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Last month Backyard Skeptics placed a 48’x14’ billboard off the Costa Mesa freeway and Fair
Drive which said “Tis the Season to Celebrate Reason – Happy Winter Solstice Non-Believers!”
This was our softest non-theistic message among our many billboard campaigns in this, the most
conservative county of our state. Most Christians don’t know their own Christmas roots, which
amount to a total of ZERO traditions based on Christianity. Yes – all the traditions of the holiday
season, excluding the mythical Christ’s birth, was in some way tethered to an older usually pagan
religious celebration tradition. Mistletoe, caroling, gift-giving, ordainments on the tree, a holiday
tree, and all the other activities we
do stem from non-Christian roots.
Even Easter has all the hallmarks of
pagan traditions. Christianity has
commandeered Christmas!
I really don’t mind celebrating
Christmas with my family members.
I use the season to share family
updates and stories with friends and
celebrate the life that we are
fortunate to live. The eating of
turkey and ham especially makes me
feel all warm and fuzzy with the
company of those who I love.
Atheists can celebrate the holidays
too. We just don’t have the spiritual
or religious connection that 76% of America does, but that doesn’t mean we can enjoy what was
originally celebrated just as it was three to four 4 millennia ago: the winter solstice and the return of
the longer days ahead.
Backyard Skeptics, a 501C3 organization, will be adding another billboard off Beach Blvd, a major
north-south thoroughfare in Orange County in Westminster later this week, (below) in association
with American
Atheists based in
New York, NY and a
new controversial
billboard in a very
predominant location
off the 55 freeway in
several weeks.
Our goal? To
educate believers on
the humanistic values atheists have and to have a voice for over 18% of Americans that choose to
select the “not affiliated with any religion” box.

Bruce Gleason, Editor
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Skeptic’s Corner

Seriously? Indiana & New
Hampshire Want to Teach
Creationism
Submitted by AUSCS on Jan 4, 2012
By Rob Boston
It looks like opponents of creationism are going to have their
hands full in 2012. The new year is just a few days old, and
already we’ve seen several anti-evolution bills popping up in
the states.
In Indiana, state Sen. Dennis Kruse has introduced S.B. 89, a
bill that would allow public schools in the state to “require the
teaching of various theories concerning the origin of life,
including creation science, within the school corporation.”
Kruse has been on this crusade for a number of years and
has introduced versions of this bill before. They always died.
But Republicans now control the state Senate, and Kruse is chairman of the Senate Education Committee. From this
powerful perch, he can agitate for this misguided legislation.
There remains one huge problem with the bill: It is patently unconstitutional. Our good friend Genie Scott, executive
director of the National Center for Science Education, told the Fort Wayne Journal Gazette that Kruse's bill would run
afoul of Edwards v. Aguillard, a 1987 Supreme Court ruling that struck down a Louisiana law requiring “balanced
treatment” between creation science and evolution.
“The law is very, very clear on this,” Scott said. “If this bill is passed, it is going to be challenged, and they will lose. The
case law is so strong against them.”
Meanwhile, some New Hampshire legislators have introduced a pair of truly kooky bills. State Rep. Jerry Bergevin’s bill,
H.B. 1148, would order the state board of education to “[r]equire evolution to be taught in the public schools of this state
as a theory, including the theorists’ political and ideological viewpoints and their position on the concept of atheism.”
Bergevin believes that teaching evolution leads to Nazism and school shootings. More here:
http://www.opposingviews.com/i/religion/christianity/seriously-indiana-new-hampshire-want-teach-creationism

New Year Brings New Attacks on Evolution in
Schools
http://www.livescience.com/17693-evolution-publicschool-bills.html
Stephanie Pappas, LiveScience Senior Writer
Date: 01 January 2012 Time: 08:38 AM ET
The new year is bringing new controversy over teaching evolution in
public schools, with two bills in New Hampshire seeking to require
teachers to teach the theory more as philosophy than science.
Meanwhile, an Indiana state senator has introduced a bill that would
allow school boards to require the teaching of creationism.
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New Hampshire House Bill 1148 would "require evolution to be taught in the public schools of this state as a theory,
including the theorists' political and ideological viewpoints and their position on the concept of atheism."
The second proposal in the New Hampshire House, HB 1457, does not mention evolution specifically but would "require
science teachers to instruct pupils that proper scientific inquire [sic] results from not committing to any one theory or
hypothesis, no matter how firmly it appears to be established, and that scientific and technological innovations based on
new evidence can challenge accepted scientific theories or modes."
Innovation can indeed overturn old ideas, but the theory of evolution is too well-established to be tossed out like
yesterday's garbage, scientists say.
"Bill 1457 turns skepticism into bewilderment," said Zen Faulkes, a biology professor at the University of Texas, Pan
America. "It would ask teachers to say to students, 'Don't commit to the hypothesis that uranium has more protons than
carbon,' or 'Remember, kids, tomorrow we might find out that DNA is not the main molecule that carries genetic
information.' Evolution is as much a fact as either of those things, so it should be taught with the same confidence."
More here: http://www.livescience.com/17693-evolution-public-school-bills.html

Science News

First Earth-sized planets netted
Planet hunt finds two orbs of terrestrial proportions orbiting a distant sunlike star

By Nadia Drake
January 14th, 2012

The first two Earth-sized exoplanets, Kepler-20e and Kepler-20f, are
depicted here compared to Earth and Venus. Scientists think Kepler-20f
could have an atmosphere, but suggest that extremely hot conditions on
Kepler-20e would have evaporated any atmosphere. Tim Pyle

The newest exo-apples of the planet-hunting Kepler space
telescope’s unblinking eye are two rocky, Earth-sized planets
hovering around Kepler-20, a sunlike star 950 light-years
away.
Though snuggled too close to their star to be habitable, these first Earth-sized worlds confirmed by the Kepler team are
another big step forward for the planet hunters, who recently found a planet somewhat larger than Earth orbiting a sunlike
star at a distance hospitable to life. Finding habitable distant worlds — Earth-sized planets at the right distance from their
stars to allow the presence of liquid water — is the team’s ultimate goal.
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"The hunt is on to find a planet that combines the best of both of these worlds — a true Earth twin," says David
Charbonneau, an astronomer at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics in Cambridge, Mass., and a coauthor of
a study describing the small planets that appears online December 20 in Nature.
One of the planets, the pragmatically named Kepler-20e, is a bit smaller than Venus — 0.87 times as wide as Earth —
and completes a trip around the star every 6.1 days. The other, Kepler-20f, is 1.03 times as wide as Earth, and a year on
that planet would last just 19.6 days. Because the planets are so small, they’re probably made of ingredients similar to
Earth’s.
Depending on where and how it formed, Kepler-20f could even have developed a water vapor atmosphere, says planetary
scientist Jonathan Fortney of the University of California, Santa Cruz. “If it started out with the amount of water we had on
Earth and Venus, it’s probably long gone — just like it is on Venus,” he says. “But if that planet had a tremendous amount
more water, then it might have some left over.” Read more here:
http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/337052/title/First_Earth-sized_planets_netted

Lunar probes to resolve mystery
of moon's interior
By Irene KlotzPosted 2011/12/30 at 12:43 pm EST

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida, Dec. 30, 2011 (Reuters) — Two
robotic NASA probes are due to arrive at the moon this weekend
to resolve a long-standing mystery of what is inside Earth's natural
satellite and how it got there. The 667-pound (303-kg) craft of the
U.S. space agency's Gravity Recovery and Interior Laboratory, or GRAIL, mission have been flying to the moon since
their joint launch in September. GRAIL A is due to begin a 40-minute braking maneuver to put itself into orbit around the
moon at 4:21 p.m. ET on Saturday, with GRAIL B following suit 25 hours later. Both are needed for the intricate gravitymapping mission scheduled to begin in March. "We won't be celebrating a lot until after we get GRAIL B into orbit late
afternoon on New Year's Day," said project manager David Lehman with NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena,
California.
Once in position 34 miles above the moon's surface, the GRAIL probes will fly in a line, speeding up and slowing down in
response to minute gravitational tugs. The data will be used to model the moon's interior, a key piece of information still
missing despite more than 100 previous missions to the moon.
Scientists believe the moon formed when an object about the size of Mars smashed into Earth shortly after the formation
of the solar system about 4.5 billion years ago.
"We understand little really of how this formation happened and how it cooled off after the violent event," said GRAIL lead
scientist Maria Zuber with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
One long-standing puzzle is why the far side of the moon is so different from the side that permanently faces Earth. The
near side is filled with large, dark plains formed by ancient volcanic eruptions but the far side is virtually all highlands.
"It seems that the answer is not on the surface," Zuber said. "We think the answer is locked in the interior."

More: http://www.newsdaily.com/stories/tre7bt0wu-us-space-moon/
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China tests 500 km/h super high-speed train
Posted 2011/12/26 at 1:01 am EST

BEIJING, Dec. 26, 2011 (Reuters) — China launched a super-rapid test train over the
weekend which is capable of travelling 500 kilometers per hour, state media said on Monday,
as the country moves ahead with its railway ambitions despite serious problems on its highspeed network.
Visitors board a new testing model of a CSR high-speed bullet
train during its launching ceremony in Qingdao, Shandong
province December 23, 2011. China launched a super-rapid
test train over the weekend which is capable of travelling 500
kilometers per hour, state media said on Monday. Picture
taken December 23, 2011. REUTERS/China Daily
The train, made by a subsidiary of CSR Corp Ltd, China's
largest train maker, is designed to resemble an ancient
Chinese sword, the official Xinhua news agency reported.
It "will provide useful reference for current high-speed railway
operations," it quoted train expert Shen Zhiyun as saying.
But future Chinese trains will not necessarily run at such high speeds, CSR chairman Zhao Xiaogang told the
Beijing Morning News.
"We aims to ensure the safety of trains operation," he said.

This year was UK's second-warmest ever
Posted 2011/12/30 at 9:22 am EST LONDON, Dec. 30, 2011 (Reuters) — The year 2011 was

Britain's second-warmest ever, the Met Office said on Friday, although temperatures in
December have in fact been close to average.
Sunbathers sit in St James's Park in central London October
2, 2011. REUTERS/Olivia Harris
The mean temperature so far this month has been 4.7
degrees Celsius (40.5 degrees Fahrenheit), 0.5 above the
1971-2000 average, a far cry from 2010, when temperatures
were 5 degrees below average to notch up the coldest
December on record.
"While it may have felt mild for many so far this December,
temperatures overall have been close to what we would
expect," said John Prior, national climate manager at the Met
Office.
"It may be that the stark change from last year, which was the coldest December on record for the UK, has led
many to think it has been unseasonably warm."
This year marked a return to a trend of warmer than average annual temperatures, the Met Office said, noting
that all the UK's top seven warmest years have happened in the last decade. The warmest was 2006.
It was the warmest April and Spring on record in 2011, and the second warmest Autumn on record.
The highest single-day temperature for October was also broken -- with Gravesend in Kent notching up 29.9
degrees on Oct 1, beating the previous record of 29.4 at March in Cambridgeshire on October 1 1985.

:

More here http://www.newsdaily.com/stories/tre7bt0n4-us-britain-weather/
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Church-State News

American’s United for the Separation of Church and State

The Top Ten Church-State Threats
A Surging Religious Right Means Daunting Religious Liberty
Challenges For Americans United In 2012
January 2012
By Simon Brown
You don’t have to look far or wide to see signs that the Religious Right was resurgent in 2011.
From the halls of Congress, where the U.S. House of Representatives overwhelmingly urged public schools to post “In
God We Trust” displays in classrooms, to the Values Voter Summit in Washington, D.C., that was attended by 3,000
fundamentalist Christian activists, the Religious Right’s influence loomed large.
Since 2012 is an election year, we expect the Religious Right to use this growing influence to wage an all-out war to
shape the U.S. government into a body that will do its bidding.
With that in mind, here are 10 of the biggest challenges, issues and concerns that Americans United expects to confront
in the coming twelve months.

Improper Involvement of Religion in the 2012 Elections
Religion has infiltrated the run-up to the 2012 elections on an unprecedented level. Virtually all of the Republican
presidential candidates have spent considerable time courting votes from the Religious Right. Nearly all of the major
contenders spoke at the Values Voter Summit, and most of those candidates also appeared at a forum in November
focusing on “questions of the soul” that was held at a fundamentalist church in Iowa.
The Religious Right is also making a serious push to pick the Republican candidate for president. The Alliance Defense
Fund held its annual “Pulpit Freedom Sunday” in October, an event designed to encourage churches to engage in illegal
campaign intervention. Last year’s version featured a record number of participants, and activists assume that even more
will join in fray in 2012. The Religious Right is also planning to hold voter turnout drives and distribute “voter guides” that
pretend to be unbiased but are not.
Religious Right strategists dream of forging fundamentalist and evangelical churches into a disciplined voting bloc to
effectively dominate the democratic process.
Sadly, the presidential campaign has already included expressions of religious bigotry. Influential Dallas pastor Robert
Jeffress said in October that former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, who is Mormon, is a member of a cult and cited his
affiliation as a reason not to support his candidacy.
Critics have also questioned President Barack Obama’s status as a Christian, charging falsely that he is a Muslim or at
best an opponent of the Christian faith.
Article VI of the U.S. Constitution forbids religious tests for public office, and church-state separationists regard attacks
such as these as a violation of the spirit of that provision.
More here: http://au.org/church-state/january-2012-church-state/featured/the-top-ten-church-state-threats
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Looking for a good tax write-off?
Freethought Alliance is a 501C3 organization and will gladly use your tax-deductible
donation to promote secular values and the public education of non-belief. Use the
DONATION button at freethoughtalliance.org to make your donation of any amount.
http://freethoughtalliance.org/donate.html

From the Blog of Sam Harris
Reprinted with permission

Everything and Nothing - An Interview with Lawrence M.
Krauss Lawrence M. Krauss is a renowned cosmologist,
popularizer of science, and director of the Origins Project
at Arizona State University. He is the author of more
than 300 scientific publications and 8 books, including
the bestselling The Physics of Star Trek. His interests
include the early universe, the nature of dark matter,
general relativity and neutrino astrophysics. He is also a
friend and an advisor to my nonprofit foundation, Project
Reason. Lawrence generously took time to answer a few
questions about his new book, A Universe from Nothing.
One of the most common justifications for religious
faith is the idea that the universe must have had a
creator. You’ve just written a book alleging that a
universe can arise from “nothing.”
What do you mean by “nothing” and how fully does your
thesis contradict a belief in a Creator God? Indeed, the

question, “Why is there something rather than nothing?”
which forms the subtitle of the book, is often used by the
faithful as an unassailable argument that requires the
existence of God, because of the famous claim, “out of
nothing, nothing comes.” While the chief point of my
book is to describe for the interested layperson the
remarkable revolutions that have taken place in our
understanding of the universe over the past 50 years—
revolutions that should be celebrated as pinnacles of our
intellectual experience—the second goal is to point out
that this long-held theological claim is spurious. Modern
science has made the something-from-nothing debate
irrelevant. It has changed completely our conception of
the very words “something” and “nothing”. Empirical
discoveries continue to tell us that the Universe is the
way it is, whether we like it or not, and ‘something’ and
‘nothing’ are physical concepts and therefore are
properly the domain of science, not theology or
philosophy. (Indeed, religion and philosophy have added
nothing to our understanding of these ideas in millennia.)
I spend a great deal of time in the book detailing
precisely how physics has changed our notions of
“nothing,” for example. The old idea that nothing might
involve empty space, devoid of mass or energy, or
anything material, for example, has now been replaced
by a boiling bubbling brew of virtual particles, popping in
and out of existence in a time so short that we cannot
detect them directly. I then go on to explain how other
versions of “nothing”—beyond merely empty space—
including the absence of space itself, and even the
absence of physical laws, can morph into “something.”
Indeed, in modern parlance, “nothing” is most often
unstable. Not only can something arise from nothing,
but most often the laws of physics require that to
occur. Now, having said this, my point in the book is not
to suggest that modern science is incompatible with at
least the Deistic notion that perhaps there is some
purpose to the Universe (even though no such purpose
is manifest on the basis of any of our current knowledge,
and moreover there is no logical connection between
any possible “creator” and the personal God of the
world’s major religions, who cares about humanity’s
destiny). Rather, what I find remarkable is the fact that
the discoveries of modern particle physics and
cosmology over the past half century allow not only a
possibility that the Universe arose from nothing, but in
fact make this possibility increasingly plausible.

More here http://www.samharris.org/blog/item/everything-and-nothing/
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Evo Education

Opposition to Indiana's creationist bill
January 3rd, 20129
The Fort Wayne Journal Gazette (January 3, 2012) editorially criticized
Indiana's Senate Bill 89. Introduced by Dennis Kruse (R-District 14), the bill, if enacted, would amend the Indiana Code
to provide that "[t]he governing body of a school corporation may require the teaching of various theories concerning the
origin of life, including creation science, within the school corporation." Although Kruse introduced the same bill in the
Indiana House of Representatives in 2000 and 2001 without success, the editorial observed, "Kruse now is chairman of
the Senate Education Committee, and Republicans control both chambers. Democrats were powerless to stop any GOP
education bill last year, including the voucher program under challenge in a Marion County court."
If SB 89 is successful, NCSE's executive director Eugenie C. Scott told theJournal Gazette, a legal challenge is
inevitable. Noting the precedent of the Supreme Court's 1987 decision in Edwards v. Aguillard, in which a Louisiana
law requiring creation science to be taught in the state's public schools was ruled to have violated the Constitution, Scott
explained, “The law is very, very clear on this ... If this bill is passed, it is going to be challenged, and they will lose. The
case law is so strong against them.” The editorial concluded, "How refreshing it would be if the General Assembly avoided
inevitable legal battles and limited its work to the intended use of a 30-day session." (The legislative session begins on
January 4, 2012, and ends by March 14, 2012.)
More: http://ncse.com/news/2012/01/opposition-to-indianas-creationist-bill-007042

The Granite Geek on New Hampshire's antievolution bills
January 2nd, 2012
The Nashua Telegraph's science columnist revisits the two antievolution bills recently prefiled in the New Hampshire
legislature. David Brooks, who writes the "Granite Geek" column for the Telegraph, interviewed the sponsors of both
bills in July 2011 before the bills were actually drafted, and then concluded (July 3, 2011), "My taxpayer dollars pay
science teachers to teach science, not philosophy. Let's hope lawmakers don't try to get in the way." After examining the
text of the bills as introduced, his conclusion is if anything firmer: "Both of these bills should die a quick and deserving
death," he now writes (January 2, 2012).
Under examination are House Bill 1457 (which would charge the state board of education to "[r]equire science
teachers to instruct pupils that proper scientific inquire [sic] results from not committing to any one theory or hypothesis,
no matter how firmly it appears to be established, and that scientific and technological innovations based on new evidence
can challenge accepted scientific theories or modes") and House Bill 1148 (which would charge the state board of
education to "[r]equire evolution to be taught in the public schools of this state as a theory, including the theorists' political
and ideological viewpoints and their position on the concept of atheism").
More: http://ncse.com/news/2012/01/granite-geek-new-hampshires-antievolution-bills-007041
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God is Imaginary

Proof #6 - Ponder God's
Plan
"God's plan" is the way that Christians
traditionally explain things like amputations,
cancer, hurricanes and car accidents. For
example, if a Christian dies a painful and tragic
death because of cancer, she dies as part of
God's plan. Her death has a purpose. God called
her home for a reason. Even if something bad
happens to a Christian, it is actually good
because it is part of God's plan.
You can see how pervasive "God's plan" is by
looking in Christian inspirational literature. For
example, if we look in the book A Purpose Driven
Life by Rick Warren, we find this remarkable
paragraph in Chapter 2:
Because God made you for a reason, he
also decided when you would be born and how long you would live. He planned the days of your life in
advance, choosing the exact time of your birth and death. The Bible says, "You saw me before I was
born and scheduled each day of my life before I began to breathe. Every day was recorded in your
book!" [Psalm 139:16]
There is also this:
Regardless of the circumstances of your birth or who your parents are, God had a plan in creating
you.
Under this view of the universe, God plans everything.
Take a moment and think about what Rick Warren said. Rick said, "He planned the days of your life in
advance, choosing the exact time of your birth and death." Let's examine one simple implication of this
statement. What this means is that God has pre-planned every abortion that has taken place on our planet.
If the concept of "God's plan" is true, you can first of all see that God wants us to be aborting children. Every
single abortion is planned by God, so God must be doing it for a reason. Second, you can see that both the
mother who requests the abortion and the doctor who performs it are blameless. Since it is God who planned
the abortion of the child (God chose the "exact time" of the death, according to Rick Warren), the mother and
doctor are simply puppets who are fulfilling God's plan, are they not? What about all the Christians who are
fighting against abortion? If abortion is part of God's plan, why are they fighting it? God is the all-powerful ruler
of the universe, and his plan is for more than a million children a year to die in the United States through
abortion. [ref] If God's plan is true, then each one of those abortions was meticulously planned by God.
If God does not intend for us to perform abortions, is Rick Warren then wrong that God has a plan? If God has
a plan, is he not the direct cause of every abortion? Simply think it through, and you will begin to see the
problems in Rick's proposition.
Think about Adolph Hitler. He was evil incarnate, and Hitler is well known for the atrocious things he did. What
I would like you to do right now is to consider this statement: "Hitler is part of God's Plan." Think about what
Rick said:
He planned the days of your life in advance, choosing the exact time of your birth and death. The
Bible says, "You saw me before I was born and scheduled each day of my life before I began to
breathe. Every day was recorded in your book!" [Psalm 139:16]
Rick also says:
God never does anything accidentally, and he never makes mistakes. He has a reason for everything
he creates. Every plant and every animal was planned by God, and every person was designed with a
purpose in mind.
If God has a divine plan for each of us, then he had a divine plan for Hitler too. It is when you stop to think
about it deeply that the contradictions hit you.
Read the rest of this here: http://godisimaginary.com/i6.htm
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Skeptoid
By Brian Dunning

Re-printed with permission

The Mystery of the
Mary Celeste
The facts, as we know them, about what
really happened to maritime lore's most
famous missing crew.
Skeptoid #289
December 20, 2011
In 1872, a ship was found adrift in the Atlantic
Ocean, in near-perfect condition but for one
problem: there was nobody aboard. In time, the
story of the Mary Celeste became one of the most
famous riddles of the sea. Over the years, many
have offered solutions for what happened to the
crew. But are any of them correct?
As is the case with so many of the mysteries we
examine here on Skeptoid, the story of the Mary
Celeste was an actual event that was largely
forgotten until an imaginative author revived and
exaggerated it for popular audiences. This time,
the author was a young man who would later be
knighted as Sir Arthur Conan Doyle for hisSherlock
Holmes books. It was a short story written under
the pseudonym W. Small for the January 1884
issue of Cornhill Magazine, entitled "J. Habakuk
Jephson's Statement". Conan Doyle dramatized
the Mary Celeste's story, adding such touches as
meals laid out on the table, tea boiling on the
stove, and the ship sailing boldly into the harbor
at Gibraltar with nobody at the helm. Today, most
people who have heard of the ship think these
details are part of what actually happened. They
aren't.
Conan Doyle's was only the first of many such
treatments. A 1913 magazine article was the
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forged account of a man
named Fosdyk who claimed
to have been a stowaway
on board the Mary
Celeste, witnessed the
entire crew fall overboard
as they pressed against the
rail to watch three of the
men have a swimming race, then managed to be
the only one not eaten by sharks and eventually
washed ashore on Africa. In the 1920s, an author
named Keating forged an article for Chamber's
Journal telling the story of a man named
Pemberton who survived. Keating soon expanded
the fictitious Pemberton's tale into a book
called The Great Mary Celeste
Hoax. Unfortunately, the book's success became
its downfall: Interviews with Pemberton were
widely sought. Keating tried to weasel his way out
with excuses, and even offered a picture of his
own father as a photograph of Pemberton; but it
was soon discovered that he made the whole thing
up.
The Mary Celeste was a small merchant brigantine
of 33 meters and 282 gross tons. She'd just been
acquired by a small group of investors, among
whom was the ship's one-third owner, Captain
Benjamin Briggs. Joining him on board were his
wife and baby daughter, plus seven sailors. They
left port from Staten Island, New York in
November of 1872, fully laden with cargo bound
for Genoa, Italy. The cargo was 1,701 wooden
barrels of pure grain alcohol, intended to fortify
cheap Italian wines. America's vast corn fields
made it the cheapest producer of grain alcohol at
the time, and it made good economic sense for
Italy to buy it and ship it all the way from the
United States.
More here http://skeptoid.com/episodes/4289

The Third Annual

Orange
Orange County Freethought
Alliance Conference
Promoting Science, Reason and Critical Thinking

Our theme: “How is Science and Reason Making
A Better World”

UCI May 19 & 20th, 2012
With a special public debate Saturday night
This will be Orange County’s third secular conference, where all freethinkers, humanists, atheists, agnostics,
and church and state separatists can mingle with some of the most famous secular leaders of our time. Our
speakers will inspire, educate and entertain you.

Mr Deity

Michael Shermer

Robert Price

Brian Dunning

Phil Zuckerman

Barbara Forest

Jim Underdown

Richard Carrier Dan Barker

Dave Richards

Jan 1 – May 10 Pre-Registration:
Saturday afternoon: $60, Saturday night debate: $10, Sunday:$90, All-weekend pass:$130
At-The-Door pricing,
Saturday afternoon: $70, Saturday night debate:$10, Sunday:$90, All-weekend pass:$150
Child-Car services: $20 per day $10 Box Lunch on Sunday

www.Freethoughtalliance.org
.
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Aron Ra

Backyard Skeptics
is part of Freethought Alliance, a 501C3 grassroots organization based in Villa Park, CA
which sponsors monthly meetings with
interesting secular speakers, dinner-and-amovie nights, science-oriented field trips,
outreach programs for letting others know
about our secular community and atheist
advocacy programs. If you are local to Orange
County you are welcome to join out meetup
group to receive announcements of upcoming
events. http://www.backyardskeptics.com

Keep this nation a secular one.
Make your tax-deductable donation HERE
http://freethoughtalliance.org/fta/donate/

Backyard Skeptics is now on Facebook and
twitter – if you’re a Facebook fan then join our
group page by searching for Backyard
Skeptics. Follow us on Twitter at
Backyardskeptic (no ‘s’ at the end)

Also see the “Newsworthy Articles
section on the Backyard Skeptics
website for interesting and insightful
articles.
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NEWS

(more at backyardskeptics.com)

Major Ron Paul Supporter Favors Death
Penalty for Gays
Maher tweet about Tebow sparks uproar
12/26/11 Jury to decide JPL
discrimination lawsuit
12/21/11 ATHEISTS APPLAUD
DECISION BY TRAVIS AFB TO
ALLOW ATHEIST DISPLAY
12/17/11 Christopher Hitchens 1949 –
2011 Click to read the Vanity Fair article
12/11/11 La Habra man accused of
cruelly punishing teen at Irvine parents’
request
12/10/11 Santa Monica nativity scenes
displaced by atheist messages

Joshua tree camping overnighter in June.

Backyard Skeptics Events

Other Local Events
(Also on the Backyardskeptics.com page)
Wanting some more rational conversation? Check
out these other groups in the SoCal area:
Jan 8 10am - First meetup of the Morongo Basin IEAA
chapter.
Jan 8 - discussion of the Moral Landscape - San Diego
New Atheists.

(like our new logo?)

Jan 9 6pm Inland Empire Atheists, Agnostics & Skeptics
Meetup Group High Desert Restaurant Tour

January 7th – Diner and a movie night – “The Lord Is
Not On Trial Here Today” in Villa park. $12 with dinner,
$5 without.

JAN 11 6PM IEAA RIVERSIDE "The Importance of
Making Things" TEDx Talk by Gene Sherman

January 8, 7pm – Movie Night with a story of Church and
state Separation called The Lord is Not On Trial Here
Today.

Jan 14 2pm Freethought Book Club of Orange County
Meetup

Jan 9 Bruce Gleason speaks at the Unitarian Church in
Anaheim, CA 11am “Is Atheism a Dirty Word?” Free

Jan 15 4:30pm CFI Orange County, Costa Mesa
Community Center – A Tribute to Christopher Hitchens

Jan 11 CFI-LA Book Club for Skeptics 6pm

Jan 11 – Watch the 8 episode of Carl Sagan’s Cosmos
series in San Juan Capistrano 6:30pm

Jan 28 Mindful Mending Beach Clean Up - Seal beach

February 18, Friday, Goldstone Deep Space Satellite
Complex north of Barstow. all-day field trip

IEAA JAN 11 6PM IEAA RIVERSIDE “The Importance of
Making Things” TEDx Talk by Gene Sherman

April 28 – 11am Pasadena DooDah Parade – Join us!

Jan 11 CFI-LA Book Club for Skeptics 6pm

th

April 28, 2012 – 8pm Special private viewing at the 60″
Mt Wilson Observatory (limited seating)

Other events which are coming up at Backyard
Skeptics:

Blackstar Canyon visit with the OC Astronomers Club
Habitat for Humanity volunteer day
Music Appreciation night – rock, classical and jazz
Mt Wilson Observatory night (we are renting the 60”
telescope for the evening!)
Orange County Freethought Alliance Conference May
19 & 20, 2012
Borego Springs overnighter with the OC Astronomy Club
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Subscribe using PayPal micropayments to
the Secular Gazette for only $.99 an issue
Go to www.freethoughtalliance.org
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recent news in skepticism, atheism,
science and church-state separation.

Born Atheist

maintain separate worship areas there.

Chapter 21.
Superlegal
actions.

Using his military authority, Goldstein entered the
Mosque, put on ear plugs, and began firing at the
backs of Muslim worshipers. He killed 29 and
wounded 125, before being overpowered by the
crowd and beaten to death. Goldstein had carefully
chosen a day that was during the Muslim holiday of
Ramadan, as well as the Jewish holiday of Purim.
Purim celebrates a story of the Jews escaping a
Persian plot to kill them.

Here lies the saint, Dr. Baruch Kappel Goldstein, blessed be
the memory of the righteous and holy man, may
the Lord avenge his blood, who devoted his soul to the Jews,
Jewish religion and Jewish land. His hands are
innocent and his heart is pure. He was killed as a martyr of
God on the 14th of Adar, Purim, in the year

Most readers would expect Goldstein’s attack to be
met with condemnation, which it did to a point.
However, immediately after the massacre, friends and
neighbors called Goldstein a hero and a martyr.
Goldstein was given a massive funeral with streets
closed in Jerusalem to allow the procession. One
observer of the procession said, “There are no
innocent Arabs. These deaths were necessary and it
is necessary to kill a lot more. Baruch was a hero, a
hero of all the Jews. He was a perfect man, a kind
man and a sweet man.”

5754 (1994). Inscription on the grave of Baruch
Goldstein
Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they
do it from religious conviction. Blaise Pascal
One of the most disturbing effects of religion is that
adherents feel it gives them authorization to violate
the law, sometimes in the most horrific ways. Law
represents a social contract–members of society
agree to allow certain conduct and punish other
conduct. Religion is sometimes used as a justification
for violating the law. Religion is belief in the “supernatural,” things outside of nature. I call violations of
law based on an imagined supernatural mandate
“super-legal,” supernaturally justified violations of the
law. Superlegal actions range from the petty–
breaking the legs off Darwin fish, to the extreme-crashing airliners into the World Trade Center. But all
share the same dangerous genesis, that religion
provides a higher authority than law. All three of the
major monotheisms have been used in recent years
to justify murder.
For example, Dr. Baruch Goldstein was an American
physician who emigrated to Israel. Goldstein adhered
to a radical Jewish fundamentalism. Serving in the
Israeli military, he refused to treat an Arab and said
he would only provide medical care to Jews. He was
not discharged from the military for refusal to follow
orders, but rather was transferred to another unit.
One day, Goldstein put on his military reserve uniform
and armed with a rifle and 140 rounds of ammunition,
went to the Cave of the Patriarchs in Hebron, West
Bank, Israel. Both Muslims and Jews
claim the Cave of the Patriarchs is the burial site of
Abraham and others, and both religious groups
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Since the massacre,
admirers have built a shrine
to Goldstein, written a book
in praise of him, and
sung songs of his heroism.
The quote at the start of this
chapter is from a memorial
to Goldstein.
Goldstein’s acts were illegal,
illegal in Israel and horrific in the eyes of most of the
world. However, to
some of his faith, his acts were heroic. Such is
religion that it takes a criminal and makes him a
hero. The use of religion to justify superlegal conduct
is one of its most dangerous and disturbing functions.
Superlegal religious justifications for murder cross
cultures and religions. Army Major Nidal Hasan
was born in Virginia, of parents from Palestine. He
volunteered for the U.S. Army and went to medical
school on the taxpayers’ dime. However, his religious
beliefs radicalized and facing deployment to Iraq, he
went to work with two guns and killed 13 and ounded
30, mostly soldiers. He allegedly shouted “allahu
akbar (god is great)” when he began shooting. Most
Americans label him a madman or a terrorist, but his
coreligionists have other ideas. An American-born
imam posted on his blog:
More at http://bornatheist.com/21.html

Opinion

To debate or not to debate
Charles L. Rulon

Emeritus, Life Sciences
Long Beach City College
A few years ago I was asked by the Anthropology Club at L.B.C.C. to take part in a debate on Intelligent
Design, the Trojan horse of creationism. These were my opening remarks.

I want to be up front with all of you. I have real mixed feelings about being here today — about debating someone who
still rejects the established fact of our biological evolution. Let me say that again. Evolution — meaning that all life (from
molds, trees and insects to fish and humans) has a common ancestry going back billions of years — is a scientifically
settled fact, as much so as the fact that the Earth goes around the sun. We are ancient cousins of apes and even more
ancient cousins of whales. Our extremely ancient ancestor was a species of ancient fish.

Convincing evidence for evolution continues to pour in from a dozen different scientific fields. Millions of fossils,
including tens of thousands of so-called missing links, are now found in museums around the world. Strong
evidence also comes from the fields of genetics, molecular biology, embryology, biogeography and comparative
anatomy and physiology. In fact, few, if any, scientific concepts have been more extensively tested and more
thoroughly proven than our evolution. Virtually the entire scientific world now agrees that evolution is a fundamental
aspect of nature. Today, over 60 million Christians in this country no longer take the Genesis creation stories as
literally true and have come to accept at least some form of theistic evolution as God’s incredibly clever way of
creating.
So why am I here today? Have I actually deluded myself into thinking that I have some silver bullet arguments to
convert my opponent, not to mention all of the creationists in the audience? No. I gave up on that long ago. I know
from decades of personal experience that there’s no scientific evidence I can present that would sway the large
majority of anti-evolutionists. Up to now, the only way that creationists, including the Intelligent Designers, have
been defeated from introducing their beliefs into public school science classes has been in court cases where their
phony science has been exposed.
So, again, why am I here today? I guess it’s because I believe that science educators have a duty to defend
the scientific method and good science from irrational attacks. I also feel an obligation toward those students in the
audience who are still undecided — students whose minds haven’t already been snapped shut by anti-evolution
pseudo-science and religious dogmas. Even so, there are still a number of excellent reasons for both scientists and
science educators to not debate the anti-evolutionists — for my not being here today. Here are some of them.

Debating skills trump facts
First, in science’s search for empirical truth it’s the rigorous application of the scientific method that counts, not the
oratory skills of the scientists. Yet, the overwhelming majority of public debates are won not by the actual scientific
content presented, but by the emotional rapport, public speaking skills, likeability and apparent authority of the
debaters. How could it be otherwise, given the audience’s lack of scientific skill and expertise in being able to
separate good science from bad? The creationists know this and many are excellent debaters with impressive and
entertaining power-point presentations. In fact, many Christian fundamentalist colleges are now churning out
lawyers and other graduates who are highly skilled in debating and in defending conservative “Christian science”.
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Debates legitimize the creationists
The second reason for my not debating creationists is that there is no such thing as bad publicity for their
movement. It’s pure Hollywood. If a scientist shows up to debate, it’s “proof” that a scientific controversy actually
exists. If the scientist declines to debate, it’s “proof” that evolutionists are running scared. Let me say this
again. Setting up debates is meant to mislead audiences into thinking that a scientific controversy actually exists
between biological evolution and Intelligent Design — that evolution is just a theory, a weak and crumbling one at
that. Yet, nothing could be further from the truth. Let’s not kid ourselves. Regardless of superficial scientific appearances, today’s Intelligent Design arguments were mostly fabricated by a handful of Christian apologists and political
organizations with the mission of discrediting evolution and bringing theistic science, biblical teachings and
conservative Christian values into public school classrooms.

Debates spread misinformation
A third reason for my not debating creationists has to do with the subject of misinformation vs. honesty. From my
own frustrating personal experiences and that of others, the anti-evolutionists are capable of presenting more
scientific misinformation in 30 minutes than I could possibly refute in a week. It is a relatively easy task for them to
churn out dozens of apparently damning sound-bite pseudo-factoids in a very short time span. They are counting
on the fact that very few science teachers, much less students in the audience, have the necessary expertise in the
scientific method, or in evolutionary biology, historical geology, anthropology and paleontology to be able to quickly
and skillfully expose the plethora of half-truths, poor logic, outdated references, misleading quotations, selective
data, and outright falsehoods of those who continue to attack evolution.

Debates are membership drives
A fourth reason for my not debating creationists is that these debates are also publicity stunts for the benefit of
increasing the membership of conservative Christian clubs on high school and college campuses. Such clubs
across our nation now number in the tens of thousands. Most are spreading falsehoods regarding evolution, thus
creating serious obstacles to the ongoing science education of those students who believe these falsehoods. Let’s
not forget that when Christian clubs convince students to reject evolutionary biology they are, in effect, also convincing students to reject large chunks of well-established physics, chemistry, astronomy, anthropology and
geology. And they are persuading students to reject the most valuable tool scientists have ever discovered to reliably advance our empirical knowledge. I’m talking about the scientific method, itself. Thus, creationists are, in
essence, attempting to push us back into the medieval age of ignorance and superstition.
To make matters worse, many of these Christian clubs hold religious beliefs that can seriously interfere with the
students’ ability to make rational, compassionate and scientifically informed decisions related to other important
areas such as emergency contraceptive pills, the abortion pill, gay rights, death with dignity and overpopulation.
And then there’s the extremely scary End Times apocalyptic theology beliefs currently held by millions of biblical
creationists. After all, why be concerned about our destroying our planet’s ecology and life-support systems, or
about WMDs when the destruction of our world is inevitable anyway as foretold in Scripture. Why work for peace
and nuclear disarmament talks, since doing so could interfere with the timetable for Christ’s return.

Equal time arguments
A fifth reason for not debating creationists is that equal time is given to both sides. So what’s wrong with equal
time? Isn’t it the democratic way? Isn’t it fair? What’s wrong is that science is notdemocratic. Equal time
is not given to both sides in science. Instead, there is the rigorous evaluation of all the evidence on all sides. Now
regarding our biological evolution, the scientific evidence in support is monumental, enormous, vast. Not so for
creation and Intelligent Design “science”. Thus, to require science teachers to give equal time to both — which is
only possible by attacking evolution science and by giving spurious arguments for Intelligent Design — is to require
teachers to lie to their students.
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This appeal for equal time has been an effective propaganda tool for the creationists for decades. They have
successfully wedged their religious beliefs through the back door into science classes in school districts across the
country by appealing to fair play and by persuading ignorant and/or religiously motivated legislators, judges and
school boards. Many powerful politicians have supported and continue to support these efforts.

In closing
America’s time-tested freedom of religion means that every group may worship however it wishes in its own private
church, but it cannot use the power of government to push its beliefs on others. Yet today the U.S. is being confronted with large numbers of articulate, scientifically ignorant, politically active Christians who are locked into ultrareligious, anti-scientific views and who want to force these views on others through our elected officials, our courts
and our schools. As Sam Harris writes in his book, The End of Faith, “Our world is fast succumbing to the activities
of men and women who would stake the future of our species on beliefs that should not survive an elementary
school education.”
This is why I’m here today.

We need your donations!
Although this e-newsletter is free, we hope you will make a painless subscription at only
$.99 every two weeks. That’s just pennys a day.
Go to http://freethoughtalliance.org/fta/secular-gazette/ to donate or subscribe.
Freethought Alliance is a 501C3 organization and will gladly use your tax-deductible
donation to promote secular values and the public education of non-belief.
Use the DONATION button at http://freethoughtalliance.org/donate.html to make your
donation of any amount
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Billboard Opinion
We have several billboard options and were wondering which one do you prefer? Let us know at
info@freethoughtalliance.org
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THE NON-RELIGIOUS VOTE
By Dave Silva

Americans who are not religious are rarely referred to as
voters who have a specific political leaning, or vote as a
block. Perhaps this is in part a media slant that
perpetuates the myths that non-religious Americans are
an insignificant factor or have no specific political
viewpoint.
The number of Americans identifying themselves as
atheist or agnostic rose from under 2 million in 2001 to
3.8 million in 2008. However, as large as that group is
there is a much larger group that are simply not
religious. According to a recent American Religious
Identification Survey (ARIS) “ “…18% (about 40 million
Americans) do not profess a belief in a God.”
Regardless of political party some sort of profession of a
religious faith is almost mandatory to get elected in
America today. We have finally reached the point in our
society where being a woman or black is only a slight
disadvantage. Being gay or a Muslim is a bigger hurdle
to overcome but being openly not religious today in
America makes it really hard to get elected even though
the Founding Fathers wrote into the Constitution that
there should be no religious test for elected office.
While it is common knowledge that black Christians are
heavily Democratic and white Evangelicals are heavily
Republican most people don’t know where most nonChristian beliefs fall in the political spectrum.
According to the 2008 PEW Foundation statistical survey
their poll was:
Group Republican lean Republican Independent lean
Demo Democrat
National 26 10 10 15 32
Evangelical 38 12 9 10 24
Black Church 7 3 6 12 66
Orthodox 27 8 8 18 32
Catholics 23 10 10 15 33
Mormons 52 13 8 7 15
Jews 17 6 8 18 47
Muslims 7 4 10 26 37
Buddhists 10 8 9 30 37
Hindus 6 7 13 22 41
Unaffiated 13 10 15 24 31
Other faiths 7 6 15 29 37
Those who are not affiliated with any religious belief are
Democrat or tend toward Democrat by 55% to 23%
margin, even though this is a group that Democrats
largely ignore. Also, the non-religious, at 15%, have the
highest percentage of independent voters of any group.
So, there is a large group that could be swayed to vote
more Democrat with a little effort.
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What surprised me about this survey was how
Republican Mormons are. Perhaps this is because of the
historical view of the federal government being an
intrusive force in their close-knit society. They are much
more Republican than Evangelicals. In fact, 34% of
Evangelicals tend to be Democrats. I knew black
Christians and Jews have traditionally been Democrats,
but Muslims, Buddhists and Hindus all lean Democratic
by over 60%. It should be no surprise that only 11% of
Muslims are Republican considering how often they are
demonized by Republicans.
I think that non-religious is a more accurate term than
non-believer because the non-religious have their beliefs
too. Humanists, Unitarians, Pantheists and for the most
part Buddhists certainly have beliefs, but they aren’t
religious beliefs. Their beliefs are rooted in philosophy,
ethics, human experience and values.
One reason the non-religious are as high as 23%
Republican is that many Libertarians are atheists. Ayn
Rand was an atheist and many have bought into her
whole philosophy. This group is in sharp disagreement
with the Humanists and Unitarians who tend to be very
liberal and tolerant of other viewpoints and beliefs. A
large percentage of Americans for Separation of Church
and State are non-religious liberals who believe strongly
in maintaining the wall of separation of church and state
and that their should be freedom of religion and freedom
from religion.
In the PEW survey Hindus and Jews had the highest
percentage of college graduates and advanced degrees.
I don’t know the statistics but I do know from personal
experience in both Humanist and Unitarian groups that
most of the people I have known are college graduates.
Other beliefs that the PEW survey shows to divide along
religious and political lines are a belief in evolution and
global warming. In fact, 81% of Buddhists believe in
evolution while only 77% of unaffiliated accept evolution
although if you only surveyed atheists and agnostics I’m
sure the figure would be higher.
What can Democrats learn from this? The most obvious
thing, right at the top of the chart, is nationally we have a
lot more people who prefer the values the Democrats
stand for but its harder to motivate these people to get
out and vote in their self interest. Another thing these
figures bare out is that just by being inclusive and
standing up for the 99% we are attracting a solid majority
of non-Christians as well as liberal Christians without
even making a concerted effort to win them over. By
simply recognizing that non-religious Americans should
be treated just like other Americans Democrats will be
taking the moral high ground and I believe will benefit
politically in the long run.

Secular DVDS from
FreethoughtAlliance.org
BackyardSkeptics.com

journalist, Jill Stewart. $10
Sean McDowell vs. BYS - Commonalities of
Christians and Atheists
Sean visits Backyard Skeptics, then Bruce Gleason
and Mark Smith visit Sean's church in
San Juan Capistrano A 2-DVD set. $15
Sarah Dunn - Atheists in Prison: How the law,
culture, psychology shape prison Populations $10
Dave Richards - Exploring logical fallacies and how to
identify them $10
Eugenie Scott - Creationism, evolution, education,
and politics, Taped at Chapman University, Orange
CA $10
Orange County 2010 Freethought
Alliance Conference 2- DVD set
Enjoy 12 full-length seminars and an evening
discussion panel for only $30

Both of these sites have one of the largest
selections of secular DVDs available
anywhere. Most DVDs are only $10. Make a
contribution to your secular organizations by
ordering one of our entertaining and
educational DVDs
The 2011 Orange County Freethought Alliance
Conference 3-DVD set. !3 wonderful speakers.
Enlightening, Educational and inspiring. $34
Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion: An Anthropological
Survey of the Supernatural World with Adrian Novotny,
Ph.D. $10 special
Thomas Quinn - ”God Needs Therapy” (a comedy) $12

Dr. Richard Carrier; How Christianity Began Is Proof
Enough It's Bunk $12
San Diego Secular Humanist Conference 2011 Entertaining speakers, engaging insights and thoughtprovoking lectures. 2 DVDs $45
Ali Ayaan Hirsi
Ali is a spokesperson for human
rights and a proponent against female
mutilation in Muslim countries. Her riveting personal
story is told with the help a local
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Does God of the Bible Exist? A 6Person Panel Debate, December 2009 $20
"The God Question" Debate between Shermer & De'Souza $10
Bruce Gleason - "Why Am I Am Atheist" speech at
Calvary Church, Costa Mesa, CA $10
Dan Barker 2 DVD set - Jesus Myth or Fiction?
and Why I Became An Atheist $20
Chris Mooney - The War on Science: What Have We
Learned? CFI lecture $10
John Shook - The God Theory is Dead CFI lecture
$10
Edward Tabash - America at the Crossroads $10
Sean Carroll - The Origin of the Universe and the
Arrow of Time CFI lecture$10
Ross Blocher - Swaddling Cloth out of Whole Cloth:
Problems with the Nativity Story CFI lecture $10

National
Secular
Links

Local
Southern
California
groups and
links

Here are several
secular links to
other
organizations
supporting
secularism,
science and
skepticism
around the world:

Ateos Unidos: The
group for Spanish
speakers!
3rd Saturdays at
11 a.m. at the
Center for Inquiry
West, 4773
Hollywood Blvd.
Contact Liliana at
323-466-4223.

Americans United for
Church and State
Separation, National
au.org
American Humanist Assoc.

americanhumanist.org

Atheist Alliance International
American Atheists

atheistalliance.org

atheists.org/

Military Assoc. of Atheists and Freethinkers

atheists.org

ACLU.org
BERTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY
www.users.drew.edu/~jlenz/brs.html
CFI centerforinquiry.net
camp-quest.org
Freedom From Religion Foundation

ffrf.org

jennymccarthybodycount.com
Meetup.com (search for humanist, agnostic, atheists or church
and state in your area)
National Center for Science Education
People for the American Way
Richarddawkinsfoundation.org
randi.org/site

Southern California Secular Humanist Conference.org (in San
Diego)
Whatstheharm.net

month at 1:30pm at the Irvine Ranch Water District

15600 Sand Canyon Ave. Irvine, CA 92618
http://www.au-oc.org/
AU General Meeting: 4th Sundays, 11:00 a.m. at
Center for Inquiry West,
4773 Hollywood Blvd. Presentation followed by lunch
and afternoon activity.
Board meets briefly at 10:30 a.m. for members’
concerns. Childcare is available.
http://atheists.meetup.com/705/
Adopt-a-Highway: Help us keep our roads clean in the
name of atheism!
AU hosts the southbound strip of the Glendale
Freeway, Hwy 2, south of the 210.
Keeping the road clean allows us to keep our signage
there. Good exercise, and fun company! Two
Saturdays a month. Dates vary. Contact Steve 310670-7131

ncse.com

pfaw.org

James Randi Educational Foundation

Americans United
Meets the third
Sunday of the

BackyardSkeptics.com – meets once a month in Villa
Park (Orange County) also see meetup.com/backyardskeptics
Center for Inquiry -Lectures 1st and 3rd Sundays,
11a.m. 4773 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles.
Free for members of CFI, $6 for non-members
http://centerforinquiry.net/la
San Diego Coalition of Reason
FreethoughtAllaince.org – sponsors debates and events
in southern California
Free Thinkers for Liberty.org

Freethinkers for Liberty
is an organization of humanists and others who reject all
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superstition, in favor of rationality and critical thinking,
who also respect the freedoms our forefathers described
in the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

Freethinkers Toastmasters: Want to improve your
speaking abilities in a fun and supportive group?
Join FTTM on 2nd & 4th Saturdays at 2 p.m. at the
Center for Inquiry West.
More information: David: 310-479-6318.
http://www.freethinkersclub.org
GALAH: Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists- 2nd
Sundays, 1 p.m.,
Center for Inquiry West, 4773 Hollywood Blvd.
Contact Ken Wolverton 818-554-9858 or
galahla@aol.com

Generation Atheist: A meeting group for atheists in
their 20s and 30s, 3rd Sundays, location changes
monthly. http://atheists.meetup.com/724/Hollywood/
East LA: 2nd Tuesdays, 7 p.m. at Atwater Village in
Glendale .Contact Steven Gibson 562-900-2834.
http://atheists.meetup.com/212/
Humanist Association of Orange County
Meets the
third Sunday of the month at 1:30pm at the Irvine
Ranch Water District 15600 Sand Canyon Ave. Irvine,
CA 92618 http://www.meetup.com/OCHumanists
Humanist Association of Los Angeles: 2nd Sunday,
11:00 a.m.,
Colorado Center Community Room (same as Yahoo
Center),
2500 Broadway, Santa Monica (near corner of 26th
Avenue and Broadway); Contact: Larry Taylor 310479-2236,
larry-a-taylor@att.net
Inland Empire: 1st Wednesday, 7 p.m., Riverside
Unitarian Church 3657 Lemon St., Riverside Contact
JanGoings@aol.com
http://atheists. meetup.com/ 499/
Lancaster “Antelope Valley Freethinkers” 4th Thurs.,
7pm, Camille’s Garden Cafe, Lancaster
http://atheists. meetup.com/ 615/
Long Beach: 3rd Fridays, 7 p.m., at Hometown Buffet,
290 E. 4th St.
Meal cost is $16. Contact Rodney 562-437- 4370 or
Hank Schultz,
whschultz@mac.com.
http://atheists.meetup.com/487/
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Orange County Atheists, meets one a month at the
IHOP across from OC Airport
http://www.ocatheists.com/
Orange County Atheist United Chapter: 2nd Sundays,
10:30 a.m.,
Tee Room, 3100 Irvine Ave Newport Beach
Contact Norman 310-408-8653 (cell).
Atheists United San Fernando Valley: 3rd Thursday,
6:30 p.m., Kountry Folks Restaurant,
on Sepulveda Blvd. and Chase St.
Contact Henry at 818-988-2806, after 5:00 p.m.
http://atheists.meetup.com/614/
San Diego New Atheists and Agnostics

http://www.meetup.com/atheists-518/
Atheists United Santa Clarita: 2nd Sundays, 11 a.m.,
at Greenhouse Café, 26586 Bouquet Cyn. Rd., Santa
Clarita http://atheists.meetup.com/670/
Atheists United South Bay/Torrance: 3rd Sundays,
7p.m., At Marie Callender’s, 2979 Artesia Blvd,
Redondo Beach http://atheists.meetup.com/729/
Atheists United Ventura: 4th Mondays, 7pm,
E.P. Foster Library, 651 E Main Street, Ventura.
Contact Brian Parra for info: 805-794-4714,
venturaatheists@yahoo.com
http://atheists.meetup.com/494/
Ventura “Freethought Parents Network”:
Kids playgroup meets every Tuesday at 11am,
Locations subject to change
http://www.meetup.com/freethoughtparents/
WestValley Secular Humanists: Last Sundays, 2 p.m.,
Daphne’s Greek Café, 5780 Canoga Ave. Unit B,
Woodland Hills
http://secularhumanism.meetup.com/17/

