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From the Editor 
  

It’s been a little longer in-between issues due to a heavy work load at my regular job at 
my video production job.  Ever wonder about all those DVD we sell HERE?  I’ve had a 
video production company called Thumbs Up Video for 29 years now, and when there are 
bills to be paid, that’s when I need to work.  So I apologize to those who were waiting for 
longer than normal to receive their next Secular Gazette issue. 
 
OK – the National Day of Reason was last night and I hope you thought about something 
good you could contribute to your community.  You may not have not done it yesterday, 
but keep it in the back of your head when you have a free weekday or weekend. There 

are many things you can volunteer if only 
for 3-4 hours.   
 
Two weeks ago several Backyard Skeptics 
members spent a day helping build a 
house through Habitat for Humanity in 
Long Beach, CA.  Five BYS members 
showed up and spend the day in the sun.  
See more pictures at  
http://www.meetup.com/Backyard-
Skeptics/events/60314682/ 
 
I have to ‘toot my horn’ about our BYS 
group.  It started with 8 people wanting to 

talk about starting an advocacy group for non-believers, and we’re up to nearly 600 
members now.  It took 5 years, but we are on our way to doing real things to support our 
irreverent community.   Our billboards are letting the fence-sitters, agnostics and atheists 
know there is a support system in place for the where they can talk about being good 
without god, and our exciting science-oriented field trips are filling up quickly.   
If you are in a position somewhere in “God’s country” and don’t have a clue of where to 
find other apostates, the first thing to do is look at the Meetup.com site to see if there are 
any established groups near you.  Then google “atheists groups, your city” and see 
what’s there.  Lastly, if there are no groups in your area, start one by joining Meetup and 
making a meeting place at a local eatery.   
 
Lastly, if you enjoy visiting conferences which educate, entertain and inspire, you might 
want to consider coming to the Freethought Alliance Conference in orange County, CA on 
May 19 & 20th.  It’s two days of some very popular secular speakers.  See the ad on page 
three for more information. 
 

Bruce Gleason, editor      
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  Sam Harris 

Printed with permission 

  
Training the Emotional Brain 
An Interview with Richard J. Davidson 

 
Richard J. Davidson is the William James and Vilas 
Professor of Psychology and Psychiatry, Director of the 
Waisman Laboratory for Brain Imaging and Behavior and 
the Laboratory for Affective Neuroscience, and Founder and 
Chair of the Center for Investigating Healthy Minds, at the 
Waisman Center, University of Wisconsin-Madison. He 
received his Ph.D. from Harvard University in Psychology 
and has published more than 275 scientific papers, many 
chapters and reviews, and edited 13 books. He is the author 
of the new book (with Sharon Begley) The Emotional Life of 

Your Brain. Richie (as he is known to his friends) has done 
more to bring the study of mental well-being into the 21st 
century than anyone I can think of. He was kind enough to 
answer a few questions about his work. 
*** 

 
 
Can you briefly summarize your work up to this point? 
The research I summarize in my book The Emotional Life of Your Brain is about emotional styles—differences among 
people in how they respond to emotional challenges.  From quite early on in my career, there were two critical 
observations that came to form the core of my subsequent life’s work.  The first observation is that the most salient 
characteristic of emotion in people is the fact that each person responds differently to life’s slings and arrows.  Each of us 
is unique in our emotional make-up and this individuality determines why some people are resilient and others vulnerable, 
why some have high levels of well-being despite objective adversity while others decompensate rapidly in the response to 
the slightest setback. 
The second observation came from the great fortune I had early in my career to be around some remarkable people.  
They were remarkable not because of their academic or professional achievements, but rather because of their 
demeanor, really because of their emotional style.  These were extremely kind and generous people.  They were very 
attentive, and when I was in their presence I felt as if I was the sole and complete focus of all of their attention.  They were 
people that I found myself wishing to be around more.  And I learned that one thing all of these people had in common 
was a regular practice of meditation.  And I asked them if they were like that all of their lives and they assured me they 
were not, but rather that these qualities had been nurtured and cultivated by their meditative practices.  
 
It wasn’t until many years later that I encountered neuroplasticity and recognized that the mechanisms of neuroplasticity 
were an organizing framework for understanding how emotional styles could be transformed.  While they were quite 
stable over time in most adults, they could still be changed through systematic practice of specific mental exercises.  In a 
very real and concrete sense, we could change our brains by transforming our minds.  And there was no realm more 
important for that to occur than emotion.  For it is so that our emotional styles play an incredibly important role in 
determining who will be vulnerable to psychopathology and who will not be.  Emotional styles are also critical in our 
physical health.  Mental and physical well-being are inextricably linked.  
What is the focus of your new book? 
In the book I describe 6 emotional styles that are rooted in basic neuroscientific research.  The 6 styles are: 
1. Resilience: How rapidly or slowly do you recover from adversity? 
2. Outlook: How long does positive emotion persist following a joyful event? 
3. Social Intuition: How accurate are you in detecting the non-verbal social cues of others? 
4. Context: Do you regulate your emotion in a context-sensitive fashion? 
5. Self-Awareness: How aware are you of your own bodily signals that constitute emotion? 
6. Attention: How focused or scattered in your attention? 
  
More: http://www.samharris.org/blog/item/training-the-emotional-brain 
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Skeptic’s Corner ·   

   

Skeptic says he now agrees global warming is real a fter 2 years of research  

 

 
 
 
WASHINGTON: A prominent physicist and skeptic of 
global warming spent two years trying to find out if 
mainstream climate scientists were wrong. In the end, he 
determined they were right: Temperatures really are 
rising rapidly. 
The study of the world’s surface temperatures by 
Richard Muller was partially bankrolled by a foundation 
connected to global warming deniers. He pursued long-
held skeptic theories in analyzing the data. He was 
spurred to action because of “Climategate,” a British 
scandal involving hacked emails of scientists. 
Yet he found that the land is 1 degree Celsius warmer 
than in the 1950s. Those numbers from Muller, who 
works at the University of California, Berkeley, and 
Lawrence Berkeley National Lab, match those by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and 
NASA. 
He said he went even further back, studying readings 
from Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson. His 
ultimate finding of a warming world, to be presented at a 
conference Monday, is no different from what 
mainstream climate scientists have been saying for 
decades. 
What’s different, and why everyone from opinion 
columnists to cable television’s satirical”The Daily Show” 
is paying attention is who is behind the study. 
One-quarter of the $600,000 to do the research came 
from the Charles Koch Foundation, whose founder is a 
major funder of skeptic groups and the conservative tea 
party movement. The Koch brothers, Charles and David, 
run a large privately held company involved in oil and 
other industries, producing sizable greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
Muller’s research team carefully examined two chief 
criticisms by skeptics. One is that weather stations are 

unreliable; the other is that cities, which create heat 
islands, were skewing the temperature analysis. 
“The skeptics raised valid points and everybody should 
have been a skeptic two years ago,” Muller said in a 
telephone interview. “And now we have confidence that 
the temperature rise that had previously been reported 
had been done without bias.” 
Muller said that he came into the study “with a proper 
skepticism,” something scientists “should always have. I 
was somewhat bothered by the fact that there was not 
enough skepticism” before. 
There is no reason now to be a skeptic about steadily 
increasing temperatures, Muller wrote recently in The 
Wall Street Journal’s editorial pages, a place friendly to 
climate change skeptics. Muller did not address in his 
research the cause of global warming. The 
overwhelming majority of climate scientists say it’s man-
made from the burning of fossil fuels such as coal and 
oil. Nor did his study look at ocean warming, future 
warming and how much of a threat to mankind climate 
change might be. 
Still, Muller said it makes sense to reduce the carbon 
dioxide created by fossil fuels. 
“Greenhouse gases could have a disastrous impact on 
the world,” he said. Still, he contends that threat is not as 
proven as the Nobel Prize-winning Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change says it is. 
On Monday, Muller was taking his results – four 
separate papers that are not yet published or peer-
reviewed, but will be, he says – to a conference in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico, expected to include many prominent 
skeptics as well as mainstream scientists. 
“Of course he’ll be welcome,” said Petr Chylek of Los 
Alamos National Lab, a noted skeptic and the 
conference organizer. “The purpose of our conference is 
to bring people with different views on climate together, 
so they can talk and clarify things 
 

more: http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Science/2011/N
ov-01/152706-skeptic-says-he-now-agrees-global-
warming-is-real-after-2-years-of-
research.ashx#ixzz1txTmEQ7u  
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Science NewsScience NewsScience NewsScience News    

 

Hypersonic HTV-2 bails at Mach 20 
Following a seven-month scientific 

investigation, DARPA has released the cause of the 

early termination of the Mach 20 flight of the HTV-2 hypersonic flight 
last August. 
The HTV-2 is an unpowered glide test vehicle, accelerated to Mach 
20 (21,000 kph, 13,000 mph) atop a Minotaur IV rocket, and 
released at a classified altitude to re-enter the atmosphere and 
make a controlled hypersonic glide. A lot about how it works is 
classified, but it does have maneuvering capability at that speed. 
During the flight, the vehicle’s carbon skin began to peel. That 
resulted in an irregular surface, which caused shockwaves. 
Shockwaves are like hammers beating on an aircraft, and these 
disturbed the vehicle’s attitude. It was able to recover and continued 

flying, but as the peeling increased, the shockwaves eventually produced attitude disturbances 100 times greater than the 
vehicle was designed to withstand. At this point the flight was aborted and the vehicle was commanded to crash straight 
down into the Pacific Ocean.   But it’s not all bad news. This data is exactly what we needed to get, and pushing it all the 
way to failure gives the broadest possible data. These vehicles are designed as one-way flights into the ocean anyway, 
and are not intended to be recovered, so there was no real loss. 
 

Hunt for cosmic ray source falls 
shortInstead of clearing up a half-century-old 
mystery, scientists have tossed a bit of mud 
into an already murky pool of suspects behind 
high-energy cosmic rays. New results from the 
IceCube Collaboration now cast doubt on 
gamma-ray bursts as ready producers of these 
enigmatic particles that strike the Earth with 
energies exceeding 10 billion-billion electron 
volts. 
But there’s some wiggle room in the evidence, 
and if theorists rejigger equations describing 
the cosmic objects, gamma-ray bursts could 
still be in the lineup, scientists report April 19 
in Nature. 
The new work is based on results from the 
IceCube neutrino telescope, a cubic kilometer 
of detectors buried beneath the South Pole. 
Over a period of two years, the telescope 
didn’t detect any of the neutrinos expected to 
arrive following 307 gamma-ray bursts. Neutrinos act as proxies indicating that cosmic rays are produced. 
“Either gamma-ray bursts cannot be the source of all ultra-high-energy cosmic rays, or there has to be some physics 
going on inside the gamma-ray burst that makes neutrino production different” from what scientists expected, says Abigail 
Vieregg, a physicist at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics in Cambridge, Mass. 

 
http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/339995/title/Hunt_for_cosmic_ray_source_falls_short
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Church-State News  

        

Mojave Cross land swap OK'd  
PLANO, TEXAS • A federal judge on Monday signed an order ending the ACL's 11-year lawsuit over the Mojave Cross 

and paving the way to restoring the World War I memorial. 
The order by U.S. District Court Judge Robert J. Timlin will allow the original 
memorial site on Sunrise Rock to transfer to the Veterans of Foreign Wars so it 
can replace the cross that was stolen two years ago, according to the Liberty 
Institute, which advocated for the landmark. 
“This is a great victory that brings the veterans one step closer to restoring this 
World War I memorial to its rightful place in the desert and in history,” litigation 
director for Liberty Institute Hiram Sasser said in a press release. “We are pleased 
the government and the ACLU could resolve their remaining differences and begin 
the healing process for the millions of veterans who have endured this case for 
over a decade.” 
The cross stood quietly honoring veterans for 67 years, until the ACLU filed a 

lawsuit over the religious symbol on public land in 2001. 
Currently, Sunrise Rock sits vacant except for plenty of sand, cacti and rattlesnakes. Vandals desecrated and stole the 
memorial after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in favor of the cross in 2010. In the same ruling, they also sent the case 
back to the district court to review the land transfer. 
According to the recent settlement, the federal government will transfer the title for the 1-acre parcel about 12 miles south 
of Interstate 15 off Cima Road to the VFW, whose members erected the memorial in 1934 and are eager to restore it. 
http://www.vvdailypress.com/news/swap-34113-texas-cross.html 
 

Atheist Group Demands Pa. School Remove Ten Commandments Monument 
A Pennsylvania high school is facing a legal battle to keep its monument of the Ten Commandments, which it has had for 
decades, after an atheist group threatened to sue the school district for violating the separation of church and state. 
Administrators at Valley High School in New Kingston, Pa., received a letter last week from the Freedom From Religion 
Foundation (FFRF) asking them to take the down the six-foot-high monument that sits on the school grounds outside of 
the entrance to the gymnasium. The statue displays the Ten Commandments as found in the Old Testament of the Bible, 
and was given in 1957 as a gift to the school by the New Kensington Fraternal Order of Eagles, a nonprofit community 
group. 
The atheist group, however, is not concerned with how long the statue has been in place, as it feels that it clearly violates 
the First Amendment and the separation of church and state. 
"This is not something we can let stay," said Annie Laurie Gaylor, the FFRF's co-founder, WOFL FOX 35 reported. "This 
isn't a minor violation. The law is totally clear. There really should be no need to sue." 
 
In the letter, the FFRF also cites the 1980 U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Stone v. Graham, which determined that public 
schools cannot display religious messages or iconography. 
Valley High School, however, does not currently have any plans to remove the monument, and administrators insist they 
are ready to settle the issue in court. 

http://www.christianpost.com/news/atheist-group-demands-pa-school-remove-ten-commandments-monument-72070/

Enjoy reading the Secular Gazette? 
 

Subscribe using PayPal micropayments to the Secular Gazette for 
only $.99 an issue or $5.99 a quarter. 

 
Go to www.freethoughtalliance.org 

to help us continue to bring you the most recent news in 
skepticism, atheism, science and church-state separation.  
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PoliticalPoliticalPoliticalPolitical    NewNewNewNewssss    

 Top Republican Strategist Denies 
Women Are Paid Less Than Men 
This morning, during a heated discussion with Rachel 
Maddow on Meet The Press, GOP consultant Alex 
Castellanos denied that women make 77 cents for a 
man’s dollar in the workplace and noted, “there are lots of 
reasons for that.” Maddow expressed shock at the 
assertion, but concluded that it explained why Republicans 
and Mitt Romney are so hesitant to embrace the Lilly 
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009, a law that helps women 
hold accountable employers who discriminate in the pay 
practices based on gender. 

“Now we know, at least from both of your perspectives,” 
Maddow said, pointing to Castellanos and Romney surrogate Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA), “women are not 
fairing worse than men in the economy that women aren’t getting paid less for equal work.” “It’s about policy and whether 
or not you want to fix some of the structural discrimination that women really do face that Republicans don’t believe is 
happening,” she added. Castellanos responded to Maddow’s policy argument by remarking on her passion, to which the 
MSNBC host took offense: 

    
    

    
ReallyReallyReallyReally    CrazyCrazyCrazyCrazy    NewsNewsNewsNews    
 
ARGH!! TN Senate Approves Bill To Warn Students Tha t Hand-
Holding Is A ‘Gateway Sexual Activity’  
Like any state legislature dealing with 8 percent unemployment and 
thousands of its residents facing disenfranchisement, the Tennessee 

Senate is targeting the menace of underage hand-holding.  
 
Last week, the Senate passed SB 3310, a bill to update the state’s abstinence-based sex 
education curriculum to define holding hands and kissing as “gateway sexual activities.” Just one 
senator voted against the legislation; 28 voted in favor.  
 
Since the bill specifically bans teachers from “demonstrating gateway sexual activity”, educators 
would be prohibited from even demonstrating what hand-holding is. Breaking these laws could 
result in a lawsuit, as Hunter from Daily Kos notes:  
 
If your teacher teaches you anything about sex that isn’t specifically on the approved 
curriculum, like demonstrating “holding hands” for the class instead of quietly tsking about the 
dangers it poses, they can be sued.  

 
Still, this anti-hand-holding push may only be the second-worst bill passed in 
Tennessee this month. Nearly a century after the Volunteer State played host to the 
Scopes Monkey Trial, the legislature has now enacted a new law allowing educators to 
teach creationism alongside evolution. 

http://www.democraticunderground.com/1002558824



8 
 

Religious Right Watch 
http://www.religiousrightwatch.com/ 
 
    
The Conservative 'Christianization' of Thomas Jeffe rson  
Andrew Levinson provides an examination of David Barton's book, The Jefferson Lies–
exposing the myths you’ve always believed about Thomas Jefferson. Levinson's piece is a 
white paper entitled, "The Conservative 'Christianization' of Thomas Jefferson." (PFD) 
For many people there will be a strong temptation to dismiss Barton’s book as 
an unimportant “fringe” argument that professional historians and political thinkers need 
not take seriously. After all, Barton essentially ignores the views of all the standard sources 
on Jefferson’s religious philosophy, he creates a straw man that few professional historians 
will take seriously and he presents a view of Jefferson as essentially a conventional and devout Christian that virtually no 
other major Jefferson scholar will endorse. 

But it would be a profound error to underestimate the destructive influence of Barton’s 
deeply deceptive portrait of Jefferson. Within the alternative culture of conservative Christianity—
one that includes thousands of Churches and hundreds of Christian academies across 
America and millions of home-schooled children—Barton’s book will quickly become the 
“definitive” work on Jefferson—one that his readers will accept as proving that literally all 
academic historians are bald-faced, cynical liars and that Thomas Jefferson was essentially 
a conservative Christian very much like themselves. On this basis, they will feel entirely 
justified and comfortable in rejecting all serious histories of Jefferson out of hand and 
dismissing all mainstream explanations of his religious philosophy as cynical atheist propaganda 
that has been “completely and totally refuted” by Barton’s book. 
http://www.religiousrightwatch.com 
 

 
 

Truth Wins Out - EXCLUSIVE: Dr. Robert Spitzer Apol ogizes to Gay 
Community for Infamous ‘Ex-Gay’ Study  

Today, in a letter to Dr. Ken Zucker obtained exclusively by Truth Wins Out, Dr. 
Robert Spitzer made an unprecedented apology to the gay community — and victims 
of reparative therapy in particular — for his infamous ,now-repudiated  2001 
study that claimed some “highly motivated” homosexuals could go from gay to 
straight 
http://www.religiousrightwatch.com/2012/04/truth-wins-out-exclusive-dr-robert-spitzer-
apologizes-to-gay-community-for-infamous-ex-gay-study.html 
 
 
 

 

Anti-Gay Leaders Call for Prayer Movement to stop 
'Homosexual Tornado' coming to 'Destroy America'  
At the Awakening 2012’s panel on the “LGBT Agenda,” Lou Engle, who was not a panelist but 
an audience member, called for Religious Right leaders to launch a “massive concerted prayer 
movement” to counter the demonic “principalities and powers” behind gay rights activism. 
Panelists including Rena Lindevaldsen and Matt Barber of Liberty Counsel, Greg Quinlan of 
Parents and Friends of Ex-Gays and Gays, and former Texas board of education member 
Cynthia Dunbar jumped over each other in expressing their hope that Engle or another 
conservative would lead such a movement to stop the “two tornadoes coming to destroy America,” which he said are “the 
homosexual and abortion tornadoes.” 

http://www.religiousrightwatch.com/2012/04/anti-gay-leaders-call-for-prayer-movement-to-stop-homosexual-tornado-
coming-to-destroy-america.html 
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Evo Education       

From NCSE.com   

Antiscience effort falters in Oklahoma  
  
 
A last-ditch legislative attempt to attack the teaching of evolution and of climate change in Oklahoma 
failed when a legislative deadline passed. After two antiscience bills,House Bill 1551 and Senate Bill 
1742, died in committee, Steve Russell (R-District 45) proposed to amend House Bill 2341 — a bill that 
would have extended by two years a deadline by which local school districts are required to meet certain 

standards for media, equipment, and textbooks — by adding the language from HB 1551, encouraging teachers to 
present "scientific strengths and scientific weaknesses" of "controversial" topics such as "biological evolution" and "global 
warming." The amended version of the bill would have been considered when the bill came to a floor vote in the Senate, 
but April 26, 2012, was the deadline for bills to receive their third reading in the opposite house, so presumably no floor 
vote will occur. The legislative session is not over until May 25, 2012, however, so the possibility of similar amendments to 
unrelated bills remains. Resistance to the amendment to HB 2341, as well as HB 1551 and SB 1742, was coordinated by 

the grassroots organization Oklahomans for Excellence in Science Education. 

  
Project Steve: n > 1200  
With the addition of Steven Piantadosi on April 6, 2012, NCSE's Project Steve attained its 1200th signatory. A tongue-
in-cheek parody of the long-standing creationist tradition of amassing lists of "scientists who doubt evolution" or "scientists 
who dissent from Darwinism," Project Steve mocks such lists by restricting its signatories to scientists with PhDs whose 
first name is Steve. (Cognates are also accepted, such as Stephanie, Esteban, Istvan, Stefano, or even Tapani — the 
Finnish equivalent.) About 1% of the United States population possesses such a first name, so each signatory represents 
about 100 potential signatories. ("Steve" was selected in honor of the late Stephen Jay Gould, a Supporter of NCSE and a 
dauntless defender of evolution education.) 
Although the idea of Project Steve is frivolous, the statement is serious. It reads, "Evolution is a vital, well-supported, 
unifying principle of the biological sciences, and the scientific evidence is overwhelmingly in favor of the idea that all living 
things share a common ancestry. Although there are legitimate debates about the patterns and processes of evolution, 
there is no serious scientific doubt that evolution occurred or that natural selection is a major mechanism in its occurrence. 
It is scientifically inappropriate and pedagogically irresponsible for creationist pseudoscience, including but not limited to 
'intelligent design,' to be introduced into the science curricula of our nation's public schools." 
http://ncse.com/news/2012/04/project-steve-n-1200-007293 
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God is Imaginary 

 

  Proof #13 - Take a look at slavery  
 
Here are ten passages from the Bible that clearly demonstrate God's position on slavery: 
Genesis chapter 17, verse 12: 

And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he 
that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed. He that is 
born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised. 

In this passage God understands that people buy other people and, quite obviously, is comfortable with the 
concept. God wants slaves circumcised in the same way as non-slaves. 
Exodus chapter 12 verse 43: 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, "These are the regulations for the Passover: No foreigner is to eat 
of it. Any slave you have bought may eat of it after you have circumcised him, but a temporary 
resident and a hired worker may not eat of it. 

God again shows that he is completely comfortable with the concept of slavery and singles out slaves for 
special treatment. 
Exodus Chapter 21, verse 1: 

Now these are the ordinances which you shall set before them. When you buy a Hebrew slave, he 
shall serve six years, and in the seventh he shall go out free, for nothing. If he comes in single, he 
shall go out single; if he comes in married, then his wife shall go out with him. If his master gives him 
a wife and she bears him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master's and he 
shall go out alone. But if the slave plainly says, 'I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not 
go out free,' then his master shall bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the door or the doorpost; 
and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall serve him for life. 

Here God describes how to become a slave for life, and shows that it is completely acceptable to separate 
slaves from their families. God also shows that he completely endorses the branding of slaves through 
mutilation. 
Exodus Chapter 21, verse 20: 

If a man beats his male or female slave with a rod and the slave dies as a direct result, he must be 
punished, but he is not to be punished if the slave gets up after a day or two, since the slave is his 
property. 

Not only does God condone slavery, but he is also completely comfortable with the concept of beating your 
slaves, as long as you don't kill them. 
Exodus Chapter 21, verse 32: 

If the bull gores a male or female slave, the owner must pay thirty shekels of silver to the master of 
the slave, and the bull must be stoned. 

Not only does God condone slavery, but here God places a value on slaves -- 30 shekels of silver. Note that 
God is not sophisticated enough to understand the concept of inflation. It is now 3,000 years later, and a 
gored slave is still worth 30 shekels of silver according to God's word. 
Leviticus Chapter 22, verse 10: 

No one outside a priest's family may eat the sacred offering, nor may the guest of a priest or his hired 
worker eat it. But if a priest buys a slave with money, or if a slave is born in his household, that slave 
may eat his food. 

Here God shows that the children of slaves are slaves themselves, and that he is completely happy with that 
concept. 
Leviticus Chapter 25, verse 44: 

Your male and female slaves are to come from the nations around you; from them you may buy 
slaves. You may also buy some of the temporary residents living among you and members of their 
clans born in your country, and they will become your property. You can will them to your children as 
inherited property and can make them slaves for life, but you must not rule over your fellow Israelites 
ruthlessly. 

Here God states where you may purchase your slaves, and clearly specifies that slaves are property to be 
bought, sold and handed down. 

http://godisimaginary.com/i13.htm 
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Skeptoid 
  

By Brian Dunning  

Printed with permission

The Siberian Hell Sounds  
Russian scientists are said to have drilled a borehole that broke into hell and released the 

screams of the damned.  

Skeptoid #307   April 24, 2012 

  

There is one urban legend in particular that creeps out a lot of people. The story goes that sometime in 1989, 

Russian scientists in Siberia had drilled a borehole some 14.5 kilometers deep into the Earth's crust. The drill 

broke through into a cavity, and the scientists lowered some equipment to see what was down there. The 

temperature was about 1,100°C (about 2,000°F), but the real shocker was the sound that was recorded. They 

only got about 17 seconds of audio before the microphone melted, but it was 17 horrifying seconds of the 

screams of the damned: 

Convinced that they'd heard the sounds of hell, many of the scientists quit the jobsite immediately, so the story 

goes. Those who stayed were in for an even bigger shock later that night. A plume of luminous gas burst out of 

the borehole, the shape of a gigantic winged demon unfolded, and the words "I have conquered" in Russian were 

seared into the flames. As a final touch of weirdness, medics were reported to have given everyone on site a dose 

of a sedative to erase their short-term memory. Beginning in 1989, the tale was broadly reprinted in smaller 

Christian publications, newsletters and the such, but was given hardly any notice by the mainstream media. Some 

evangelicals and Biblical literalists cited the incident as proof of the existence of a physical hell, an 

interpretation that seemed to be the consensus among the publications that ran the story. The story acquired the 

popularly conferred title of The Well to Hell. 

The tale appeared just as the Internet began to rise, and as the legend grew, so did the number of debunks. By 

now the Internet is saturated with at least as many claims that either the audio or the story is false, as there are 

supporting it as fact. 

The story's first appearance was in 1989 with its first large-scale publication by the Trinity Broadcasting Network. 

This Christian network has television shows in addition to a print newsletter, and they ran the story entitled 

"Scientists Discover Hell" in both their broadcast and print editions in late 1989. Shortly thereafter, they ran an 

expanded version of the story that included the newly reported detail of the devilish apparition coming up out of 

the borehole. Other Christian newsletters picked up the story, including Praise the Lord in February of 1990, and 

Midnight Cry in April of 1990. 

But not everyone was on board. The first most obvious fact was that there was no such borehole in Siberia; 

however there was one on the Kola Peninsula in northwestern Russia, called the Kola Superdeep Borehole. 

Located only about 16 kilometers from Norway, the Kola borehole is about as far from Siberia as you can get and 

still be in Russia. Some researchers noted that the timing of the story was suspiciously close to that of an article 

in the August 1989 edition of Sciencemagazine, titled "European Deep Drilling Leaves Americans Behind", which 

discussed the Kola project and a similar one in Germany. Science explained the purpose of the borehole: 

To the Soviets, deep holes are not simply tools for testing geological theory. They expect more. One additional 

payoff is improved drilling technology. Another is insight into the deepest strata beneath known mineral 

resources... And there is always the allure of the Sputnik effect — the glory of having the deepest hole in the 

world.  http://skeptoid.com/episodes/4307 

 

 
 
 

 

Keep this nation a secular one. 

Make your tax-deductable donation HERE 

http://freethoughtalliance.org/fta/donate/ 
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Backyard Skeptics  

is part of Freethought Alliance, a 501C3 grass-
roots organization based in Villa Park, CA 
which sponsors monthly meetings with 
interesting secular speakers, dinner-and-a-
movie nights, science-oriented field trips, 
outreach programs for letting others know 
about our secular community and atheist 
advocacy programs. If you are local to Orange 
County you are welcome to join out meetup 
group to receive announcements of upcoming 
events.   http://www.backyardskeptics.com 

  

 

Click the above icon to go to the 
BYS News section 
  

   

Political News   

 
Science News  

Church-State News  

And our latest news column:  

Really Crazy New s  

 

Backyard Skeptics Events  
http://backyardskeptics.com/wordpress/events2/ 

  
BYS has many fun and education events such as field 
trips and lectures, movie & dinner nights and psychic 
parties. Join us! 

May 7 - Reading with the Skeptics, new book club 

May 16 - BYS south, off the 5 and Alicia Pkwy 

May 19 & 20, 2012  -  Our Third Annual Freethought 
Alliance Conference to be held at UCI 

May 30 - Monthly Meeting with Astrophysicist James 
Bolluck 

June 9 & 10 - Overnight Camping trip to Joshua Tree 

Nov 10 - Private viewing on the 60" telescope at the Mt 
Wilson Observatory 

 

 
Future events:   

Go-Kart ‘SPEED’ night with dinner 

Blackstar Canyon visit with the OC Astronomers Club 

Habitat for Humanity volunteer day 

Music Appreciation night – rock, classical and jazz 

Borego Springs overnighter with the OC Astronomy Club 

  

 

 

Enjoy reading the Secular 
Gazette? 

 
Subscribe using PayPal 
micropayments to the 

Secular Gazette for only $.99 
an issue 

 
Go to 

www.freethoughtalliance.org 
to help us continue to bring 
you the most recent news in 
skepticism, atheism, science 
and church-state separation.  
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Billboard News 
On April 18, Backyard Skeptics placed a billboard with a quote from the late Christopher Hitchens 

 
"Christopher Hitchens told it exactly the way 
it was with wit, sarcasm, facetiousness, and 
an amazing silver-tongued mastery of 
language. The statement of his on the new 
billboard sums up the core of why atheists 
do not believe in the gods: there simply is no 
evidence. As put another way by Delos B. 
McKown, 'The invisible and the non-existent 
look very much alike."    See all the billboards 
here. 

 
 

 
Our next billboard going up on May 9 will mock how ridiculous the Bible is by mentioning how hard it had to rain during 
Noah’s flood to flood the entire earth – 8714 
inches and hour! Not only could no boat take that type of 
delude but it would be impossible to even stand up! 
 

This will be our last billboard at this location.  We will be placing other billboard throughout the year in different locations. 
 
 
Book Advertisement 
 

PSYCHIC BLUES is  now up at Amazon for pre-order!  
Buy three copies!  
You will need three: two to give to local psychics and one to keep. 
 
Everything you want to know about today’s psychic r ackets – and a few things you 
may not want to know…       Skeptically,   Mark Edward  
 

Ed.  Mark was one of the two ‘psychics which James Randi taught to fool many scientists who 
were studying the paranormal in the early 70’s. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1936239272/ref=s9_ simh_gw_p14_d2_g14_i1?pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s =center-
2&pf_rd_r=04VC276NTNV7VVJR2TC5&pf_rd_t=101&pf_rd_p= 470938631&pf_rd_i=507846
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The Christian Right 
 

Charles L. Rulon 
Emeritus, Life & Health Sciences 
Long Beach City College (ruloncl@yahoo.com) 
 

The United States with its powerful Christian Right  

with its medievalist faith-based agenda and its all ies 

in Congress is a disquieting anomaly in the present  

industrialized world.  It stands in glaring contras t to 

the last several hundred years of solid scientific 

discoveries, comparative religious studies and huma -

nistic ethical advances.  Made up of evangelical an d 

fundamentalist Protestant sects, plus conservative 

Catholic organizations, the Christian Right is a ma jor 

theological movement whose ultimate goal is to 

"return" America to a biblically-based morality.  i  

 
Since the early 1980s, the Christian Right has been 
waging a massive political, propaganda and legal 
war against separation of church and state. They 
have been undermining the art of negotiation, 
empathy, compromise and even democracy, itself, in 
favor of a quasi-theocracy with inflexible religious 
dogmas codified into law. They have been using 
their biblical world-view version of both physical 
reality and of morality to justify aggressively blocking 
many important scientific, medical and social 
programs. 
 
Morally rigid solutions 

Christian fundamentalism is based on a literal 
reading of the Word of God, the Bible.  It is, thus, 
not an elastic world-view that can be updated with 
advances in scientific knowledge (although most 
now accept that the earth goes around the sun).   

Fundamentalists refer to the Bible for their 
beliefs regarding abortion, contraception, 
homosexuality, sex education, non-marital sex and 
the origin of species and races.  They believe that 
morality in America is collapsing due to our having 
deserted the Bible, "our only true moral founda-

tion", in favor of "atheistic evolution", secular huma-
nism and "killing God's unborn children".ii  They 
believe that God made us heterosexual with 
definite gender roles and that sex is reserved for 
marriage.  All other forms of sexual expression are 
sinful and thwart God's purpose.  So they believe 
that God abhors pornography, homosexual acts, 
adultery, abortions from the moment of conception, 
premarital sex, sex education (except to stress 
abstinence) and the teaching of evolution. 

According to anthropologist Sheila Womack the 
"hard-core" fundamentalists even believe that there 
exists a cosmic war on Earth between God and 
Satan, battling for human souls.  It's the Christian 
forces of good battling the atheistic disbelievers 
who are controlled by Satan.  These 
fundamentalists, according to Womack, live to fight 
against abortion, gay rights and anything else they 
perceive as coming from Satan.  Satan never quits 
in attempting to discredit Scripture. So, it's a battle 
to the end.iii   

Womack found that most fundamentalists were 
not of the "hard-core" type.  But most did believe 
that dilution of biblical doctrines could only lead to 
hopeless moral relativism and despair.  In their per-
ception, the breakdown of the family, the perceived 
promiscuity of the sexes, the spread of AIDS and 
drug abuse, the spread of homosexuality (actually, 
it's not spreading), the acceptance of abortion and 
pornography, etc., are symptoms of a culture that 
has turned away from God and the Bible. 
 
Evolution   

For the large majority of evangelical and 
fundamentalist Christians (including many of the 
current Republican candidates for President), the 
scientific reality of our 3.8 billion-year evolutionary 
history is rejected.  They fervently believe that 
without a literal Adam and Eve there can be no fall 
from grace, no original sin and, thus, no need for a 
savior. They believe that if one can't trust Genesis 
to be literally true, what can one trust in the Bible?  
They believe that if one takes evolution seriously 
instead of the Bible, the moral foundations of our 
society will collapse. "Christ died to save God's 
creation, man, not to save some evolved monkeys!"  
Thus, these Christians must choose either to stay 
willfully ignorant of much of science, or else to 
believe that any science that conflicts with Scripture 
is either the work of atheistic scientists, or even of 
Satan, Himself.  
 
Private schools 

Fundamentalists believe that there is a con-
certed attempt by the secular society to turn young 
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minds away from the Bible and God.  So every day 
more and more children are being pulled out of 
public schools and placed in private "Christian" 
schools that demand obedience to the "Authority of 
Scripture".  There are now several million children 
in thousands of such schools across our country.   

According to Alan Peshkin, Professor of Educa-
tion at the University of Illinois, the textbooks of 
these Christian schools have been grounded in the 
institution's religious, cultural and political 
convictions.  They present an extremely one-sided 
and often verifiably false view of the natural and so-
cial sciences and of the abortion issue.  No attempt 
is made, according to Peshkin, to develop an ap-
preciation of this nation's cherished democratic 
principles such as the freedom of speech, the 
freedom of inquiry and the idea of pluralism.  In-
stead, they seem to teach contempt for critical 
thinking and a condemnation of those who do not 
share the same religious beliefs or political views.  
Toleration of different beliefs is undermined and 
dissent is seldom tolerated.  Such tactics subvert 
the students' ability for rational, critical thought and 
cripple their ability to incorporate modern as-
tronomy, geology, anthropology and biology into 
their education.  These tactics also undermine the 
arts of negotiation, empathy and compromise, also 
critical in a democracy for finding solutions to the 
complex technological and moral dilemmas of our 
day, concludes Peshkin.iv   

 

Closing Thoughts 
 

A conflict of global importance exists today be-
tween two fundamentally different views of sexual 
morality and even of reality, itself.  One view is sup-
ported by hundreds of years of scientific 
discoveries, by rational, critical thought and by 
humanistic ethics based on compassion and 
science.  The other view is based on papal 
infallibility and on ancient religious authority.  These 
men spread the pernicious lies that morality in 
America is collapsing due to our having deserted 
the Bible, our only true moral foundation, in favor of 
"atheistic evolution", perverted homosexual 
practices and "murdering God's unborn children". 

To quote Sam Harris from his 2004 book, The 
End of Faith. “Imagine that we could revive a well-
educated Christian of the 14th century.  The man 
would prove to be a total ignoramus regarding 
geography, astronomy, biology and medicine, 
embarrassing even a child. But his religious beliefs 
would still be up to date and beyond reproach.  And 
he would have access to 21st century weapons.” 
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DVD Special:DVD Special:DVD Special:DVD Special:  $12    

  
 
The Christian Reich, Fetal Idolatry & 
Female Reproductive Enslavement  
by Charles Rulon 
Emeritus, Life Sciences,Long Beach City College 
The Christian Right is arguably the largest, best 
organized and most powerful force in American 
politics today. No other political group comes even 
close.  Yet, the uncompromising position of the 
Christian Right toward women with unwanted 
pregnancies puts an ugly face on democracy, on 
social justice and on the spirit of love and 
compassion.  It’s a position that demeans the 
intelligence and moral character of women and 
returns them to the Dark Ages of dangerous illegal 
abortions.  How can any society ever expect its 
citizens to live in a way that is higher and more 
noble when it attempts to force women with 
unwanted pregnancies (a persistent and major 
reality throughout the entire history of humanity) to 
stay pregnant against their will—to be unwilling 
embryo incubators?  Where is the social justice in 
forcing women to stay pregnant against their will, to 
be obligatory breeding machines?  Where is the 
wisdom in placing women essentially in 
reproductive bondage to a patriarchal state?  Why 
hasn’t our nation wholeheartedly endorsed the 
fundamental right of women to be able to control 
their own reproductive futures — a right that is 
basic to female equality and human liberty? 
 

 

 

 

 

More Secular DVDS from  

FreethoughtAlliance.org  
BackyardSkeptics.com  
 

Both of these sites have one of the largest 
selections of secular DVDs available 
anywhere.  Most DVDs are only $10.  Make a 
contribution to your secular organizations by 
ordering one of our entertaining and 
educational DVDs 
 
 
The 2011 Orange County Freethought Alliance 
Conference 3-DVD set.  !3 wonderful speakers.  
Enlightening, Educational and inspiring.  $34 
 

Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion: An Anthropological 
Survey of the Supernatural World with Adrian Novotny, 
Ph.D. $10 special 

Thomas Quinn - ”God Needs Therapy” (a comedy) $12 

 

Dr. Richard Carrier;  How Christianity Began Is Proof 
Enough It's Bunk $12 
 
San Diego Secular Humanist Conference 2011 -  
Entertaining speakers, engaging insights and thought-
provoking lectures. 2 DVDs  $45 
 
Ali Ayaan Hirsi      Ali is a spokesperson for human 
rights and a proponent against female  
mutilation in Muslim countries. Her riveting personal 
story is told with the help a local  
journalist, Jill Stewart. $10 
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Sean McDowell vs. BYS - Commonalities of 
Christians and Atheists 
Sean visits Backyard Skeptics, then Bruce Gleason 
and Mark Smith visit Sean's church in  
San Juan Capistrano  A 2-DVD set.  $15 
 
Sarah Dunn -   Atheists in Prison: How the law, 
culture, psychology shape prison Populations  $10 
 
Dave Richards - Exploring logical fallacies and how to 
identify them $10 
 
Eugenie Scott - Creationism, evolution, education, 
and politics,  Taped at Chapman University, Orange 
CA  $10 
 
Orange County 2010 Freethought   
Alliance Conference 2- DVD set 
Enjoy 12 full-length seminars and an evening 
discussion panel for only $30     
 
Does God of the Bible Exist?   A 6- 
Person Panel Debate, December 2009   $20       
   

"The God Question" - 
 Debate between Shermer & De'Souza   $10 
 
Bruce Gleason - "Why Am I Am Atheist" speech at 
Calvary Church, Costa Mesa, CA  $10 
 
Dan Barker 2 DVD set   - Jesus Myth or  Fiction?   
and Why I Became An Atheist  $20 
 
Chris Mooney - The War on Science: What Have We 
Learned?  CFI lecture  $10 
 
John Shook - The God Theory is Dead   CFI lecture  
$10 
 
Edward Tabash - America at the Crossroads  $10 
 
Sean Carroll - The Origin of the Universe and the 
Arrow of Time    CFI lecture$10 
 
Ross Blocher - Swaddling Cloth out of Whole Cloth: 
Problems with the Nativity Story    CFI lecture $10 
 
     

 National Secular Links 
Here are several secular links to other 
organizations supporting secularism, science and 
skepticism around the world: 
Americans United for Church and State Separation, 
National    au.org 
 
American Humanist Assoc.    americanhumanist.org 
Atheist Alliance International    atheistalliance.org 
American Atheists    atheists.org 
Military Assoc. of Atheists and Freethinkers     
ACLU.org 
BERTRAND RUSSELL  SOCIETY    
www.users.drew.edu/~jlenz/brs.html 
CFI  centerforinquiry.net 
camp-quest.org 
Freedom From Religion Foundation  ffrf.org 
jennymccarthybodycount.com 
Meetup.com (search for humanist, agnostic, atheists or 
church and state in your area) 
National Center for Science Education    ncse.com 
People for the American Way     pfaw.org 
Richarddawkinsfoundation.org 
James Randi Educational Foundation    randi.org/site 
Southern California Secular Humanist Conference.org 
(in San Diego) 
Whatstheharm.net 

 

 

Local Southern California groups and 
links 
Ateos Unidos: The group for Spanish speakers!  

3rd Saturdays at 11 a.m. at the Center for Inquiry 

West, 4773 Hollywood Blvd. 

Contact Liliana at 323-466-4223.  

Americans United     Meets the third Sunday of the 

month at 1:30pm at the Irvine Ranch Water 
District 15600 Sand Canyon Ave. Irvine, 
CA 92618  http://www.au-oc.org/ 
 

AU General Meeting: 4th Sundays, 11:00 a.m. at 

Center for Inquiry West,  

4773 Hollywood Blvd. Presentation followed by lunch 

and afternoon activity.  

Board meets briefly at 10:30 a.m. for members’ 

concerns. Childcare is available.  

http://atheists.meetup.com/705/  

 

Adopt-a-Highway: Help us keep our roads clean in the 

name of atheism!  

AU hosts the southbound strip of the Glendale 

Freeway, Hwy 2, south of the 210. 

Keeping the road clean allows us to keep our signage 

there. Good exercise, and fun company! Two 

Saturdays a month. Dates vary. Contact Steve 310-

670-7131  

 



18 
 

BackyardSkeptics.com – meets once a month in Villa 

Park (Orange County)  also see meetup.com/backyard-

skeptics 

Center for Inquiry -Lectures 1st and 3rd Sundays, 

11a.m. 4773 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles.  

Free for members of CFI, $6 for non-members  

http://centerforinquiry.net/la  

San Diego Coalition of Reason 

FreethoughtAllaince.org – sponsors debates and events 

in southern California 

Free Thinkers for Liberty.org    Freethinkers for Liberty 

is an organization of humanists and others who reject all 

superstition, in favor of rationality and critical thinking, 

who also respect the freedoms our forefathers described 

in the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 

 

Freethinkers Toastmasters: Want to improve your 

speaking abilities in a fun and supportive group?  

Join FTTM on 2nd & 4th Saturdays at 2 p.m. at the 

Center for Inquiry West. 

More information: David: 310-479-6318. 

http://www.freethinkersclub.org

  

 

GALAH: Gay and Lesbian 

Atheists and Humanists- 2nd 

Sundays, 1 p.m.,  

Center for Inquiry West, 4773 

Hollywood Blvd.  

Contact Ken Wolverton 818-

554-9858 or  galahla@aol.com   

 

Generation Atheist: A meeting 

group for atheists in their 20s 

and 30s, 3rd Sundays, location 

changes monthly. 

http://atheists.meetup.com/724

/Hollywood/ 

East LA: 2nd Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 

at Atwater Village in Glendale .Contact Steven Gibson 

562-900-2834. http://atheists.meetup.com/212/ 

 

Humanist Association of Orange County     Meets the 

third Sunday of the month at 1:30pm at the Irvine 

Ranch Water District 15600 Sand Canyon Ave. Irvine, 

CA 92618 http://www.meetup.com/OCHumanists 

Humanist Association of Los Angeles: 2nd Sunday, 

11:00 a.m.,  

Colorado Center Community Room (same as Yahoo 

Center), 

2500 Broadway, Santa Monica (near corner of 26th 

Avenue and Broadway); Contact: Larry Taylor 310-

479-2236,  

larry-a-taylor@att.net  

Inland Empire: 1st Wednesday, 7 p.m., Riverside 

Unitarian Church 3657 Lemon St., Riverside Contact 

JanGoings@aol.com  

http://atheists. meetup.com/ 499/  

 

Lancaster “Antelope Valley Freethinkers” 4th Thurs., 

7pm, Camille’s Garden Cafe, Lancaster  

http://atheists. meetup.com/ 615/  

 

Long Beach: 3rd Fridays, 7 p.m., at Hometown Buffet, 

290 E. 4th St. 

Meal cost is $16. Contact Rodney 562-437- 4370 or 

Hank Schultz, 

whschultz@mac.com. 

http://atheists.meetup.com/487/  

 

Orange County Atheists, meets one a month at the 

IHOP across from OC Airport  

http://www.ocatheists.com/  

 

Orange County Atheist United Chapter: 2nd Sundays, 

10:30 a.m.,  

Tee Room, 3100 Irvine Ave 

Newport Beach  

Contact Norman 310-408-8653 

(cell).  

 

Atheists United San Fernando 

Valley: 3rd Thursday, 6:30 p.m., 

Kountry Folks Restaurant,  

on Sepulveda Blvd. and Chase St.  

Contact Henry at 818-988-2806, 

after 5:00 p.m. 

http://atheists.meetup.com/614/  

 

San Diego New Atheists and 

Agnostics   

http://www.meetup.com/athei
sts-518/ 

Atheists United  Santa Clarita: 2nd 

Sundays, 11 a.m., at Greenhouse Café, 26586 

Bouquet Cyn. Rd., Santa Clarita  

http://atheists.meetup.com/670/  

 

Atheists United  South Bay/Torrance: 3rd Sundays, 

7p.m., At Marie Callender’s, 2979 Artesia Blvd, 

Redondo Beach   http://atheists.meetup.com/729/  

 

Atheists United   Ventura: 4th Mondays, 7pm, 

E.P. Foster Library, 651 E Main Street, Ventura.  

Contact Brian Parra for info: 805-794-4714, 

venturaatheists@yahoo.com 

http://atheists.meetup.com/494/  

Enjoy reading the Secular 
Gazette? 

 
Subscribe using PayPal 

micropayments to the Secular 
Gazette for only $.99 an issue 

 
Go to 

www.freethoughtalliance.org 
to help us continue to bring you 

the most recent news in 
skepticism, atheism, science and 

church-state separation.  
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Ventura “Freethought Parents Network”:  

Kids playgroup meets every Tuesday at 11am, 

Locations subject to change 

http://www.meetup.com/freethoughtparents/  

 

WestValley Secular Humanists: Last Sundays, 2 p.m.,  

Daphne’s Greek Café, 5780 Canoga Ave. Unit B, 

Woodland Hills 

http://secularhumanism.meetup.com/17/  

 
                                                      

iMajor organizations in the Christian Right include The 

Christian Broadcasting Network (www.cbn.org), Focus on the 

Family (www.focus onthefamily.com), the American Center for 

Law and Justice (www. aclj.org) working with the Christian 

Advocates Serving Evangelism, The Alliance Defense Fund 

(www.alliancedefensefund.org), the American Family Association 

(www.afa.net), the Family Research Council (www.frc.org), Con-

cerned Women for America (www.cwfa.org), Jerry Falwell 

Ministries (www.falwell.com).   

Also included are the Christian Coalition, National Right to 

Life Committee, National Conservative Political Action Com-

mittee, Liberty Foundation, Coalition for America, Institute on 

Religion and Public Life, Heritage Foundation, Ava Maria Found-

ation, Christian Voice, Christian Action Council, American 

Coalition for Traditional Values, the Eagle Forum, Catholic 

League for Religious and Civil Rights, Citizens for Excellence in 

Education, Coral Ridge Ministries, National Legal Foundation, 

Traditional Values Coalition and many more.   
iiSee creationist web sites; Also see Free Inquiry, a magazine 

published by the Council for Secular Humanism. 

(www.secularhumanism.org) 
iiiWomack, S., 1982. Confronting the Creationists. (Ed. S. 

Pastner and W. Haviland) 
ivPeshkin, A. 1986. God's Choice: The Total World of a 

Fundamentalist Christian School.  Peshkin, 1987. "The Truth and 

Consequences of Fundamentalist Christian Schooling," Free 

Inquiry, Fall. 


