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From the Editor 
It’s amazing how many events are happening in the U.S. concerning the separation of church and 
state.  Although it’s easy to see the out-Gods-manship going on in recent weeks with the 
Republican candidates, there has been other challenges such as the new lawsuit to remove 
“Under God” in our pledge (see the enclosed article) and a recent protest at the Mt Soledad cross 
in San Diego.    

I never protested in my life – until that balance of complacency became too much to bear.  Going 
out in public empowers one with the feeling of independence, of self-respect and actually doing 
something for a cause which one thinks is important. I suggest it for anyone who cares enough 
about any current issue they feel is worthwhile.   

Moving on to some new topics in the SG – I have added “Atheist News” and “Politics” to the side 
menus. These two topics, even though they are newsworthy, seem to belong in a subcategory all 
to themselves.  

Sorry if some of the links do not bring you to the articles from the menu.  Transferring to a pdf 
format and/or the email program somehow eliminates them.  But I have included all the hyperlinks 
in the headlines and at the end of each article.  At worst you can copy and paste them into your 
browser to read the entire article.  

Bruce Gleason           

 
 
 

Billboard Fever 
Happy Valentine’s Day!  We 
celebrate this romantic day with 
the only atheist billboard in 
America designed for all non-
believing couples.   See the article 
in the OC Weekly HERE  

http://blogs.ocweekly.com/navelgazing/2012/02/valentines_day_atheist_billboa.php 

If you’re wondering if atheists are actually better lovers the answer is YES!  

 A 2010 article by Kanazawa mentions that atheists are more likely to be sexually exclusive (more 
loyal) and have higher IQ's. 

A study by Lefkowitz says religious people had less efficacy with condom use and strange 
thoughts about HIV risk.  Other studies have repeatedly found that religious people are less 
educated about sex, have higher teen pregnancy rates and have higher rates of sexually 
transmitted diseases. 
Atheists make better lovers because they have less guilt about sex, while people believing in 
religious superstitions attach a negative aspect to sex.  We do not think a supernatural deity is 
watching us - neither in life nor in bed.  Many Americans have a great deal of distrust with atheists 
even though many friends, fellow workers and family members are atheists. It's common knowledge among atheists that 
they are just as moral, and often more moral than the religious believers. 
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Sam Harris 

Printed with permission 

The Fireplace Delusion  
 

It seems to me that many nonbelievers have forgotten—or never 
knew—what it is like to suffer an unhappy collision with scientific 
rationality. We are open to good evidence and sound argument as 
a matter of principle, and are generally willing to follow wherever 
they may lead. Certain of us have made careers out of bemoaning 
the failure of religious people to adopt this same attitude. 
However, I recently stumbled upon an example of secular 
intransigence that may give readers a sense of how religious 
people feel when their beliefs are criticized. It’s not a perfect 
analogy, as you will see, but the rigorous research I’ve conducted 
at dinner parties suggests that it is worth thinking about. We can call the phenomenon “the fireplace delusion.” 
On a cold night, most people consider a well-tended fire to be one of the more wholesome pleasures that humanity has 
produced. A fire, burning safely within the confines of a fireplace or a woodstove, is a visible and tangible source of 
comfort to us. We love everything about it: the warmth, the beauty of its flames, and—unless one is allergic to smoke—the 
smell that it imparts to the surrounding air. 
I am sorry to say that if you feel this way about a wood fire, you are not only wrong but dangerously misguided. I mean to 
seriously convince you of this—so you can consider it in part a public service announcement—but please keep in mind 
that I am drawing an analogy. I want you to be sensitive to how you feel, and to notice the resistance you begin to muster 
as you consider what I have to say.  
 
Because wood is among the most natural substances on earth, and its use as a fuel is universal, most people imagine 
that burning wood must be a perfectly benign thing to do. Breathing winter air scented by wood smoke seems utterly 
unlike puffing on a cigarette or inhaling the exhaust from a passing truck. But this is an illusion. 
Here is what we know from a scientific point of view: There is no amount of wood smoke that is good to breathe. It is at 
least as bad for you as cigarette smoke, and probably much worse. (One study found it to be 30 times more potent a 
carcinogen.) The smoke from an ordinary wood fire contains hundreds of compounds known to be carcinogenic, 
mutagenic, teratogenic, and irritating to the respiratory system. Most of the particles generated by burning wood are 
smaller than one micron—a size believed to be most damaging to our lungs. In fact, these particles are so fine that they 
can evade our mucociliary defenses and travel directly into the bloodstream, posing a risk to the heart. Particles this size 
also resist gravitational settling, remaining airborne for weeks at a time. 
Once they have exited your chimney, the toxic gases (e.g. benzene) and particles that make up smoke freely pass back 
into your home and into the homes of others. (Research shows that nearly 70 percent of chimney smoke reenters nearby 
buildings.) Children who live in homes with active fireplaces or woodstoves, or in areas where wood burning is common, 
suffer a higher incidence of asthma, cough, bronchitis, nocturnal awakening, and compromised lung function. Among 
adults, wood burning is associated with more-frequent emergency room visits and hospital admissions for respiratory 
illness, along with increased mortality from heart attacks. The inhalation of wood smoke, even at relatively low levels, 
alters pulmonary immune function, leading to a greater susceptibility to colds, flus, and other respiratory infections. All 
these effects are borne disproportionately by children and the elderly. More here: http://www.samharris.org/blog/item/the-
fireplace-delusion 
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Science NewsScience NewsScience NewsScience News

 Kids are less likely to 

come with supernatural 

explanations than adults

  

It's pretty much taken as an assumption these days that 
human beings are 'natural-born believers'. Ask a 
cognitive scientist who specializes in religion, and they 
will tell you that our brains are predisposed to all sorts of 
supernatural concepts.  
One consequence of this consensus is a vast outpouring 
of articles and books pondering over what the 
evolutionary advantages of religion are. A lot of these 
explanations are pretty tendentious, and to me it has 
never seemed likely that this was the whole story.
One popular way to investigate the 'naturalness' of 
religion problem is to see if supernatural concepts are 
hardwired into children - as you would expect if religious 
ideas are intuitive and naturalistic ideas have to be 
learned. Perhaps surprisingly there are very few studies 
to support this idea - the same 'classic' studies keep 
getting recycled in each new article or book.
And when independent researchers outside the core 
groups test the hypothesis, they often get results that 

  
Healing On The Streets Ads Banned: Advertising Stan dards Authority Bans 
Ads Touting Divine Healing  
By Al Webb 
Religion News Service 
LONDON (RNS) Britain's powerful media advertising 
watchdog has banned a Christian group from claiming 
on its website and brochures that God's cure
can heal a string of medical ailments. 
The Advertising Standards Authority, the independent 
regulator of advertising in all British media, ruled that the 
ads generated by the group Healing on the Streets
irresponsible and misleading. 
The ASA, whose tight rules are considered among the 
world's most stringent, cites a leaflet produced by the 
group from its center in the spa town of Bath, England, 
claiming that God "can heal you from any sickness."
Among illnesses that can be cured with divine help, it 
said, are "ulcers, depression, allergies, fibromyalgia, 
asthma, paralysis, phobias, sleeping disorders or any 
other sickness." 
The ASA told the BBC that someone had complained 
about the group's leaflets and website, and the panel 
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explanations than adults  

It's pretty much taken as an assumption these days that 
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specializes in religion, and they 
will tell you that our brains are predisposed to all sorts of 
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of articles and books pondering over what the 

are. A lot of these 
explanations are pretty tendentious, and to me it has 
never seemed likely that this was the whole story. 
One popular way to investigate the 'naturalness' of 
religion problem is to see if supernatural concepts are 

as you would expect if religious 
ideas are intuitive and naturalistic ideas have to be 
learned. Perhaps surprisingly there are very few studies 

the same 'classic' studies keep 
getting recycled in each new article or book.  

en independent researchers outside the core 
groups test the hypothesis, they often get results that 

don't fit 
the 
story. 
That's 
the 
case 
with a new study by Jacqui Woolley, a psychologist at 
the University of Texas. 
She and her colleagues read some short t
bunch of kids (67 in total) aged 8, 10 or 12, and also 22 
adults. All the stories illustrated a 'difficult to explain' 
event. 
For example, one featured a guy who steals a little 
money regularly, until he has enough money to buy a 
really fast car - which he promptly crashes. Another 
featured a terminal cancer patient whose cancer went 
away 'miraculously'. And another featured a woman who 
jogged regularly, and yet on her wedding day she tripped 
and hurt her leg badly - thus making her miss her 
wedding and also stopped her running. The stories were 
designed to illustrate events that could be ascribed to 
moral justice, divine intervention, or luck/fate.  
More here: 
http://epiphenom.fieldofscience.com/2011/10/supernatur
al-explanations-just-dont.html 

Healing On The Streets Ads Banned: Advertising Stan dards Authority Bans 
 

LONDON (RNS) Britain's powerful media advertising 
watchdog has banned a Christian group from claiming 

its website and brochures that God's cure-all powers 

The Advertising Standards Authority, the independent 
regulator of advertising in all British media, ruled that the 
ads generated by the group Healing on the Streets are 

The ASA, whose tight rules are considered among the 
world's most stringent, cites a leaflet produced by the 
group from its center in the spa town of Bath, England, 
claiming that God "can heal you from any sickness." 

illnesses that can be cured with divine help, it 
said, are "ulcers, depression, allergies, fibromyalgia, 
asthma, paralysis, phobias, sleeping disorders or any 

The ASA told the BBC that someone had complained 
website, and the panel 

had "concluded that (the ads) could encourage false 
hope and were irresponsible." 
In a statement, the healing group said "it seems very 
odd to us that the ASA wants to prevent us from stating 
on our website the basic Christian belie
heal illness." 
More: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/02/06/healing
on-the-streets-ads-
banned_n_1258337.html?1328583471&icid=maing
grid7%7Cmain5%7Cdl4%7Csec3_lnk1%26pLid%3D133332
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Black Hole Came from a Shredded Galaxy  
ScienceDaily (Feb. 15, 2012) — Astronomers using NASA's Hubble 
Space Telescope have found a cluster of young, blue stars encircling 
the first intermediate-mass black hole ever discovered. The presence of 
the star cluster suggests that the black hole was once at the core of a 
now-disintegrated dwarf galaxy. The discovery of the black hole and the 
star cluster has important implications for understanding the evolution of 
supermassive black holes and galaxies. Read more here 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2012/02/120215123945.htm 
 
 
    
The verdict is in on climate change  
Recently I had jury duty, and during jury selection something remarkable occurred. Early in the proceedings, the judge 
posed a hypothetical question to the 60 or so potential jurors in the room: "If I were to send you out now and ask you to 
render a verdict, what would it be? How many of you would vote not guilty?" A few raised their hands. "How many would 
vote guilty?" A few more raised their hands. "And how many would say you didn't know enough to decide?" Every 
remaining hand — about 50 people — went up immediately. That, of course, was the wrong answer, and the judge 
proceeded to explain why. In the American system of justice, there is a presumption of innocence. Because no evidence 
had been presented, the state had not proved its case beyond a reasonable doubt, and we would have to render a verdict 
of not guilty. After her explanation, she posed the question again, and (except for a few who clung to guilty and were sent 
home) we all raised our hands for not guilty.  More: http://articles.latimes.com/2012/jan/22/opinion/la-oe-oreskes-judging-
climate-change-20120122 

    
    
AtheistAtheistAtheistAtheist    NewsNewsNewsNews    
 

Bullying is not religious freedom - Religious equal ity 
doesn't equal bullying 
By Brian Peterson,  

 
In January the Pennsylvania House of Representatives voted unanimously to declare 
2012 the "Year of the Bible". 

In Indiana last week, a bill was passed by the state Senate to allow the teaching of Creationism in science class. 

In Texas high schools, health textbooks describe the emotional trauma of sexual activity, yet do not mention 
contraception. 

In multiple states there are concerted attacks on women's health and reproductive rights. Forty-one states have either 
constitutional amendments or state laws that ban same-sex marriage. The Defense of Marriage Act has a provision that 
allows states to deny recognition of another state's marriage license. There are seven states that have laws prohibiting 
atheists from serving in an elected office. In the current Congress, made of of 535 members, not one is an open atheist, 
while 483 identify as some Christian sect. And yet, the religious right has the audacity to claim that they are victims of 
persecution in the United States. 

This claim has all of the validity of a bully who vilifies, harasses, physically intimidates and assaults their target, then, 
when their victim dares to fight back, screams about how awful the other person is and demands the mantle 
of victimhood. Take, for example, the current case of Jessica Alquist.  This last month Jessica won a court case in Rhode 
Island, where her public high school was forced to take down an overtly Christian prayer, displayed in their school. In the 
immediate aftermath of the ruling, this 16-year-old female student received threats of rape and murder, in addition to the 
harassment from the Christian community in her school. Even a Rhode Island state Representative got in on the action 
and referred to Jessica as an "evil little thing".  She had to have a police escort through the halls of her school. 

Conservative Christians will cite cases, such as Jessica's, as evidence for their claim of persecution. They would add into 



5 
 

this mix the ban on government sponsored prayer in school, the gay agenda for equality, abortion rights, sex education, 
and the limiting of religious exemptions from certain types of discrimination when religious groups contract with the 
government. Yet none of these are an attack on religious freedoms; they are a retraction of inappropriate and illegal 
privilege that conservative Christians now feel they are entitled to. 

Does it sometimes smart when your extraordinary privilege is chipped away, in order to ensure equality under the 
law?Sure, but that does not mean there is any persecution under way. 

As BioWare's David Gaider put it when his company dared allow same-sex relationships in their games, "They're so used 
to being catered to that they see the lack of catering as an imbalance."  This imbalance is now being addressed by our 
government, which is on its way to seeing Christianity as just one religion amongst many, or none, in this country. 

Every Christian, be they Baptist, Methodist, Mormon, Seven-Day Adventist, Jehovah's Witness, will have the same rights 
as every Hindu, Muslim, Pagan, Buddhist, etc.  Even those of us without a belief in a higher power will be fairly and 
equitably treated by our government.   http://www.houstonianonline.com/viewpoints/bullying-is-not-religious-freedom-
1.2697460#.TzPuocWmgsK 

 
 

Atheism in America  

By Julian Baggini.  Photography by Jason Andrew 

Godlessness is the last big taboo in the US, where non-believers face discrimination and isolation 
 
 Point, Texas (pop. 792) is not the easiest place for a single lesbian to raise her child. But neither her sexuality nor her unwed 
parenthood are enough to make Renee Johnson an American conservative’s worst nightmare. As she explained to me when I met her 
at Rains County Library, “I’d rather have a big ‘L’ or ‘lesbian’ written across my shirt than a big ‘A’ or ‘atheist’, because people are going 
to handle it better.” 
We had met in a private room because Johnson worried that anywhere else in the town, people might overhear us and be offended by 
her godlessness. No wonder she often feels alone in her non-belief. But Johnson is far from unique. As I found out when I travelled 
across the US last year, atheists live in isolation and secrecy all over the country. In a nation that celebrates freedom of religion like no 
other, freedom not to be religious at all can be as hard to exercise as the right to swim the 
Atlantic. 
 

America is the well-known exception to the rule that the wealthier and better-educated a 
country is, the less religious its population. As a Pew Research Center report put it, 
when it comes to religiosity, “the US is closer to considerably less developed nations, such 
as India, Brazil and Lebanon than to other western nations.” But what is less discussed 
is what this means for the minority who are not just apathetic about their faith, but have 
actively rejected it. 
A report from the Pew Research Center last November showed that 53 per cent of 
Americans say it is necessary to believe in God to be moral. That is one reason why 
many are afraid of coming out, to the extent that both American Atheists and the 
American Humanist Association (AHA) will, on request, send mailings to members under 
plain covers. Roy Speckhardt, executive director of the AHA, says that even some 
of the committed rationalists who work in their Washington offices tell family that they work 
for a “humanitarian group”. 

Could it be that they are too afraid? “Before Breaking the Spell came out,” says Dennett 
of his new book, “a lot of people advised me that I was going to have to go into 
hiding, or have bodyguards, unlist my phone number and all this. And I didn’t know that they weren’t right. A few months after the book 
came out, it was very clear that they were wrong.” 

There’s another reason why atheists might be better off out than in. Researching his PhD, the sociologist Chris Garneau of the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln found that, although people who self-identify as atheists are more likely to experience stigma than other 
seculars, such as agnostics and humanists, those who are out are significantly less likely to report psychological distress than those 
who struggle to keep their dissent silent. 

Things could be starting to get better for atheists in America. Both Speckhardt and Silverman claim that the number of people who don’t 
believe in God in the US has more or less doubled over the past decade, with even faster growth among the young. Validating that 
claim is difficult, in part because the word “atheism” is poison. The American Religious Identification Survey 2008 reckoned that about 
12 per cent of Americans were atheist or agnostic, though only 0.7 per cent self-identified as atheist and only 2.3 per cent said there 
was no such thing as God. Surveys do agree, however, that atheism is on the rise, albeit from a very low base. 

More: http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/d2239780-4d4e-11e1-8741-00144feabdc0.html#ixzz1liXMLZBR 

 



6 
 

 

ChurchChurchChurchChurch----State State State State NewsNewsNewsNews    

  
  
‘Under God’ Once Again   

ACTON, Mass. -- Reciting the words "under God" during the Pledge of Allegiance 
discriminates and marginalizes the children of atheists, a Middlesex Superior Court 
was told on Monday. 

  Click Like For Boston News Updates: 

"This is a daily exercise that favors a particular religious view and defines patriotism according to a particular religious 
belief," said David Niosie, an attorney representing an Acton-Boxborough family, which has refused to identify itself. 

In the complaint, the plaintiffs called themselves John and Jane Doe, and are the parents of three children. One is in the 
system's high school, the other two, age 12 and 10, are in the junior high school. 

Geoffrey Bok, attorney for the school system, said it was indisputable that the pledge is both constitutional and voluntary. 

"This business that we’re marginalizing students," said Dr. Stephen Mills, superintendent of the Acton-Boxborough school 
district. "There's absolutely no recrimination, no negative consequences ever against a child who chooses not to say the 
pledge, or in this particular case, simply say the pledge and not say the words under God." 

Before stepping into court Monday, legal bills for the Acton Boxborough School District totaled $10,000. 

"I'd prefer to spend it on textbooks," said Mills. 

But Niosie argued that voluntary was not the point. 

"By conducting a daily exercise that says the nation is in fact under God in a patriotic context, which really suggests that 
non-believers are less patriotic that everyone else," said Niosie, who would not say who was paying his legal fees. 

The complaint also listed the American Humanist Association, a nonprofit incorporated in Illinois and located in 
Washington, D.C., as one of the plaintiffs. 

It stated AHA has 20,000 members, of which 1,000 reside in Massachusetts. 

Read more: http://www.thebostonchannel.com/news/30449531/detail.html#ixzz1mUSM8rUF 

 

Religion Over Rights?: Kansas Bill Would Let ‘Relig ious Freedom’ Curb 
Civil Liberties  
February 15, 2012 by Simon Brown in Wall of Separation |, KS 

Religious freedom is not under attack in the United States. Those who claim it is are using tactics of fear and distortion to 
justify radical changes that would make it much easier for them to impose their narrow version of faith onto unwilling third 
parties. 

If Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback and Lt. Gov. Jeff Coyler get their way, it will be legal to discriminate 
against gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender persons in the state – as long as you do it in the name of 
religion. 

A Lawrence, Kan., ordinance that offers broader protections against discrimination than state laws, 
prevents outright forms of bias. But a bill being considered by the Kansas House of Representatives, HB 
2260, would overturn that ordinance. 
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The bill essentially says government can’t stop anyone from exercising their religious rights unless it can 
show that religious exercise must be limited to advance a compelling government interest. HB 2260 would 
even let individuals sue the government if their exercise o
burdened.” 

Coyler said Feb. 14 during a hearing on the bill
the religious liberties of millions of Americans must be at the forefront of your debate,” according to the 
Lawrence Journal-World. “Religious liberty is at the heart of who we are as a people.”
http://au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/religion
freedom%E2%80%99-curb-civil 

 
 
 
Five Religious Leaders Who Fought Christian Theocracy  in America
We shouldn’t overlook members of the Christian clergy who have buttressed the church

Over the years, atheists, agnostics and skeptics of 
organized religion have taken a lot of high-profile stands 
in favor of the separation of church and state. Many 
Jews have been active in this area as well, and these 
days the ranks of church-state defenders are being 
augmented by Pagans, Wiccans, Buddhists, Hindus, 
Muslims and other religious minorities. 

But we shouldn’t overlook the many members of the 
Christian clergy who have buttressed the church
wall and those who still do so today. In fact, we might not 
have that wall at all if it weren’t for them. 

With that thought in mind, here are five preachers whose 
support for church-state separation is beyond dispute.

More: http://www.alternet.org/story/154125/5_brave_religious_leaders_who_fought_christian_theocracy_in_america
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1) Roger Williams : The founder of Rhode Island was an 
iconoclastic preacher who absolutely hated the idea of 
combining church and state. Williams, a Puritan minister 
in Massachusetts, was either exceedingly brave or 
exceedingly foolish (or possibly both). In one case, he 
went on the warpath after he got wind of the General 
Court’s plan to require every member of the colony to 
take a loyalty oath to the governor ending in the phrase, 
“So help me, God.” According to Willia
dangerous to force a man to swear a religious oath.

“A magistrate ought not to tender an oath to an 
unregenerate man,” wrote Williams, because it would 
cause the oath-taker “to take the name of God in vain.”

This and other pro-freedom outbursts 
Williams to the sour theocrats of Massachusetts. By 
1635 the Puritan leaders had had enough of him. The 
General Court found Williams guilty of “disseminating 
new and dangerous opinions” and banished him from 
the colony. Williams was ordered 
but fled into the wilderness. He purchased land from 
some Native Americans and called his settlement 
Providence. (In the process, he ditched the Puritans and 
became a Baptist – briefly. Williams remained on a 
spiritual quest all of his life.) 

http://www.alternet.org/story/154125/5_brave_religious_leaders_who_fought_christian_theocracy_in_america
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taker “to take the name of God in vain.” 

freedom outbursts did not endear 
Williams to the sour theocrats of Massachusetts. By 
1635 the Puritan leaders had had enough of him. The 
General Court found Williams guilty of “disseminating 
new and dangerous opinions” and banished him from 
the colony. Williams was ordered to return to England 
but fled into the wilderness. He purchased land from 
some Native Americans and called his settlement 
Providence. (In the process, he ditched the Puritans and 

briefly. Williams remained on a 
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Birth Control Battle: Obama Must Stand Firm Against  Sectarian Lobbies  
February 13, 2012 by Simon Brown in Wall of Separation 

Ultimately this isn’t just about exempting churches or 
even about exempting church hospitals and colleges. 
This is about the kind of country we’re going to be. Do 
we want to be a country where the government takes its 
orders from right-wing clergy, or do we want laws that 
ensure fairness, equality and freedom of conscience for 
all? 
Who gets to decide how you run your life: you or a small 
group of aggressive religious leaders? 
In a nation that separates religion and government, the 
answer ought to be easy. Apparently it’s not. 
As USA Today reports, the battle over birth control 
access has turned into a major church-state conflict. The 
Roman Catholic hierarchy, the Religious Right and their 
right-wing political allies are trying to deny women 
access to fundamental contraceptive services solely 
because those services don’t conform to church 
doctrines. 

It’s outrageous that the Catholic bishops and their 
fundamentalist Christian accomplices think they can 
enlist the government to enforce religious doctrines, 
even if it impacts the most personal and intimate parts of 
Americans’ lives. 
President Barack Obama initially exempted houses of 
worship from the birth control mandate, but that wasn’t 
enough for ultra-conservative church leaders. So on 
Feb. 10, Obama compromised further. He reconfigured 
Health and Human Services regulations to mandate that 
insurance companies, not “faith-based” organizations, 
pick up the tab for contraceptive coverage. 
Did that make the bishops and their buddies happy? Of 
course not! The Catholic hierarchy and the Religious 
Right want an exemption so broad that any employer 
anywhere can deny coverage by claiming a religious 
belief. 

 
More http://au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/birth-control-battle-obama-must-stand-firm-against-sectarian-lobbies

 

    
WWWWould like you to call ould like you to call ould like you to call ould like you to call BBBBill?ill?ill?ill?............    
There an atheist in New York who saw my profile in the Freedom From Religion Foundations newsletter, 
Freethought Today, and called me up to chat.  Bill has Parkinson’s disease and is unable to use a computer.  
He is an atheist, but does not get out much.  He enjoys conversation over the phone and has asked be to 
give his phone number to all the Secular Gazette readers so you may call him for a little conversational 
enjoyment.  His phone is 718-815-8084.  He lives in New York, so don’t call him after 6pm PST time.  Please 
call and give him 5 minutes of pleasure speaking to another non-believer. He would love to hear from you. 
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Religious Right Watch 
 
The Catholic Hierarchy’s Bold New Church-State 
Lobbying Blitz – And How It Might Affect 
Your Rights 
 

 

Last fall, Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan of New York City unleashed a stinging 
attack on President Barack Obama. 

Dolan, who serves as president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB), issued a Sept. 30 press release asserting that religious liberty is 
“increasingly and in unprecedented ways under assault in America” thanks to 
the Obama administration. He announced that the bishops would form a new 
Washington lobbying unit to fight Obama’s policies on reproductive justice, 
gay rights and other social issues affecting church-affiliated schools and 
ministries. 

A few weeks later, Dolan received an invitation to the White House. A detailed account of the Nov. 8 meeting has not 
been issued, but Dolan later reported to his fellow bishops that he left the meeting feeling upbeat. 

“I found the president of the United States to be very open to the sensitivities of the Catholic community,” Dolan remarked. 
“I left there feeling a bit more at peace about this issue than when I entered.” 

Shortly after that, Obama gave Dolan another reason to smile: Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius 
announced that she was rejecting a recommendation from the Food and Drug Administration to make emergency 
contraception more broadly available without a prescription. 

The Obama-Dolan exchange underscores the political power of the U.S. bishops, a group of men who stand much more 
to the right on social issues than the church membership does. 

As the largest Christian denomination in America, the membership of the Catholic Church is an important political 
constituency. It’s also volatile. Fifty-four percent of Catholic voters supported Obama in 2008, but since then the church’s 
bishops have been critical of the president, blasting him for, among other things, supporting legal abortion and being too 
gay friendly. 

Dissatisfaction with the president led the USCCB to take the extraordinary step of announcing the creation of the new 
lobbying body called the Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty. 

The bishops already engage in significant lobbying in Washington 
but said they wanted to form a unit specifically dedicated to 
“religious liberty and marriage issues.” It is chaired by Bishop 
William Lori of Bridgeport, Conn., and includes a lawyer and a 
lobbyist, both of whom will focus on social issues full time. 

Catholic News Service reported that Lori decried the tendency to 
treat religion “as merely a private matter between an individual and 
one’s own God. Instead of promoting toleration of differing religious 
views, some laws, some decisions and some administrative 
regulations treat religion not as a contributor to our nation’s 
common morality but rather as a divisive and disruptive force better 
kept out of public life.” 

 
 
 

Enjoy reading the Secular Gazette? 
 

Subscribe using PayPal micropayments to the 
Secular Gazette for only $.99 an issue 

 
Go to www.freethoughtalliance.org 

to help us continue to bring you the most 
recent news in skepticism, atheism, science 

and church-state separation.  
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Evo EducationEvo EducationEvo EducationEvo Education                         
Antievolution legislation in Alabama  
 

 
A bill introduced in the Alabama House of Representatives 
would allow local boards of education to award credit for 
religious instruction — and its sponsor says that it is intended 
as a vehicle for teaching creationism. House Bill 133, 
introduced on February 7, 2012, by Blaine Galliher (R-District 

30), and referred to the House Committee on Education Policy, would, if 
enacted, "authorize local boards of education to include released time religious instruction as an elective course for high 
school students." 

Such released time programs, writes (PDF) Anne Marie Lofaso in Religion in the Public Schools (2009, p. 64), are 
generally constitutionally permissible "as long as (1) there is no evidence that the public schools enforce attendance at the 
religious schools by punishing absentees from the released time programs with truancy sanctions; (2) the school 
authorities remain neutral about the program and do nothing other than release the students for the religious instruction 
upon the request of their parents; (3) the school authorities do not force or coerce any student to attend the religious 
instruction; and (4) the school authorities do not actually bring the religious instruction into the public school." 

More http://ncse.com/news/2012/02/antievolution-legislation-alabama-007208 
 
NCSE Adds Climate Change To Its Headline of Educati on  
Welcome to the National Center for Science Education’s climate change education initiative. Long respected for its work 
in defending and supporting the teaching of evolution in the public schools, in 2012 NCSE launched this new initiative to 
defend and support the teaching of climate change. This section of the website includes the four main sections of the 
climate change education resources here. 

 

There is substantial scientific agreement about the occurrence, causes, and consequences of 
climate change. Yet due to the inherent complexity of the topic and the social controversies 
surrounding it, confusion and doubt often persist. “Climate Change 101” presents the 
central questions about climate change — is the climate changing? are humans causing that 
change? what will the consequences be? what can be done about it? — answering them 
based on the current best scientific understanding. 

 

It is important for the science of climate change to be taught, both in formal and informal 
educational environments, in order for future citizens to be able to make scientifically informed 
decisions about the consequences of climate change. But educators face challenges in helping 
their students attain climate literacy. “Teaching about Climate Change” reviews these 
challenges and offers suggestions and resources to help meet them. 

The social controversy over climate change is in part due to climate change denial. In order 
to defend and support the teaching of climate change, it is important to understand — and be 
able to rebut — arguments about climate science, and to understand why people choose to 
attack such well-tested science. “Climate Change Denial” provides the essential tools, and 
also describes how climate change denial is already threatening the integrity of science education. 
 
There are obstacles to climate change education beyond the attempts of climate change deniers to undermine climate 
change education. Even in the absence of such attacks, it is often difficult to find resources, support, or even a niche for 
teaching climate change within the educational system. Fortunately, there are solutions. “Taking Action”provides 
resources and tips for defending and supporting climate change education. 
 
More: http://ncse.com/climate 
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God is Imaginary 
 

Proof #9 - Understand ambiguity  
 
Let's imagine that you have cancer and that you are a believer. 
You pray to God for a cure, you undergo surgery and 
chemotherapy, and the cancer does in fact go into remission. 
What cured you? Was it the chemotherapy, or was it God? 
In other words, is there any way to know whether God is 
playing a role or not when we pray? 
The problem is that, in this imagined case, there is ambiguity. 
The Christian believes that God answered the prayer, but it 
could also be a simple coincidence. 
All scientific evidence clearly indicates that it is, in fact, 
a coincidence. Whenever we do a scientific experiment on the 
efficacy of prayer, the data shows no effect from prayer 
(see this proof). Scientific evidence indicates that "answered 
prayers" really are coincidences every single time. 
So how do we figure this out? Is God answering prayers as Christians believe, or is it coincidence as science indicates? 
The way to answer that question is to remove the ambiguity. We make it impossible for the "answered prayer" to be a 
coincidence, and then we see what happens. 
The way to remove the ambiguity is to say a prayer that cannot be answered by coincidence. For example, instead of 
praying that God cures one person's cancer, pray that God eliminates all cancer tomorrow. There is only one way for that 
to happen. God would have to exist, and God would have to reach down from heaven and explicitly work a miracle on 
earth. 
What we find whenever we perform an unambiguous experiment like this is that God never answers unambiguous 
prayers. Jesus promises in many places in the Bible that he will answer prayers -- even impossible prayers. But what you 
find whenever you put Jesus to the test is that Jesus is making a false promise. 
What we find is that God never answers impossible prayers - even if the prayers are incredibly worthy. For example: 

• Pray to God to levitate a car and hold it floating in the air for ten minutes. It will not happen, even if you are 
praying to levitate the car because a drunk driver has run over a college freshman and she is currently pinned 
under one of the wheels. 

• Pray to God to let you fly through the air like Superman. It will not happen, even if you are praying to fly like 
superman so that you can rise up to a tenth story window and save two children from their burning apartment. 

• Pray to God to fill your basement with $100 million in small unmarked bills. It will not happen, even if you plan to 
donate the $100 million that God gives you to a worthy and deserving charity. 

• Pray to God to restore the amputated limbs of a deserving, penitent believer. It will not happen, no matter how 
sincere you are in your prayer. 

None of these prayers will ever be answered. We know that with certainty. If they were answered, we would see people 
flying thought the air like Superman on the evening news. We would see amputated limbs regenerating all the time. Every 
Christian charity would be fully funded and there would not be 10 million children starving to death every year. [ref] 
These unambiguous prayers are how we know, for sure, that God/Jesus are not actually answering prayers. The scientific 
evidence is correct. "Answered prayers" are nothing more than simple coincidences every single time. The whole idea of 
"God answering prayers" is a complete illusion because God is imaginary. 
http://godisimaginary.com/i9.htm 
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Skeptoid 
  

By Brian Dunning  

Re-printed with permission 

The Versailles Time Slip  
Did two women visiting Versaille in 1901 time-travel back to the days of Marie Antoinette? 

 
The year was 1901, and a pair of friends, 55-year-old 
Anne Moberly and 38-year-old Eleanor Jourdain, 
were on holiday in France. They were both teachers 
at St. Hugh's College in Oxford. Moberly was in fact 
the Principal there, and Jourdain would become her 
successor fourteen years later. With a Baedeker's 
tourist guidebook in hand, the two set out to see the 
vast Palace of Versailles, the center of political 
power in France until the French Revolution in 1789. 
They turned to visit the Petit Trianon, a small 
chateau on the grounds given by Louis XVI to his 19-
year-old wife, Marie Antoinette, as a private retreat 
for her personal use. 
Moberly and Jourdain got a bit lost searching for the 
chateau, and it was during this interlude that they 
made history, even if only in some small way. They 
encountered several people in 1789 period attire, 
carrying out period activities, and passed a handful 
of structures that had not existed since 1789. Their 
unexpected visit to 112 years in the past culminated 
with an encounter with Marie Antoinette herself, 
sketching on the grounds of her chateau. It was only 
upon being snatched out of their reverie by a 
modern tour guide that Moberly and Jourdain 
suddenly found themselves once again in 1901. 
Within months they'd published their account in a 
book called An Adventure, and as they were both 
respected academics who did not desire bizarre 
publicity, they published it under pseudonyms. Their 
experience became variously known as the Versailles 
Time Slip, the Ghosts of Trianon, or the Moberly-
Jourdain Incident; and it has intrigued researchers, 
historians, and enthusiasts of the paranormal ever 
since. 
My own interest in this tale was triggered by the evident 
reliability of the witnesses. In so many cases of strange 
and inexplicable phenomena being reported, we hear 

that the witness or witnesses were people of great 
character or scientific credibility, and so it's often 
considered implausible that they could be mistaken or 
making the story up. The Versailles Time Slip is clearly 
one such case. Must we accept that the event happened 
as reported, due to the credibility of Moberly and 
Jourdain? Whether you've heard of the story before or 
not, it's a good lesson in how we should best assess 
cases where the witnesses' credibility is offered as 
evidence that the event was factual. 
Author Kathleen McGowan described the ladies as: 
Two highly educated Englishwomen women of 
impeccable reputation...  Writer Nell Rose observed: 
They were not liars, and both ladies had nothing to gain 
by making up this story. In fact it could go a long way to 
ruining their reputation. 
 
Frequently I'll hear something along the lines of "My 
Uncle Bob was a very trustworthy and honest man 
who would never make something up, therefore you 
should accept his ghost experience as a fact." 
Moberly and Jourdain's position as college teachers 
also gilds them with a cloak of authority, similar to 
that given to pilots or astronauts who see UFOs. 
Certainly a pilot's perception of a UFO cannot be 
mistaken, and certainly college teachers' perception 
of going back in time must have therefore happened 
as they thought. Well, not so much. It's not 
necessary to suggest that Reliable Uncle Bob must 
have been a liar for either his own perception to 
have been mistaken, or for the version of the story 
that finally made it down to you to have been 
altered. Neither is it necessary to cast doubt on 
Moberly and Jourdain's academic status to suggest 
that the story we have in the annals of urban legend 
does not reflect a literal time-travel event that must 
have happened exactly as reported. Human brains 
are fallible — including Uncle Bob, including pilots, 
and including academics. 
More: http://skeptoid.com/episodes/4296
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The Third Annual 

Orange County Freethought  Alliance ConferenceOrange County Freethought  Alliance ConferenceOrange County Freethought  Alliance ConferenceOrange County Freethought  Alliance Conference    
Promoting Science, Reason and Critical Thinking 

“Comparing the World Contributions: Science and Reli gion”   
UCI   May 19 & 20 th, 2012 
With a special public debate Saturday night  

 
This will be Orange County’s third secular conference, where all freethinkers, humanists, atheists, agnostics, and  church 

and state separatists can mingle with some of the most famous secular leaders of our time.  Our speakers will inspire, 
educate and entertain you.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Mr Deity          Michael Shermer       Brian Dunning       Barbara Forest         Jim Underdown             Aron Ra 
 

 
          Robert Price          Phil Zuckerman    Richard Carrier          Dan Barker            Dave Richards       Heina Dadabhoy 
 
 

Jan 1 – May 10    Pre-Registration: 
Saturday afternoon: $60,  Saturday night debate: $10, Sunday:$90, All-weekend pass:$130 

At-The-Door pricing, 
Saturday afternoon: $70, Saturday night debate:$10, Sunday:$110, All-weekend pass:$150 

Child-Car services:  $20 per day. $15 catered dinner Saturday $10 lox lunch on Sunday 
Students $35 Saturday, $45 Sunday 

     www.Freethoughtalliance.org
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Backyard Skeptics  

is part of Freethought Alliance, a 501C3 grass-
roots organization based in Villa Park, CA 
which sponsors monthly meetings with 
interesting secular speakers, dinner-and-a-
movie nights, science-oriented field trips, 
outreach programs for letting others know 
about our secular community and atheist 
advocacy programs. If you are local to Orange 
County you are welcome to join out meetup 
group to receive announcements of upcoming 
events.   http://www.backyardskeptics.com 

  

___________________________________ 

Keep this nation a secular one.    

Make your tax-deductable donation HERE 

http://freethoughtalliance.org/fta/donate/ 

___________________________________ 

 

Backyard Skeptics is now on Facebook and twitter – if 

you’re a Facebook fan then join our group page by 

searching for Backyard Skeptics. Follow us on Twitter at 

Backyardskeptic  (no ‘s’ at the end) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BYS News  
 

2/14/12 “Under God” In 

Pledge Questioned Under 

State Constitution 

2/9/12 Anti-rally at Mt 

Soledad on same day Supreme Court hears case 

2/9/12  Android’s Iris, like Apple’s Siri, hates abortion 

2/9/12  Female genital cutting sworn off by thousands of 

African villages 

2/7/12 Court Strikes Down Ban on Gay Marriage in 

California 

2/6/12 Philippines birth control legislation opposed by 

church 

2/3/12  WA Senate approves bill to legalize gay marriage 

2/3/12   Oregon lawmakers appear ready to end legal 

protections for faith-healing parents 

1/30/12 2 House bills promote religious symbols at war 

memorials 

 

Church State News  
2/10/12 Medina Valley ISD settles prayer suit   also  ’The 

Good News Club’: proselytizing in the public schools 

2/7/12 Protesters against the Mt Soledad cross invade 

press conference on same day the Supreme Court hears 

case  Article 1   Article 2   Article 3  Article 4 

2/7/12 Mt Soledad cross remains – for now  Video of 

debate HERE  CNN video HERE 
1/29/12 Year Of The Bible?: Pa. House Urges ‘Faith In 
God Through Holy Scripture’ 

1/23/12  Church-State Watchdog Group Scores 

Congress For Focusing On Divisive ‘Culture War’ Issues 

1/20/12  Church-State Watchdog Group Says President 

Was Right To Resist Sectarian Pressure 
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Backyard Skeptics Events  
http://backyardskeptics.com/wordpress/events2/ 

    
Feb 17 CFI Debate in Hollywood (no 
host) 

 

February 24, Goldstone Deep Space 
Satellite Complex north of Barstow.  all-
day field trip 

Feb 29 BYS Monthly Meeting, Villa Park, 
CA 

April 28 - 11am Pasadena DooDah 
Parade - Join us! 

March 14th  See the next episode of 
Cosmos in San Juan Capistrano 

March 25 Debate and Sam Harris 
Lecture, Cal Tech 

April 28 - 11am Pasadena DooDah 
Parade -   

  

Future Events 

Blackstar Canyon visit with the OC 
Astronomers Club 

Habitat for Humanity volunteer day 

Music Appreciation night – rock, classical and 
jazz 

Mt Wilson Observatory night  (we are renting 
the 60” telescope for the evening!)  

Orange County Freethought Alliance 
Conference  May 19 & 20, 2012 

Borego Springs overnighter with the OC 
Astronomy Club 

Joshua tree camping overnighter in June. 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

Billboard News 

 

 

On Feb 3, 2012, the Backyard Skeptic’s ‘Family” 
billboard off the 55 Freeway and Edinger in Santa Ana, 
CA, received some well-deserved press.  The billboard 
promotes ‘coming out’ to your family to make it easier for 
the next generation of atheists to do so. 

Press Release HERE 
http://backyardskeptics.com/Billboards/Family2.pdf 
 
Examiner Article HERE     
http://www.examiner.com/atheism-in-los-
angeles/billboard-tell-your-family-you-don-t-believe-gods 

 

Montery News HERE  
http://www.ksee24.com/news/local/Atheist-Billboard-in-
Santa-Ana-138710209.html

Enjoy reading the Secular Gazette? 
 

Subscribe using PayPal micropayments to the 
Secular Gazette for only $.99 an issue 

 
Go to www.freethoughtalliance.org 

to help us continue to bring you the most 
recent news in skepticism, atheism, science 

and church-state separation.  
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Born Atheist 

Chapter 24. Darwin 

should have done it. 
 

I am bewildered . . . I own that I cannot see, as plainly as 
others do, and as I should wish to do, evidence of design and 
beneficence on all sides of us. There seems to me too much 
misery in the world. I cannot persuade myself that a beneficent 
and omnipotent God would have designedly created the . . . 
[parasitic wasps] with the express intention of their feeding 
within the living bodies of caterpillars. Charles Darwin 
 
I am a strong advocate for free thought on all subjects, yet it 
appears to me (whether rightly or wrongly) that direct 
arguments against christianity & theism produce hardly any 
effect on the public; & freedom of thought is best promoted by 
the gradual illumination of men’s minds, which follows from 
the advance of science. It has, therefore, been always my 
object to avoid writing on religion, & I have confined myself 
to science. I may, however, have been unduly biassed [sic] by 
the pain which it would give some members of my family, if I 
aided in any way direct attacks on religion. Charles Darwin 
 
 
Evolution science, begun by Charles Darwin, should 
have dealt a death blow to Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam. That is what I mean by the title of this chapter, 
“Darwin should have done it.” Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam were invented by men before the rise of modern 
science. Sure, pre-Darwinian scientists like Copernicus 
and Galileo challenged the scriptures by declaring that 
the earth revolved around the sun, but scriptural 
statements that the earth is fixed in space are few and 
are unessential to the religionists’ myths. But evolution 
science shoots an arrow straight through the heart of 
the religious creation myth. 
 
The monotheisms have essentially the same creation 
story. The Koran does not have the creation myth all in 
one section, it jumps around. But the essence is the 
same as the Torah/Bible. For example: 
 
 

Your Guardian-Lord is Allah, Who created the 
heavens and the earth in six Days, then He established 
Himself on the Throne (of authority): He draweth the 
night as a veil O'er the day, each seeking the other in 
rapid succession: He created the sun, the moon, and  
the stars, (all) governed by laws under His command. 
Is it not His to create and to govern? Blessed be Allah, 
the cherisher and sustainer of the Worlds! 
 
       * * * 
 
And indeed We created man (Adam) out of an extract 
of clay (water and earth). 

 
       * * * 
        
It is He Who has created you from a single person 
(Adam), and (then) He has created from him his wife 
[Hawwa (Eve)], in order that he might enjoy the 
pleasure of living  
with her. 
 
       * * * 
 
And it is He Who spread out the earth, and set thereon 
mountains standing firm, and (flowing) rivers: and 
fruit of every kind He made in pairs, two and two. . . . 
And in the earth are tracts (diverse though) 
neighbouring, and gardens of vines and fields 
sown with corn, and palm trees growing out of single 
roots or otherwise: watered with the same water, yet 
some of them We make more excellent than others to 
eat. 

 
 
In contrast, the creation myth in the Torah/Bible is 
organized and linear: 
 

 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. 
 
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was 
over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters. 
 
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 
light. God saw that the light was good, and He 
separated the light from the darkness. God called the 
light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And 
there was evening, and there was morning--the 
first day. 
 
And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the 
waters to separate water from water.” So God made 
the expanse and separated the water under the expanse 
from the water above it. And it was so. God called the 
expanse “sky.” And there was evening, and  
there was morning--the second day. 
 
Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: 
seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear 
fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” 
And it was so. The land produced vegetation: plants 
bering seed according to their kinds and trees  
bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. 
And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, 
and there was morning--the third day. 
 
More: http://bornatheist.com/24.html 
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A conversation 

Jim works at a local Calvary Chapel, and Michael is a 
atheist friend of mine,  They have given me permission 
to post their email conversation here: 

 
Jim: Almost without exception the major sciences were 
founded by Christian theist 
Michael: Christian theists founded the major 
sciences??? This is perhaps the first time I've 
heard this claim made. Does anyone have any stats 
on this? I find this assertion to be questionable, 
seeing as how so many scientists today are atheist. 
Perhaps scientific awareness DOES "kill God"? 
  
The ultimate answer is, "God did it," but there are 
often vast landscapes to be explored, mapped, mined 
and built upon before halting at that ultimate truth.   
But if "God did it" then why not just settle on that 
and call it a day? Exploring, mapping, and 
mining seem superflous if you can just assert the 
cause. Heck, if prayer works then why not just 
ASK your god for the answers? That seems easier 
than all this pesky, laborious scientific research. 
We humans harbor a good measure of intellectual pride 
that makes the idea that we can't figure everything out 
abhorrent. But, the fact is, our minds are finite, and we 
will never plumb the depths of the Infinite. 
I have zero problem or pride keeping me from 
saying "I don't know." Where did all this come 
from? I don't know. I say "I don't know" all the 
time. It's intellectually honest to say "I don't know." 
I have no issues with the idea that I'll never know 
it all; I'm okay with that. I'm not sure who you're 
speaking of, but it's not people like me. 
Michael, there seemed to be a hint in your email of the 
"Who made God?" question that is the centerpiece of 
Richard Dawkins' The God Delusion. 
Partially, yes, but I'd never frame it as a "who" 
question. What I would like to know is the HOW 
regarding a god. If existence can't be claimed as 
eternal by an atheist, then why is it fair to claim a 
god is eternal? Why does a god get off the hook 
when it comes to explanations? 
The Christian God, the God of the Bible has no 
beginning, and was not made by anyone.  
I was a believing, born-again Christian from the 
cradle up till around age 33 (I'm 40 now) when I 
began asking the hard questions, so I am quite 
familiar with the Christian story and the Bible. I 
used to believe it ALL, every word, until I started 
actually reading it and thinking about it. I became 
an atheist after I decided to strengthen my faith 
and understanding of "God," whoever and whatever 
that might be. I ended up as an atheist as a result 
of trying to find a god that (as far as we can tell) 
does not exist. 
  

I do know a LOT of what the Bible says, and what I 
don't can easily be looked up. What I like to 
propose to believers is this: The Bible is WHAT you 
believe, I get that. Quoting it to me does nothing (I 
can quote you verses all day too). Let's set the 
Bible over here on the coffee table, and take it as 
given that what's in that book is WHAT you believe. 
Without picking it up and reading it to me, I'd like to 
know WHY you believe what's in that book. 
  
Thanks for taking the time to read. I don't expect 
you to answer everything I've presented here, but I 
appreciate any feedback you'd like to give. Cheers! 
 //// 
 

Jim, 

Assuming your particular god is real, which of these 
statements summarizes your view?: 

"My god is greater than all his creation." 

"My god is equal to his creation." 

"My god is lesser than his creation." 

 (I'm curious to know, and may have a follow-up 
question, depending on your answer.) 

  

Jim: "My god is greater than all his creation." 

 
Michael:  If your god is greater than his marvelous 
creation, why does his marvelous creation need to be 
explained and answered for in detail, yet he (even 
MORE marvelous) does not? In other words, why do 
theists think it's okay to use (scientific) findings to 
argue the incredible complexity and sheer vastness of 
the Universe, then insist something (or someONE) has 
to be behind it all, yet after they point out what that thing 
is (a god) then suddenly all need to explain that cause 
stops? Why should the hugeness and diversity of our 
Universe demand a causal answer when that causal 
answer is just explained away as "all powerful and 
eternal"?  
  
Frankly, I find the answer "god" to be an incredible cop 
out. I'm not the first to say this, but all the theist is doing 
is solving a mystery ("Where'd all this come from?") by 
creating an even bigger mystery ("Where'd that god 
come from?") which doesn't solve anything. If you're 
going to argue that vast complexity is the result of an 
even GREATER vast complexity, you're going to have to 
explain that GREATER complexity before it's considered 
a viable answer. 
  
Thanks for your time, I hope that made sense, and I 
appreciate hearing your response. 
  
Michael 



18 
 

 Secular DVDS from  

FreethoughtAlliance.org  and 
BackyardSkeptics.com  
 

Both of these sites have one of the largest 
selections of secular DVDs available 
anywhere.  Most DVDs are only $10.  Make a 
contribution to your secular organizations by 
ordering one of our entertaining and 
educational DVDs 
 
 
The 2011 Orange County Freethought Alliance 
Conference 3-DVD set.  !3 wonderful speakers.  
Enlightening, Educational and inspiring.  $34 
 

Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion: An Anthropological 
Survey of the Supernatural World with Adrian Novotny, 
Ph.D. $10 special 

Thomas Quinn - ”God Needs Therapy” (a comedy) $12 

 

Dr. Richard Carrier;  How Christianity Began Is Proof 
Enough It's Bunk $12 
 
San Diego Secular Humanist Conference 2011 -  
Entertaining speakers, engaging insights and thought-
provoking lectures. 2 DVDs  $45 
 
Ali Ayaan Hirsi      Ali is a spokesperson for human 
rights and a proponent against female  
mutilation in Muslim countries. Her riveting personal 
story is told with the help a local  
journalist, Jill Stewart. $10 

 
Sean McDowell vs. BYS - Commonalities of 
Christians and Atheists 
Sean visits Backyard Skeptics, then Bruce Gleason 
and Mark Smith visit Sean's church in  
San Juan Capistrano  A 2-DVD set.  $15 
 
Sarah Dunn -   Atheists in Prison: How the law, 
culture, psychology shape prison Populations  $10 
 
Dave Richards - Exploring logical fallacies and how to 
identify them $10 
 
Eugenie Scott - Creationism, evolution, education, 
and politics,  Taped at Chapman University, Orange 
CA  $10 
 
Orange County 2010 Freethought   
Alliance Conference 2- DVD set 
Enjoy 12 full-length seminars and an evening 
discussion panel for only $30     
 
Does God of the Bible Exist?   A 6- 
Person Panel Debate, December 2009   $20       
   
"The God Question" - 
 Debate between Shermer & De'Souza   $10 
 
Bruce Gleason - "Why Am I Am Atheist" speech at 
Calvary Church, Costa Mesa, CA  $10 
 
Dan Barker 2 DVD set   - Jesus Myth or  Fiction?   
and Why I Became An Atheist  $20 
 
Chris Mooney - The War on Science: What Have We 
Learned?  CFI lecture  $10 
 
John Shook - The God Theory is Dead   CFI lecture  
$10 
 
Edward Tabash - America at the Crossroads  $10 
 
Sean Carroll - The Origin of the Universe and the 
Arrow of Time    CFI lecture$10 
 
Ross Blocher - Swaddling Cloth out of Whole Cloth: 
Problems with the Nativity Story    CFI lecture $10 
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We need your donations! 
   

Although this e-newsletter is free, we hope you will make a painless 
subscription at only $.99 every two weeks. That’s just pennys a day. 

 
Go to http://freethoughtalliance.org/fta/secular-gazette/ to donate or 

subscribe.  
 

Freethought Alliance is a 501C3 organization and will gladly use your 
tax-deductible donation to promote secular values and the public 

education of non-belief.  
 

Use the DONATION button to make your donation of any amount  
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Funny Stuff 

 

 

 

National Secular Links 
Here are several secular links to other 
organizations supporting secularism, science and 
skepticism around the world: 

Americans United for Church and State Separation, National    
au.org 

 
American Humanist Assoc.    americanhumanist.org 

 
Atheist Alliance International    atheistalliance.org 

 
American Atheists    atheists.org/ 

 
Military Assoc. of Atheists and Freethinkers    atheists.org 

ACLU.org 

B E R T R A N D  R U S S E L L   S O C I E T Y     
www.users.drew.edu/~jlenz/brs.html 

CFI  centerforinquiry.net 

camp-quest.org 

Freedom From Religion Foundation         ffrf.org 

jennymccarthybodycount.com 

Meetup.com (search for humanist, agnostic, atheists or church 
and state in your area) 

National Center for Science Education    ncse.com 

People for the American Way     pfaw.org 

Richarddawkinsfoundation.org 

James Randi Educational Foundation    randi.org/site 

Southern California Secular Humanist Conference.org (in San 
Diego) 

Whatstheharm.net 
 
Local Southern California groups and 
links 
Ateos Unidos: The group for Spanish speakers!  

3rd Saturdays at 11 a.m. at the Center for Inquiry 

West, 4773 Hollywood Blvd. 

Contact Liliana at 323-466-4223.  

Americans United     Meets the third Sunday of the 

month at 1:30pm at the Irvine Ranch Water 
District 15600 Sand Canyon Ave. Irvine, 
CA 92618  http://www.au-oc.org/ 
 

AU General Meeting: 4th Sundays, 11:00 a.m. at 

Center for Inquiry West,  

4773 Hollywood Blvd. Presentation followed by lunch 

and afternoon activity.  

Board meets briefly at 10:30 a.m. for members’ 

concerns. Childcare is available.  

http://atheists.meetup.com/705/  

 

Adopt-a-Highway: Help us keep our roads clean in the 

name of atheism!  

AU hosts the southbound strip of the Glendale 

Freeway, Hwy 2, south of the 210. 

Keeping the road clean allows us to keep our signage 

there. Good exercise, and fun company! Two 

Saturdays a month. Dates vary. Contact Steve 310-

670-7131  

 

BackyardSkeptics.com – meets once a month in Villa 

Park (Orange County)  also see meetup.com/backyard-

skeptics 

Center for Inquiry -Lectures 1st and 3rd Sundays, 

11a.m. 4773 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles.  

Free for members of CFI, $6 for non-members  

http://centerforinquiry.net/la  

San Diego Coalition of Reason 

FreethoughtAllaince.org – sponsors debates and events 

in southern California 

Free Thinkers for Liberty.org    Freethinkers for Liberty 

is an organization of humanists and others who reject all 

superstition, in favor of rationality and critical thinking, 

who also respect the freedoms our forefathers described 

in the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 

 



21 
 

Freethinkers Toastmasters: Want to improve your 

speaking abilities in a fun and supportive group?  

Join FTTM on 2nd & 4th Saturdays at 2 p.m. at the 

Center for Inquiry West. 

More information: David: 310-479-6318. 

http://www.freethinkersclub.org  

 

GALAH: Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists- 2nd 

Sundays, 1 p.m.,  

Center for Inquiry West, 4773 Hollywood Blvd.  

Contact Ken Wolverton 818-554-9858 or  

galahla@aol.com   

 

Generation Atheist: A meeting group for atheists in 

their 20s and 30s, 3rd Sundays, location changes 

monthly. http://atheists.meetup.com/724/Hollywood/ 

East LA: 2nd Tuesdays, 7 p.m. at Atwater Village in 

Glendale .Contact Steven Gibson 562-900-2834. 

http://atheists.meetup.com/212/ 

 

Humanist Association of Orange County     Meets the 

third Sunday of the month at 1:30pm at the Irvine 

Ranch Water District 15600 Sand Canyon Ave. Irvine, 

CA 92618 http://www.meetup.com/OCHumanists 

Humanist Association of Los Angeles: 2nd Sunday, 

11:00 a.m.,  

Colorado Center Community Room (same as Yahoo 

Center), 

2500 Broadway, Santa Monica (near corner of 26th 

Avenue and Broadway); Contact: Larry Taylor 310-

479-2236,  

larry-a-taylor@att.net  

Inland Empire: 1st Wednesday, 7 p.m., Riverside 

Unitarian Church 3657 Lemon St., Riverside Contact 

JanGoings@aol.com  

http://atheists. meetup.com/ 499/  

 

Lancaster “Antelope Valley Freethinkers” 4th Thurs., 

7pm, Camille’s Garden Cafe, Lancaster  

http://atheists. meetup.com/ 615/  

 

Long Beach: 3rd Fridays, 7 p.m., at Hometown Buffet, 

290 E. 4th St. 

Meal cost is $16. Contact Rodney 562-437- 4370 or 

Hank Schultz, 

whschultz@mac.com. 

http://atheists.meetup.com/487/  

 

Orange County Atheists, meets one a month at the 

IHOP across from OC Airport  

http://www.ocatheists.com/  

 

Orange County Atheist United Chapter: 2nd Sundays, 

10:30 a.m.,  

Tee Room, 3100 Irvine Ave Newport Beach  

Contact Norman 310-408-8653 (cell).  

 

Atheists United San Fernando Valley: 3rd Thursday, 

6:30 p.m., Kountry Folks Restaurant,  

on Sepulveda Blvd. and Chase St.  

Contact Henry at 818-988-2806, after 5:00 p.m. 

http://atheists.meetup.com/614/  

 

San Diego New Atheists and Agnostics   

http://www.meetup.com/atheists-518/ 

Atheists United  Santa Clarita: 2nd Sundays, 11 a.m., 

at Greenhouse Café, 26586 Bouquet Cyn. Rd., Santa 

Clarita  http://atheists.meetup.com/670/  

 

Atheists United  South Bay/Torrance: 3rd Sundays, 

7p.m., At Marie Callender’s, 2979 Artesia Blvd, 

Redondo Beach   http://atheists.meetup.com/729/  

 

Atheists United   Ventura: 4th Mondays, 7pm, 

E.P. Foster Library, 651 E Main Street, Ventura.  

Contact Brian Parra for info: 805-794-4714, 

venturaatheists@yahoo.com 

http://atheists.meetup.com/494/  

 

Ventura “Freethought Parents Network”:  

Kids playgroup meets every Tuesday at 11am, 

Locations subject to change 

http://www.meetup.com/freethoughtparents/  

 

WestValley Secular Humanists: Last Sundays, 2 p.m.,  

Daphne’s Greek Café, 5780 Canoga Ave. Unit B, 

Woodland Hills 

http://secularhumanism.meetup.com/17/  


