director of the
American Humanist Association.
The catalyst for this new interest in Jefferson comes from a billboard paid for by a local California group called
the Backyard Skeptics. The billboard used a statement widely attributed to Jefferson: “I do not find in Christianity
one redeeming feature. It is founded on fables and mythology.” The sentiment on the billboard is not out of character
for Jefferson, despite its misattribution. Quotes (from the Monticello website) show Jefferson did indeed find serious
fault with religion:
“Millions of innocent men, women and children, since the introduction of Christianity, have been burnt, tortured,
fined, imprisoned: yet we have not advanced one inch towards uniformity. What has been the effect of coercion?To
make one half the world fools, and the other half hypocrites. To support roguery and error all over the earth.”
"...those who live by mystery & charlatanerie, fearing you would render them useless by simplifying the Christian
philosophy, the most sublime & benevolent, but most perverted system that ever shone on man, endeavored to
crush your well earnt, & well deserved fame."
"Question with boldness even the existence of a god; because, if there be one, he must more approve the homage
of reason, than that of blindfolded fear."
The billboard and subsequent discussion is highlighting how "Jefferson, along with other Founding Fathers, had no
intention of founding a specifically Christian nation," continued Speckhardt. "Backyard Skeptics leader Bruce
Gleason appropriately accepted responsibility for the billboard and spurred a great opportunity to validate
Jefferson's critique of religion and reverence for reason."
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###
The American Humanist Association (www.americanhumanist.org) advocates for the rights and viewpoints of
humanists. Founded in 1941 and headquartered in Washington, D.C., its work is extended through more than 100
local chapters and affiliates across America.
Humanism is a progressive philosophy of life that, without theism, affirms our responsibility to lead ethical lives of
value to self and humanity.

Positive comments from backyardskeptics.com:
I firmly believe that Christianity is used to control, manipulate and terrorize. They rape and torture but it's ok because their
doing the lords work and there god will forgive them anyway. This is apparently acceptable in our society!
I support your cause 1000%. I firmly believe that Christianity is NOT the way and I am more than done with their reign on
the human race!!!
Keep up the great work!!!
I really admire all that your group is doing, Thanks for being a voice for us non-believers in Orange County!
Thank you for your efforts to stop the insanity known as religion. I try everyday to help dispel this mythology that is blindly
followed by most people. I do believe that religions will disappear completely in about 200 or 300 years from now
The news about the quote/mis-quote on your Costa Mesa billboard got my attention way down here in Bible Thumping,
Georgia. I pasted it on the net and, whether Jefferson actually wrote that or not, I have two things to say to you
folks. “Thanks” and “Keep up the good work.

Negative comments from backyardskeptics.com:
Change your name to BACKWARDskeptics.com. The more you attack Christianity and the more it will bite you in the ass.
A pissed-off agnostic (YOU DO NOT SPEAK FOR ME!!!!!!!!!!!!!!)
It is my "opinion" that you atheists hate GOD so much because of your arrogance and contempt for the idea that there is
a higher power that is morally and intellectually superior to yourselves. Science is your GOD.
HANG IN THERE. SOONER OR LATER YOU TO WILL BE ON YOUR KNEES, AT LEAST MUMBLING TO
YOURSELF A PRAYER TO GOD.
Last I looked - the USA MAJORITY believe in God and have a fundamental Christian belief system. Therefore, making
this a Christian nation.
Atheist care not capable of rational thinking, they have no foundation to base their science as Albert Einstein has
acknowledged and Charles Darwin did at the end of his life, Darwin spent his life trying to prove God did not exist. Atheist
is a group of people who try to use false data (Global Warming Scam) and out right lying (Bill Board with Quote not that of
Thomas Jefferson) to try an convince others of their perception Sadly atheist try to take the rights of Christians away,
Christians do not do that to atheist, without Christians and a Government that is Christian based, there will be no freedom.
When you all stand before the King of kings Jesus Christ you can feel free (if you can stop shaking long enough) to tell
Him that He is not real. If you Idiots stopped long enough to think, if we are the ones who are delusional why does it
bother you all so much
Atheisms is a religion; you must have blind faith to hold its beliefs

Include Freeethought alliance in Your Estate Planning
Arrange a bequest in your will or trust or make Freethought Alliance the beneficiary of an insurance
policy, bank account ot IRA. It’s easy to do. Please contact us at
http://freethoughtalliance.org/donate.html
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God is Imaginary

Proof #3 - Look at historical gods
The belief in "god" seems to be ubiquitous through the ages.
We know, for example, that the ancient Egyptians believed in their
gods so fervently that they built massive structures like the Great
Pyramid -- still today one of the largest and most enduring human
constructions ever created. Despite that fervor, however, we know
with complete certainty today that the Egyptian gods were
imaginary. We don't build pyramids anymore and we do not
mummify our leaders.
More recently we know that tens of millions of Romans worshiped
Jupiter and his friends, and to them they built magnificent temples.
The ruins of these temples are popular tourist attractions even
today. Yet we know with complete certainty that these gods were
imaginary because no one worships Zeus any more.
Much more recently, we know that the Aztec civilization believed in their gods so intensely that they constructed huge
temples and pyramids. In addition, Aztecs were so zealous that they were sacrificing hundreds of human beings to their
gods as recently as the 16th century. Despite the intensity, however, we know today that these gods were completely
imaginary. The Aztecs were insane to be murdering people for their gods. Killing a person has no effect on rainfall or
anything else. We all know that. If the Aztec gods were real, we would still be offering sacrifices to them.
Today's "God" is just as imaginary as were these historical gods. The fact that millions of people worship a god is
meaningless.
The "God" and the "Jesus" that Christians worship today are actually amalgams formed out of ancient pagan gods. The
idea of a "virgin birth", "burial in a rock tomb", "resurrection after 3 days" and "eating of body and drinking of blood" had
nothing to do with Jesus. All of the rituals in Christianity are completely man-made. Christianity is a snow ball that rolled
over a dozen pagan religions. As the snowball grew, it freely attached pagan rituals in order to be more palatable to
converts. You can find accounts like these in popular literature:
•

•

"The vestiges of pagan religion in Christian symbology are undeniable. Egyptian sun disks became the halos of
Catholic saints. Pictograms of Isis nursing her miraculously conceived son Horus became the blueprint for our
modern images of the Virgin Mary nursing Baby Jesus. And virtually all the elements of the Catholic ritual - the
miter, the altar, the doxology, and communion, the act of "God-eating" - were taken directly from earlier pagan
mystery religions."
"Nothing in Christianity is original. The pre-Christian God Mithras - called the Son of God and the Light of the
World - was born on December 25, died, was buried in a rock tomb, and then resurrected in three days. By the
way, December 25 is also the birthday or Osiris, Adonis, and Dionysus. The newborn Krishna was presented with
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Even Christianity's weekly holy day was stolen from the pagans."

It is extremely hard for a Christian believer to process this data, but nonetheless it is true. All of the "sacred rituals" of
Christianity, and all of Christianity's core beliefs (virgin birth, resurrection, etc.) come straight from pagan religions that
were popular around the time of Jesus. Articles like this and this can help you learn more. Once you understand the
fundamental truth of Christianity's origins, the silliness of this whole thing becomes apparent.
Obviously the pagan believers, from whom Christianity derived its myths, worshipped gods that were imaginary. And thus
our "God" today is just an extension of these imaginary forerunners. All human gods are imaginary.
Read the rest of this article HERE http://godisimaginary.com/i3.htm
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Skeptoid
By Brian Dunning

Re-printed with permission

Top 10 Worst Anti-Science Websites
My list of the worst offenders on the web in the promotion of scientific and factual misinformation.
The Internet is a dangerous place. It's full of resources, both good and bad; full of citations linking one to another,
sometimes helpfully, sometimes not. Today we're going to point the skeptical eye at ten of the worst web sites in
terms of quality of science information that they promote. To make this list, they not only need to have bad
information, they also need to be popular enough to warrant our attention.
Many of these sites promote some particular ideology, but I want to be clear that that's not why they're here. Sites that
make this list are only here because of the quality of the science information that they advocate.
As a measure of each site's popularity, I'm giving its ranking on Alexa.com as of this writing. Of course this changes over
time, so I'm rounding them off to give a general idea of each site's traffic. Also, I'm giving its US traffic ranking, as
these are English language sites and the worldwide rankings are skewed by sites in China, Russia, and the rest of the
non-English world. For a starting point of reference, Skeptoid.com's ranking is currently about 40,000, meaning that
40,000 web sites in the United States get more traffic than I do. And, compared to the number of web sites there are,
that number is actually not half bad — but note how it compares to some of these sites promoting misinformation.
Let's begin at the bottom of our list of the worst offenders, with a site that nevertheless has staggering amounts of
traffic:
10. Huffington Post huffingtonpost.com Alexa ranked #23

Google PageRank 8

The Huffington Post is arguably one of the heaviest trafficked news, opinion, and information sources on the Internet.
Its many editors and 9,000 contributors produce content that runs the gamut and is generally decent, with one
exception: medicine. HuffPo aggressively promotes worthless alternative medicine such as homeopathy, detoxification,
and the thoroughly debunked vaccine-autism link. In 2009, Salon.com published a lengthy critique of HuffPo's
unscientific (and often exactly wrong) health advice, subtitled Why bogus treatments and crackpot medical theories
dominate "The Internet Newspaper". HuffPo's tradition is neither new nor just a once-in-a-while thing.
Science journalists have repeatedly taken HuffPo to task for this, and repeatedly been rebuffed or not allowed to
submit fact-based rebuttals. HuffPo's anti-science stance on health and medicine appears to be deliberately systematic
and is unquestionably pervasive.
9. Conservapedia

conservapedia.com Alexa ranked #13,600

Google PageRank 5

Conservapedia was founded by Christian activist Andrew Schlafly as resource for homeschooled children, intended to
counter what he saw as an anti-Christian bias in Wikipedia and science information in general. It is, in short, an
encyclopedia that gives a Young Earth version of every article instead of the correct version. If you want to know about
dinosaurs, geology, radiometric dating, the solar system, plate tectonics, or pretty much any other natural science,
Conservapedia is your Number One resource to get the wrong answer. That it is intended specifically as a science
resource for homeschooled children, who don't have the benefit of an accredited science teacher, is its main reason for
making this list. Read the rest of this article HERE http://skeptoid.com/episodes/4283
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Why It Is Important to Resist
the 9/11 Cross

the 9/11 Cross? Surely this is not worth fighting about.
We’re better off taking a stand in more important battles.
Unfortunately, that tactically flawed perspective only
plays to the advantage of our patient enemy.

By Tyson Gill
From the American Atheists newsletter
Printed with permission

In war, even the most insignificant farmhouse can have
tremendous strategic importance. That little farmhouse
becomes an important rallying point and staging ground
for further incursions. Once taken, that ground can be
extremely difficult to take back.

In the ongoing war to defend the Separation of Church
and State in America, the Religious Right is the
unrelenting aggressor dedicated to bringing down that
Wall. And make no mistake: The Religious Right views
it as a war even if we do not. It is hardly melodramatic to
acknowledge that they will never be satisfied until they
insinuate their beliefs into all facets of personal and
public life. If we are not vigilant and vigorous in
defending our Wall of separation, we will eventually
find that the Religious Right has intruded into all aspects
of our lives.
Yet there are some who disagree with our efforts to
protect our Wall. Take, as one example, the controversy
over the so-called “9/11 miracle cross.” They say, let’s
be reasonable, it’s a little thing, who does it hurt, just let
them have their cross, we must pick our battles, it is
unbecoming to make this an issue.
While I am not totally unsympathetic with this view-I have long advocated the teaching of fact-based
thinking as the best long-term strategy for ultimately
overcoming belief--I’m sure that other secular groups are
doing this.
Appeasement Doesn’t Work
Concurrent with a long-term educational effort, we
absolutely must also maintain a strong and effective
defense against the incessant attacks upon our secular
freedoms. When challenged with daily forays waged by
the Religious Right, we have long been largely silent and
passive. Our “live and let live” attitude of appeasement
has not served us well and the Religious Right has been
quick to leverage every little opening we have permitted
them.
That is why I am so encouraged to see NYC Atheists
taking up the difficult and thankless job of defending us
all against the unceasing pressure from the Religious
Right.
That said, let’s consider: Is it wise to make an issue of
11

After the Religious Right installs their cross in a highly
visible public forum, they will inevitably launch some
new initiative. This is not a theoretical slippery-slope
argument, but the established pattern of their ongoing
campaign. By ceding that “small” issue, it becomes
extremely difficult to defend against the next one. They
will be able to make legitimate and convincing
arguments that since we didn’t object to the cross, it
would be arbitrary, inconsistent and petty to object to
their next escalation.
A Strategically Important Battle
And it is true that we cannot fight every battle and we
must pick them carefully. The Right is waging attacks on
too many fronts to defend them all. But that is precisely
why battles like the 9/11 cross are so strategically
important. Even if the victory is mainly symbolic, we
must appreciate that highly visible symbolic victories are
the most important of all. One symbolic victory, on
either side, can greatly impact innumerable other real or
potential conflicts.
I applaud NYC Atheists in this effort and thank them.
I encourage everyone who is concerned about the
influence of Religious fundamentalism to present a
united front and support NYC Atheists in their efforts to
protect against those who cannot understand or will not
recognize the rights of people who do not share their
beliefs. ?

Dr. Tyson Gill, who has a doctorate in inorganic
chemistry, worked for many years as a research
scientist. He returned recently from working for the
Peace Corps in rural South Africa, where he taught
science in “a very challenging environment of beliefbased thinking.” He is the author of “Belief in Science
and the Science of Belief”

The Third Annual

Orange County Freethought
Alliance Conference
Promoting Science, Reason and Critical Thinking

Our theme: “How is Science and Reason
Making A Better World?”

UCI May 19 & 20th, 2012
With a special debate Saturday night – open to the public
This will be Orange County’s third secular conference, where all freethinkers, humanists, atheists, agnostics, and church
and state separatists can mingle with some of the most famous secular leaders of our time. Our speakers will inspire,
educate and entertain you.

Mr Deity

Michael Shermer

Robert Price

Brian Dunning

Phil Zuckerman

Barbara Forest

Richard Carrier

Jim Underdown

Dan Barker

Aron Ra

Dave Richards

Oct 1 – Dec 31 Early-bird Pricing:
Saturday afternoon: $50, Saturday night debate: $20, Sunday:$80, All-weekend pass:$120
Jan 1 – May 10 Pre-Registration:
Saturday afternoon: $60, Saturday night debate: $20, Sunday:$90, All-weekend pass:$130
At-The-Door pricing,
Saturday afternoon: $70, Saturday night debate:$20, Sunday:$90, All-weekend pass:$150
Child-Car services: $20 per day $10 Box Lunch on Sunday

www.Freethoughtalliance.org
.
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Backyard Skeptics
is a 501C3 grass-roots organization based in
Villa Park, CA which sponsors monthly
meetings with interesting secular speakers,
dinner-and-a-movie nights, science-oriented
field trips, outreach programs for letting others
know about our secular community and atheist
advocacy programs. If you are local to Orange
County you are welcome to join out meetup
group to receive announcements of upcoming
events. http://www.backyardskeptics.com

NEWS

(more at backyardskeptics.com)

11/10/11 Religion and Obesity; Report Associates
Religious Activity With Weight Gain
11/10/11 Nun Excommunicated Over Allowing LifeSaving Abortion Given Honors
11/8/11 Dobson: U.S. in ‘trouble with God’ if Obama
reelected (with video)
11/5/11 Bankrupt church wants donations for pastors for
pastor’s sick wife ferried in limo
Backyard Skeptics is now on Facebook and twitter – if
you’re a Facebook fan then join our group page by
searching for Backyard Skeptics. Follow us on Twitter at
Backyardskeptic (no ‘s’ at the end)

Also see the “Newsworthy Articles
section on the Backyard Skeptics
website for interesting and insightful
articles.
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11/3/11 Yoga is the Work of the Devil

11/2/11 Let’s talk to dead people! Alleged-medium
James Van Praagh talks to dead people in Laguna
beach Oct 19, 2011
11/1/11 Americans United Blasts Congress For
Wasting Time On ‘In God We Trust’ Resolution
10/27/11 Misquote on Jefferson Billboards causes
media stir. See the articles here:
ABC news
(video).…….Huffington Post …..…OCRegister…...
LA Examiner ….Christian Post……. Google
“Atheist Jefferson Billboard” and find 200 other
articles.
10/13/11 American Cancer Society refuses
$500,000 from atheists
9/27/11 Why young Christians aren’t waiting
anymore

Backyard Skeptics Events
Our Next Monthly Meeting: Tuesday November
22. Dress warm – even our 6 patio heaters
might not be enough!
Our Next Monthly Meeting: Tuesday
November 22, 7pm. A Debate with the
Christian apologist William Lane Craig (from an
edited DVD). Test you wits with one of the
best, if not the best Christian defender in
America. Admission with dinner is $10, without
dinner is $5.

Other events which are coming up at Backyard
Skeptics:

Blackstar Canyon visit with the OC
Astronomers Club
Pub Crawl in downtown Orange
Habitat for Humanity volunteer day
Music Appreciation night – rock,
classical and jazz
Mt Wilson Observatory night (we are
renting the 60” telescope for the
evening!)
Orange County Freethought Alliance
conference May 19 & 20, 2012
Borego Springs overnighter with the OC
Astronomy Club
Joshua tree camping overnighter in
June.

Local Events
(Also on the Backyardskeptics.com page)

Nov 15 IEAA monthly meeting
Nov 16 Dinner with Freethinkers
Freethinkers LA & SoCal meetup
Nov 16, 7pm LA SoCal Freethinkers,
Bambo House, 4852 Hollywood Blvd.
Nov 17 San Fernando Atheists United
6:30pm
Nov 19 IIG monthly meeting CFI-West
11am
Nov 19 Professor Pennypickes in
Temecula IEAA 12pm
Nov 20th IEAA Breakfast 10:15
Riverside
Nov 20 11am Prophet’s Prey – Warren
Jeff’s & The Fundamental Morman
Church CFI-West, 4773 Hollywood Blvd
Nov 20th Long Beach Atheists 11:30
brunch

Looking for a good tax write-off?
Freethought Alliance is a 501C3 organization and will gladly use your tax-deductible
donation to promote secular values and the public education of non-belief. Use the
DONATION button at freethoughtalliance.org to make your donation of any amount.
http://freethoughtalliance.org/donate.html

14

Born Atheist

Chapter 18

Gays and religion.
If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman,
both of them have committed an abomination: they
shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon
them. The Bible

Society’s understanding of gays has changed
dramatically in my lifetime. In the past 50 years,
homosexual relations have gone from being illegal in
every state, to being legal in all states with domestic
partnerships authorized in eight states and gay marriage
recognized in five states and the District of Colombia. As
recently as 1973, homosexuality was considered a
mental illness by the American Psychiatric Association
and up until 1975 by the American Psychological
Association. Until 1961, every state in the U.S. outlawed
gay sex. By 2003, it was only nine states, and after the
2003 U.S. Supreme Court decision in Lawrence v. Texas
all laws prohibiting gay sex were overturned. In that
case, writing for the majority, Justice Kennedy said gays,
“are entitled to respect for their private lives. The State
cannot demean their existence or control their destiny by
making their private sexual conduct a crime. Their right
to liberty under the Due Process Clause gives them the
full right to engage in their conduct without intervention
of the government. ‘It is a promise of the Constitution
that there is a realm of personal liberty which the
government may not enter.’ [Such a law] . . . furthers no
legitimate state interest which can justify its intrusion into
the personal and private life of the individual.” In a short
time, gays have moved from being “outlaws” in all states
to ever-increasingly becoming “in-laws.”
In the past 50 years, science has not clearly established
what makes people gay, but it has established that they
are born that way. Gay people are born that way, and it
is grossly unfair to apply ancient rules to deny them
equality in the modern world. Without religion, there is no
reason other than prejudice to deny gays equal rights,
including the right to marry. As in so many other
instances, religious scriptures, written by men and fixed
in time, have been unable to adapt to a changing world.
Religionists have singled out gays for particularly
venomous attacks. The battle cry of “god, guns and
15

gays”
helped to
form a
coalition of
the rich and
stupid,
where the
rich got tax
breaks, pro-

business judges and lax enforcement of laws and
regulations while the stupid got “protection” from
gay marriage and a promise that one day abortion would
be outlawed. Hatred against gays has served as a
strong fund-raising issue for both the religious right and
the Republican party.
Why the majority of religionists hate gays is unclear.
Perhaps it springs from the goal of enforcing
procreation not recreation when it comes to sexuality. Or
perhaps it encourages in-group dedication when a weak
minority is singled out for abuse. Having a scapegoat
may be useful to religionists. For example, the 9/11
attacks and Hurricane Katrina have been blamed on
gays. Or maybe the religionists fear same-sex
attractions in themselves and prove they are
heterosexual by condemning homosexuals. But perhaps
it is just a reliable fund-raising technique. Whatever the
reason, the negative approach to gays affects a sizable
minority. Studies estimate that between 2-10% of the
American population is gay. Working with an
intermediate figure of 5%, there are 15 million gays in
the U.S., more than all the atheists, Jews and Mormons
combined. That is a lot of people who are hurt
by the religionists’ prejudices.
Read the rest of this article HERE
http://bornatheist.com/18.html

Opinion

AIDS, Homophobia & the Religious Right
Charles L. Rulon
Emeritus, Life & Health Sciences
Long Beach City College

Medieval religious beliefs intensified the
persecution of AIDS victims
Scientists have been working around the clock for
decades to conquer AIDS, a tragic disease spread by a
deadly virus that has already killed tens of millions of
people. Like most crises, AIDS has brought out the best
and the worst in human nature. Thousands of professional and voluntary care-givers have generously come
forth to care for the sick. Fund raisers have generated
millions to fight this disease. These are expressions of
human compassion at its best.
But AIDS has also aroused mean-spirited responses due
to the fact that the disease first struck already stigmatized populations: gay men, IV drug users and prostitutes. Attacks against gay men began to rise sharply in
the late 70s, shortly after the epidemic hit. In 1979, the
president of the Southern Baptist Convention announced
that AIDS was God's way of indicating His displeasure
with the gay lifestyle. His view was widely supported
across our nation in thousands of Christian churches
and on hundreds of Christian television and radio
stations to tens of millions of followers.
Over three decades later millions upon millions of
Christians in the U.S. continue to believe that homosexual behavior is hated by God, that AIDS was brought
by God as a punishment, and that those with AIDS must
have deserved it for their “wicked lifestyle." This is in
spite of the fact that:
a. Monogamous gay men rarely got AIDS, unless they
shot drugs.
b. Almost no lesbians were infected with the AIDS virus.
c. In Africa, Asia and South America, heterosexual populations were the hardest hit with AIDS.
d. Many heterosexuals in the U.S. acquired AIDS via
blood transfusions from contaminated blood.
e. Tens of thousands of newborn babies got AIDS from
their infected mothers. This religious "wrath of God"
explanation for AIDS has been used to explain deadly
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epidemics throughout history. Yet, would the elimination
of any disease have been possible if this disease really
were caused by an angry god? Kill the rats and fleas
and the plague disappears. Eliminate the mosquito and
malaria disappears. Sterilize the drinking water and
cholera disappears. Vaccinate enough people and small
pox is eradicated. If history is any guide, AIDS will also
be eventually conquered. But it won’t be by Christians
persecuting homosexuals, or by Muslims burying them
alive.
In the meanwhile, those who believe that AIDS is God’s
way of punishing homosexuals will not be donating
money to fight this disease. Nor will they be helping
those who are dying alone in some hospital, or on some
street corner, shunned even by their "God fearing"
relatives. Instead, their “wrath of God” beliefs and
propaganda will actually help to spread AIDS. This is
because young males who want sex from women will
rarely reveal any past homosexual or IV drug usage.
Neither will married gay men who are still in the closet to
their wives. So the virus spreads to women and then to
their fetuses during pregnancy.
In addition, the Christian Right with its non-stop efforts to
elect conservative judges, legislators and school boards,
plus its relentless error-filled propaganda and watchdog
activities, has blocked many educational programs related to AIDS for the last three decades. They have kept
homophobia alive, kept sex education out of the schools,
and kept IV drug addicts from obtaining sterile needles.
The Catholic Church and AIDS
One of the biggest obstacles to AIDS education and to
AIDS control programs over the last three decades has
been the Roman Catholic Church—a church that ministers to the spiritual needs of roughly one-sixth of the
entire world population!

In 1986 the first condom commercials finally began to
appear on television. But it was not because the U.S.
had the highest rate of unplanned teen pregnancies and
one of the highest rates of sexually transmitted diseases
of all Western developed nations. No. Instead, it was
finally in response to the deadly serious AIDS epidemic
that broke out in the late 1070s. Even then the uproar,
political pressure and threatened boycotts from the
Christian Right, in particular the Roman Catholic Church,
squashed most ads.
In 1989, Cardinal Bernard Law of Boston even urged
Catholic parents to pull their children out of public school
AIDS classes because their discussions of sex and condoms were "amoral." Just teach children to be good and
to abstain, said the Archdiocese.
In 1995, Catholic officials in Brazil criticized the
government's new AIDS prevention campaign because it
advocated the use of condoms to protect against the
spread of AIDS. In 1996, even though Kenya had a very
serious AIDS problem,

Kenya's top Catholic bishop publicly burned several
boxes of condoms along with pamphlets promoting safe
sex.
Catholic Church officials have declared that condoms
offered no protection against AIDS. Some have even
asserted that condoms actually caused AIDS by lulling
people into believing they were protected. Health
professionals continue to strongly disagree. Dr. James
Prescott voiced his outrage back in 1987: "The
willingness of the Roman Catholic church and moral
fundamentalists to subordinate the prevention of the
spread of a deadly disease that will take millions of lives
to their ill-conceived religious beliefs of perceived evil in
condom usage simply staggers one's sense of moral
consciousness."i Almost 25 years later, little has
changed.ii

Enjoy what you’re reading?
Please contribute a painless $.99 bi-monthly donation to keep receiving the Secular
Gazette e-newsletter. Help support promoting secular values in America.
http://freethoughtalliance.org/donate.html
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Secular DVDS from
FreethoughtAlliance.org
BackyardSkeptics.com

journalist, Jill Stewart. $10
Sean McDowell vs. BYS - Commonalities of
Christians and Atheists
Sean visits Backyard Skeptics, then Bruce Gleason
and Mark Smith visit Sean's church in
San Juan Capistrano A 2-DVD set. $15
Sarah Dunn - Atheists in Prison: How the law,
culture, psychology shape prison Populations $10
Dave Richards - Exploring logical fallacies and how to
identify them $10
Eugenie Scott - Creationism, evolution, education,
and politics, Taped at Chapman University, Orange
CA $10
Orange County 2010 Freethought
Alliance Conference 2- DVD set
Enjoy 12 full-length seminars and an evening
discussion panel for only $30

Both of these sites have one of the largest
selections of secular DVDs available
anywhere. Most DVDs are only $10. Make a
contribution to your secular organizations by
ordering one of our entertaining and
educational DVDs

Does God of the Bible Exist? A 6Person Panel Debate, December 2009 $20
"The God Question" Debate between Shermer & De'Souza $10
Bruce Gleason - "Why Am I Am Atheist" speech at
Calvary Church, Costa Mesa, CA $10

The 2011 Orange County Freethought Alliance
Conference 3-DVD set. !3 wonderful speakers.
Enlightening, Educational and inspiring. $34
Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion: An Anthropological
Survey of the Supernatural World with Adrian Novotny,
Ph.D. $10 special

Dan Barker 2 DVD set - Jesus Myth or Fiction?
and Why I Became An Atheist $20
Chris Mooney - The War on Science: What Have We
Learned? CFI lecture $10

Thomas Quinn - ”God Needs Therapy” (a comedy) $12

John Shook - The God Theory is Dead CFI lecture
$10

Dr. Richard Carrier; How Christianity Began Is Proof
Enough It's Bunk $12

Edward Tabash - America at the Crossroads $10

San Diego Secular Humanist Conference 2011 Entertaining speakers, engaging insights and thoughtprovoking lectures. 2 DVDs $45
Ali Ayaan Hirsi
Ali is a spokesperson for human
rights and a proponent against female
mutilation in Muslim countries. Her riveting personal
story is told with the help a local
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Sean Carroll - The Origin of the Universe and the
Arrow of Time CFI lecture$10
Ross Blocher - Swaddling Cloth out of Whole Cloth:
Problems with the Nativity Story CFI lecture $10

Richarddawkinsfoundation.org
James Randi Educational Foundation
randi.org/site
Southern California
Secular Humanist
Conference.org (in
San Diego)
Whatstheharm.net

Funny Stuff

Local Southern California groups and
links

National Secular Links
Here are several secular links to other
organizations supporting secularism, science and
skepticism around the world:

Americans United for Church and State
Separation, National au.org
American Humanist Assoc.
americanhumanist.org

Atheist Alliance International atheistalliance.org
American Atheists atheists.org/
Military Assoc. of Atheists and Freethinkers
atheists.org
ACLU.org
BERTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY
www.users.drew.edu/~jlenz/brs.html

Ateos Unidos: The group for Spanish speakers!
3rd Saturdays at 11 a.m. at the Center for Inquiry
West, 4773 Hollywood Blvd.
Contact Liliana at 323-466-4223.
Americans United
Meets the third Sunday of the
month at 1:30pm at the Irvine Ranch Water District

15600 Sand Canyon Ave. Irvine, CA 92618
http://www.au-oc.org/
AU General Meeting: 4th Sundays, 11:00 a.m. at
Center for Inquiry West,
4773 Hollywood Blvd. Presentation followed by lunch
and afternoon activity.
Board meets briefly at 10:30 a.m. for members’
concerns. Childcare is available.
http://atheists.meetup.com/705/

CFI centerforinquiry.net
camp-quest.org
Freedom From Religion Foundation

ffrf.org

jennymccarthybodycount.com
Meetup.com (search for humanist, agnostic, atheists or
church and state in your area)
National Center for Science Education
People for the American Way
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ncse.com

pfaw.org

Adopt-a-Highway: Help us keep our roads clean in the
name of atheism!
AU hosts the southbound strip of the Glendale
Freeway, Hwy 2, south of the 210.
Keeping the road clean allows us to keep our signage
there. Good exercise, and fun company! Two
Saturdays a month. Dates vary. Contact Steve 310670-7131

BackyardSkeptics.com – meets once a month in Villa
Park (Orange County) also see meetup.com/backyardskeptics

Center for Inquiry -Lectures 1st and 3rd Sundays,
11a.m. 4773 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles.
Free for members of CFI, $6 for non-members
http://centerforinquiry.net/la
FreethoughtAllaince.org – sponsors debates and events
in southern California
Free Thinkers for Liberty.org

Freethinkers for Liberty
is an organization of humanists and others who reject all
superstition, in favor of rationality and critical thinking,
who also respect the freedoms our forefathers described
in the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

Freethinkers Toastmasters: Want to improve your
speaking abilities in a fun and supportive group?
Join FTTM on 2nd & 4th Saturdays at 2 p.m. at the
Center for Inquiry West.
More information: David: 310-479-6318.
http://www.freethinkersclub.org
GALAH: Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists- 2nd
Sundays, 1 p.m.,
Center for Inquiry West, 4773 Hollywood Blvd.
Contact Ken Wolverton 818-554-9858 or
galahla@aol.com

JanGoings@aol.com
http://atheists. meetup.com/ 499/
Lancaster “Antelope Valley Freethinkers” 4th Thurs.,
7pm, Camille’s Garden Cafe, Lancaster
http://atheists. meetup.com/ 615/
Long Beach: 3rd Fridays, 7 p.m., at Hometown Buffet,
290 E. 4th St.
Meal cost is $16. Contact Rodney 562-437- 4370 or
Hank Schultz,
whschultz@mac.com.
http://atheists.meetup.com/487/
Orange County Atheists, meets one a month at the
IHOP across from OC Airport
http://www.ocatheists.com/
Orange County Atheist United Chapter: 2nd Sundays,
10:30 a.m.,
Tee Room, 3100 Irvine Ave Newport Beach
Contact Norman 310-408-8653 (cell).
Atheists United San Fernando Valley: 3rd Thursday,
6:30 p.m., Kountry Folks Restaurant,
on Sepulveda Blvd. and Chase St.
Contact Henry at 818-988-2806, after 5:00 p.m.
http://atheists.meetup.com/614/
San Diego New Atheists and Agnostics

http://www.meetup.com/atheists-518/
Generation Atheist: A meeting group for atheists in
their 20s and 30s, 3rd Sundays, location changes
monthly. http://atheists.meetup.com/724/Hollywood/

Atheists United Santa Clarita: 2nd Sundays, 11 a.m.,
at Greenhouse Café, 26586 Bouquet Cyn. Rd., Santa
Clarita http://atheists.meetup.com/670/

East LA: 2nd Tuesdays, 7 p.m. at Atwater Village in
Glendale .Contact Steven Gibson 562-900-2834.
http://atheists.meetup.com/212/

Atheists United South Bay/Torrance: 3rd Sundays,
7p.m., At Marie Callender’s, 2979 Artesia Blvd,
Redondo Beach http://atheists.meetup.com/729/

Humanist Association of Orange County
Meets the
third Sunday of the month at 1:30pm at the Irvine

Atheists United Ventura: 4th Mondays, 7pm,
E.P. Foster Library, 651 E Main Street, Ventura.
Contact Brian Parra for info: 805-794-4714,
venturaatheists@yahoo.com
http://atheists.meetup.com/494/

Ranch Water District 15600 Sand Canyon Ave.
Irvine, CA 92618
http://www.meetup.com/OCHumanists
Humanist Association of Los Angeles: 2nd Sunday,
11:00 a.m.,
Colorado Center Community Room (same as Yahoo
Center),
2500 Broadway, Santa Monica (near corner of 26th
Avenue and Broadway); Contact: Larry Taylor 310479-2236,
larry-a-taylor@att.net
Inland Empire: 1st Wednesday, 7 p.m., Riverside
Unitarian Church 3657 Lemon St., Riverside Contact
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Ventura “Freethought Parents Network”:
Kids playgroup meets every Tuesday at 11am,
Locations subject to change
http://www.meetup.com/freethoughtparents/
WestValley Secular Humanists: Last Sundays, 2 p.m.,
Daphne’s Greek Café, 5780 Canoga Ave. Unit B,
Woodland Hills
http://secularhumanism.meetup.com/17/
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