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From the Editor

Our conference on May 19 & 20th went without a hitch.

We had over
100 attendees and 13 great secular leaders speak, all of which were entertaining and
enlightening. A big thank you goes out to our core group of volunteers who made the
conference possible. Everyone who attended
was surprised by the relaxed and comfortable
atmosphere the conference offered. There
were plenty of 10-15 minute breaks between
speakers to chat with others, and a ‘trivia’
contests and a ‘quotes’ contest which prizes
were given to the those who first came up with
the correct answer.

The weekend was full or informal parties,
starting with a dinner party on Friday night with
several of our speakers (about 30 came), then
a Pub Night on Saturday with most of the speakers from the conference, and lastly a
after-party at a local microbrewery across from UCI.
We had several large contributions from Edward Tabash and David Richard who placed
us in the black financially. Thank you both for making a financial investment in the
secular community. These contributions (and yours) will assure that we can continue the
conference in 2013.
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Many of you might not know that there are just
as many secular groups in Orange County than
Los Angeles, even though conservatism reins
king in this county. That makes the success of
our conference even more amazing!

Funny Stuff
Local Groups
National
Groups

Pictures from the conference can be seen in
this issue and also on the Backyard Skeptic’s
website here.
Overall it was a very worthwhile weekend which everyone who attended enjoyed and
mentioned they will be coming back next year. We are already starting to assemble our
speakers next year. James Randi and Steven Novella from the Skeptics Guide to the
Universe are on our short list.
The entire conference can be seen on-demand at freethoughtalliance.org for a very small
$4 fee per lecture. All the Q&A panel discussions are free.
Bruce Gleason, editor
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THREE reasons young Americans are giving up on God
From http://theweek.com/article/index/229276/3-reasons-young-americans-are-giving-up-on-god
A new survey finds that religious faith is still strong across all age groups, but something is shaking the beliefs
of young adults

The late Christopher Hitchens' prolific atheist writing may have helped encourage
millennials to turn away from the church. Photo: Brooks Kraft/Corbis

Best Opinion: Mother Jones, TPM, American Thinker...
Young Americans are drifting away from God, according to a new Pew
Research Center poll. Only 67 percent of Americans under 30 say they
"never doubt the existence of God." That's down from 76 percent in 2009
and 83 percent in 2007 — a 15 percentage point drop in just five years.
Why the big change? Here, three theories:
1. Fundamentalists are turning off some young people
Blame it on the Religious Right, says Stephanie Mencimer at Mother Jones.
"Younger Christians are turned off by attacks on gays and lesbians." Baby
boomers and older Americans have believed in God for so long, says James
Joyner at Outside the Beltway, that their religious beliefs don't falter as our society rapidly evolves toward greater
acceptance of divorce, premarital sex, women's equality, and gay rights. "Younger folks are simply more likely to
figure that, if their religion is teaching them things that they believe to be silly — such as that homosexuality is
wrong — then their religion must be silly, too."
2. Atheists and agnostic role models are getting more vocal
Older Americans are holding fast to their beliefs, says Sahil Kapur at Talking Points Memo, with 80 percent to 90
percent saying that they never doubt God's existence. But younger Americans have been exposed to "a new
movement of atheist or agnostic thinking during the last decade — spearheaded by high-profile authors like Richard
Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens, and Sam Harris." This poll appears to confirm that these influential intellectuals are
"steering younger people away from traditional beliefs long held by their parents." With greater acceptance, says
Ronald A. Lindsay at The Huffington Post, young atheists are finding it safe to "come out."
3. Liberal attacks on religion are to blame
Christianity is "the one religion left that can be hated without running afoul of political correctness," says Drew
Belsky at The American Thinker. In an era when the federal government is forcing religious institutions, contrary to
their religious beliefs, to give people insurance coverage for contraception, says Bishop Edward Burns at The
Southeast Alaska Catholic Online, it's pretty undeniable that religion, and religious freedom, are under siege. Most
Americans still believe in God, but they have to defend their faith or the attacks will take a toll.
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Sam Harris
Printed with permission

“Kill the Buddha,” says the old koan. “Kill Buddhism,” says Sam
Harris, author of The End of Faith, who argues that Buddhism’s
philosophy, insight, and practices would benefit more people if they were not
presented as a religion.

The ninth-century Buddhist master Lin Chi is supposed to have said, “If
you meet the Buddha on the road, kill him.” Like much of Zen teaching,
this seems too cute by half, but it makes a valuable point: to turn the
Buddha into a religious fetish is to miss the essence of what he taught. In
considering what Buddhism can offer the world in the twenty-first
century, I propose that we take Lin Chi’s admonishment rather seriously. As students of the Buddha,
we should dispense with Buddhism.
This is not to say that Buddhism has nothing to offer the world. One could surely argue that the
Buddhist tradition, taken as a whole, represents the richest source of contemplative wisdom that any
civilization has produced. In a world that has long been terrorized by fratricidal Sky-God religions, the
ascendance of Buddhism would surely be a welcome development. But this will not happen. There is
no reason whatsoever to think that Buddhism can successfully compete with the relentless
evangelizing of Christianity and Islam. Nor should it try to.
The wisdom of the Buddha is currently trapped within the religion of Buddhism. Even in the West,
where scientists and Buddhist contemplatives now collaborate in studying the effects of meditation on
the brain, Buddhism remains an utterly parochial concern. While it may be true enough to say (as
many Buddhist practitioners allege) that “Buddhism is not a religion,” most Buddhists worldwide
practice it as such, in many of the naive, petitionary, and superstitious ways in which all religions are
practiced. Needless to say, all non-Buddhists believe Buddhism to be a religion—and, what is more,
they are quite certain that it is the wrong religion.
To talk about “Buddhism,” therefore, inevitably imparts a false sense of the Buddha’s teaching to
others. So insofar as we maintain a discourse as “Buddhists,” we ensure that the wisdom of the
Buddha will do little to inform the development of civilization in the twenty-first century.
Worse still, the continued identification of Buddhists with Buddhism lends tacit support to the religious
differences in our world. At this point in history, this is both morally and intellectually indefensible—
especially among affluent, well-educated Westerners who bear the greatest responsibility for the
spread of ideas. It does not seem much of an exaggeration to say that if you are reading this article,
you are in a better position to influence the course of history than almost any person in history. Given
the degree to which religion still inspires human conflict, and impedes genuine inquiry, I believe that
merely being a self-described “Buddhist” is to be complicit in the world’s violence and ignorance to an
unacceptable degree.
Read more at http://www.samharris.org/site/full_text/killing-the-buddha
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Science News
Toothless No More –
Researchers Using Stem Cells
to Grow New Teeth
It may be hard to remember what it was like to lose a tooth as a child,
but many adults get an unpleasant reminder as they age when their
teeth begin to fall out (even those who don’t play hockey) and must
consider dentures or dental implants. For years, researchers have
investigated stem cells in an effort to grow teeth made for a person’s
own cells. Toward this end, endodontics professor Dr. Peter Murray
and colleagues from the College of Dental Medicine at Nova
Southeastern University (NSU) have developed methods to control
adult stem cell growth toward generating dental tissue and “real”
replacement teeth.
The NSU researchers’ approach is to extract stem cells from oral tissue, such as inside a tooth itself, or from bone
marrow. After being harvested, the cells are mounted to a polymer scaffold in the shape of the desired tooth. The polymer
is the same material used in bioreabsorable sutures, so the scaffold eventually dissolves away. Teeth can be grown
separately then inserted into a patient’s mouth or the stem cells can be grown within the mouth reaching a full-sized tooth
within a few months.
So far, teeth have been regenerated in mice and monkeys, and clinical trials with humans are underway, but whether the
technology can generate teeth that are nourished by the blood and have full sensations remains to be seen. Teeth
present a unique challenge for researchers because the stem cells must be stimulated to grow the right balance of hard
tissue, dentin and enamel, while producing the correct size and shape.
More: http://singularityhub.com/2012/05/10/toothless-no-more-researchers-using-stem-cells-to-grow-new-teeth/

Alien Earths Could Form Earlier Than Expected
ScienceDaily (June 13, 2012) — Building a terrestrial planet requires raw materials that
weren't available in the early history of the universe. The Big Bang filled space with
hydrogen and helium. Chemical elements like silicon and oxygen -- key components of
rocks -- had to be cooked up over time by stars. But how long did that take? How many
of such heavy elements do you need to form planets?
Previous studies have shown that Jupiter-sized gas giants tend to form around stars
containing more heavy elements than the Sun. However, new research by a team of
astronomers found that planets smaller than Neptune are located around a wide variety
of stars, including those with fewer heavy elements than the Sun. As a result, rocky
worlds like Earth could have formed earlier than expected in the universe's history.
"This work suggests that terrestrial worlds could form at almost any time in our galaxy's history," said Smithsonian
astronomer David Latham (Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics). "You don't need many earlier generations of
stars."
Latham played a lead role in the study, which was led by Lars A. Buchhave from the University of Copenhagen and will be
published in the journal Nature. The work is being presented June 13 at the 220th meeting of the American Astronomical
Society.
More:
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2012/06/120613133253.htm
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Church-State News
IRS Should Investigate Kentucky Church For Opposing Obama Re-Election,
Says Americans United
Church-State Watchdog Group Says Baptist Pastor Violated Federal Tax Law By Calling For President’s Ouster
During Services

A Kentucky church violated federal law when its pastor demanded the
ouster of President Barack Obama during church services, Americans
United for Separation of Church and State told the Internal Revenue Service
today.
During a May 13 service, Pastor Ronnie Spriggs of Hager Hill Freewill
Baptist Church in Hager Hill, Ky., demanded that Obama be voted out of
office for supporting marriage equality for same-sex couples.
“You can say that’s political if you want to and blame me if you want to,”
Spriggs observed, speaking from the pulpit during a Sunday service, “but I
heard our president say something this week that I never thought I’d ever
hear a president of the United States say. Did y’all hear that? He said that
he believes that gays ought to have the right to marry in the United States.
That’s the president of the United States who said that. Amen. I don’t know
about you folks, but I’m going on record and I don’t care who knows it. I
want the guy out.”
Asserting that “this country can’t afford that kind of ideology in that office,”
Spriggs went on to exhort his congregation to get active between now and the November election. He added, “I
want you to speak up in these next few months that are to come, and let’s not back this kind of ideology. Let’s
get this out of the White House.”
Under federal law, houses of worship and other 501(c)(3) tax-exempt bodies may not intervene in elections by
endorsing or opposing candidates.
Observed the Rev. Barry W. Lynn, Americans United executive director, “Religious leaders have every right to
address public issues, but they cannot turn their tax-exempt ministries into political action committees. If
houses of worship want to be partisan and dive into electoral politics, they ought to give up their tax
exemptions.”
In a letter to the IRS sent today, Lynn requested an investigation of the matter. He noted that Spriggs posted
the sermon on a Web-based video-sharing service, giving it wider visibility.
“Pastor Spriggs informed his congregation that he wanted to see President Obama ‘out,’ meaning out of
office,” wrote Lynn. “He said this twice, and went on to link the issue of same-sex marriage to the November
presidential election. His message is clear: Congregants should vote against Obama.”
Added Lynn, “Pastor Spriggs has quite openly stated that Obama should not be re-elected. I believe this is a
violation of the law, and I request the IRS investigate the matter.”
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Students, ministers weigh in on location of
PikeView graduation
PRINCETON — High school students and ministers are weighing
in on the decision to host a Mercer County High School’s
graduation ceremonies at a Princeton church, despite complaints
filed with the Mercer County School Board.
The Mercer County School Board voted 4-1 to keep the PikeView
High School graduation ceremony at the Princeton Church of God
after Americans United for the Separation of Church and State, a
Washington D.C.-based nonpartisan group, lodged a complaint.
Seniors at PikeView High School voted 158-10 to hold the graduation ceremony at the church because the
building has air-conditioning and enough seating for relatives and friends.
Katie Ratcliffe, a PikeView senior, said she voted in favor of holding the graduation at Princeton Church of God
because the setting was better for her elderly grandparents. If the venue was changed, Ratcliffe said she and
other PikeView students would have to pay additional money to order new graduation invitations and send
them out in the two weeks before the ceremony.
“I have a lot of family around this area that would like to attend my graduation,” Ratcliffe said. “I did not want a
limit on how much of my family I could invite. I didn’t want my grandparents and other elderly people to have to
sit in uncomfortable seating where it would be hot. I wanted everyone to be able to attend. I have already paid
to send out my graduation announcements. I don’t want to send out more to correct anything about my
graduation. We graduate on June 1, which is a little over two weeks.”
Ratcliffe said she is a practicing Christian but could understand why other students might have issues holding
the graduation ceremony in a church. However, Ratcliffe said she feels the issue should have been addressed
earlier in the year not right before graduation.
“I don’t object to people displaying their opinion, but I do have qualms with the fact that it is so close to the
graduation when so many people have already sent out invitations and have things set,” she said.
“Reintroducing this issue now seems like almost a waste. I think this day is supposed to be a congratulations, a
you made it this far. It’s turning into we can’t graduate in a certain place. I am a Christian, but I don’t condemn
people for pursuing what they want to. I don’t think this is the best time to be pursuing this.

Enjoy reading the Secular Gazette?
Subscribe using PayPal micropayments to the
Secular Gazette for only $.99 an issue
Go to www.freethoughtalliance.org
to help us continue to bring you the most
recent news in skepticism, atheism, science
and church-state separation.
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Climate Change News
Depolarizing climate science
Global warming has become a hot-button topic, and some analysts
think they’re beginning to tease out why

By Janet Raloff
Web edition : Wednesday, May 30th, 2012
Text Size

A study out this week attempts to probe why attitudes on climate
risks by some segments of the public don’t track the science all that
well. Along the way, it basically debunks one simplistic assumption:
that climate skeptics, for want of a better term, just don’t understand
the data — or perhaps even science.
Quite the contrary: In the new survey, the most science literate
skeptics were also those individuals who were most likely to dig in
their heels and reject a consensus view on climate risks.
“I think this is sort of a weird, exceptional situation,” says decision scientist Dan Kahan of the Yale Law School,
who led the new study. “Most science issues aren’t like this.”
Indeed they aren’t. And it begs the question: What sets climate issues apart?
Although it’s not part of the new study, Kahan’s team has been investigating this question — and has begun
floating some ideas. Several other social scientists have been doing this as well. The emerging view, they
argue, is that people tend to be unusually judgmental of facts or interpretations in science fields that threaten
the status quo — or the prevailing attitudes of their cultural group, however that might be defined.
Polar science
All fields of science don’t appear to carry the same potential for polarizing people into sharply divergent camps.
This could have something to do with how “inconvenient” people might consider certain research findings, says
Aaron McCright of Michigan State University, in East Lansing. For instance, he notes, few people complain
about science that uncovers fundamental new knowledge (like black holes) or that creates technologies
pointing toward transformative investment opportunities (like graphene, nanotechnology and green chemistry).
Instead, political and social fireworks tend to erupt over developments with more provocative interpretations —
findings from what he refers to as “impact” analyses (a term he borrowed from the late Northwestern
University sociologist Allan Schnaiberg). Falling into this category are things like health effects of pollutants or
bad habits (such as smoking), comparisons of the environmental footprint of one commercial product versus
another, and impacts on resource use of economic subsidies, rules and taxes.
Findings of major negative impacts might prompt calls for regulations or sanctions. These, in turn, could
reorder rankings of the relative attractiveness of one industry relative to another.
Says McCright, climate change is not only a poster child for impact analyses, but also points to such potentially high
global costs to nature and global economies that skeptics might be moved to demand an especially tight accounting of
putative risks.
In some studies, including surveys conducted by McCright and Riley Dunlap of Oklahoma State University in
Stillwater, political affiliation has proven a useful gauge of which societal groups are most likely to prove skeptical of
climate science and policy. Data collected over the better part of a half-century, they note, indicate that among
opinion-making elites, Democrats (and especially liberals) consistently take more pro-environmental stances than
their Republican (and especially conservative) counterparts.
In one recent study, McCright and Dunlap reviewed survey data from 10 nationally representative Gallup Polls
between 2001 and 2010. These showed “strong evidence that the long-term divide over global warming between
elites and organizations on the Left and the Right has in recent years emerged within the general public as well.” The
pair published their findings last year in The Sociological Quarterly.

More: http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/341082/title/Depolarizing_climate_science
7

Religious Right Watch
http://www.religiousrightwatch.com/

Bad Faith: Despite His Sins, Ralph Reed Remains Cozy
With The Religious Right
Jun 15, 2012 by Simon Brown in Wall of Separation

Religious Right leaders can be very forgiving –
when it’s in their interest.
Loose morals abound in an election year.

Ralph Reed’s Faith & Freedom Coalition is holding
its annual conference in Washington, D.C., today
and tomorrow. That means Religious Right
devotees have descended on the city to discuss
“training and equipping” themselves to “advance
conservative legislation” and prep for the 2012
election.
You may remember Reed. He ran TV preacher Pat
Robertson’s Christian Coalition throughout much of
the 1990s, achieving a level of success that the
group has been unable to duplicate since Reed’s
departure in 1997.
Reed seemed poised for even greater things when
he parted ways with Pat (if it’s possible for a
Religious Right activist to top TV evangelism) –
until his duplicity and greed came to light. In 2006,
media outlets highlighted Reed’s ties to disgraced
casino lobbyist Jack Abramoff.
Reed, while working for Abramoff, seemed to be an
anti-gambling crusader. In reality, he was
getting generously paid to help a Native American
tribe that wanted to protect its casino operation and
curb a competing gambling hall.
A series of emails between Reed and Abramoff
showed Reed to be eager, as he put it in 1998, to
“start humping in corporate accounts.”
Abramoff did time behind bars.
Reed was never charged with illegal activities, but
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his role in the affair derailed his 2006 run for
Georgia lieutenant governor.
It seems Reed has nonetheless recovered from
that scandal and has been successful in building
bridges to Tea Party conservatives and forging a
voting bloc among the Religious Right through his
latest venture.
That success is reflected in the list of
speakers scheduled for Reed’s conference,
including major politicos like presumptive GOP
presidential nominee Mitt Romney (who will deliver
a message via video), Sen. Rick Santorum (Pa.),
former House Speaker Newt Gingrich and rumored
Republican vice presidential candidates Sens.
Marco Rubio (Fla.) and Rob Portman (Ohio).
Also scheduled to speak are some Religious Right
celebrities, including Family Research Council
President Tony Perkins, Richard Land of the
Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics & Religious
Liberty Commission, TV preacher James Robison,
Jordan Sekulow of the American Center for Law
and Justice, Regent University President Carlos
Campo and the Rev. Jonathan Falwell, pastor of
the Thomas Road Baptist Church (and son of the
late TV preacher Jerry Falwell).

Evolution/Creationism
IRS Should Investigate Kentucky Church For
Opposing Obama Re-Election, Says
Americans United
Church-State Watchdog Group Says Baptist Pastor
Violated Federal Tax Law By Calling For President’s
Ouster During Services
A Kentucky church violated federal law when its pastor
demanded the ouster of President Barack Obama during
church services, Americans United for Separation of
Church and State told the Internal Revenue Service
today.
During a May 13 service, Pastor Ronnie Spriggs of
Hager Hill Freewill Baptist Church in Hager Hill, Ky.,
demanded that Obama be voted out of office for
supporting marriage equality for same-sex couples.
“You can say that’s political if you want to and blame me
if you want to,” Spriggs observed, speaking from the
pulpit during a Sunday service, “but I heard our president
say something this week that I never thought I’d ever
hear a president of the United States say. Did y’all hear
that? He said that he believes that gays ought to have
the right to marry in the United States. That’s the
president of the United States who said that. Amen. I
don’t know about you folks, but I’m going on record and I
don’t care who knows it. I want the guy out.”
Asserting that “this country can’t afford that kind of
ideology in that office,” Spriggs went on to exhort his
congregation to get active between now and the
November election. He added, “I want you to speak up in
these next few months that are to come, and let’s not
back this kind of ideology. Let’s get this out of the White
House.”

Under federal
law, houses of
worship and
other
501(c)(3) tax-exempt bodies may not intervene in
elections by endorsing or opposing candidates.
Observed the Rev. Barry W. Lynn, Americans United
executive director, “Religious leaders have every right to
address public issues, but they cannot turn their taxexempt ministries into political action committees. If
houses of worship want to be partisan and dive into
electoral politics, they ought to give up their tax
exemptions.”
In a letter to the IRS sent today, Lynn requested an
investigation of the matter. He noted that Spriggs posted
the sermon on a Web-based video-sharing service,
giving it wider visibility.
“Pastor Spriggs informed his congregation that he
wanted to see President Obama ‘out,’ meaning out of
office,” wrote Lynn. “He said this twice, and went on to
link the issue of same-sex marriage to the November
presidential election. His message is clear: Congregants
should vote against Obama.”
Added Lynn, “Pastor Spriggs has quite openly stated
that Obama should not be re-elected. I believe this is a
violation of the law, and I request the IRS investigate the
matter.”

British Humanist Assoc. welcomes plans to add evolution to primary
curriculum
Evolution is to be included in the primary curriculum, it has today been announced. The Department for Education (DfE)
has published its draft primary National Curriculum for science, which includes the teaching of evolution from year four
(age 8-9). The British Humanist Association (BHA) spearheaded the'Teach evolution, not creationism' campaign calling
for just this change, and is delighted at the news.
Currently, evolution is first taught from year ten (age 14-15), but scientists and educational experts have argued that the
topic is so central to biology that it should be taught from an earlier age. As a result, the BHA has long campaigned for
evolution to be added to the primary curriculum. In July 2009, the BHAcoordinated a letter from 26 leading scientists and
educators on this matter, and following on from this, the Government told the BHA that the change would be made in the
Children, Schools and Families Bill. The BHA was bitterly disappointed when the plans were subsequently dropped due to
the Bill running out of parliamentary time before the 2010 election.
After the election, the Coalition Government announced its intention to embark on a new curriculum review. In September
2011, the BHA came together with 30 leading scientists and four other organisations to launch a new campaign
website, 'Teach evolution, not creationism'. The campaign argued that ‘An understanding of evolution is central to
understanding all aspects of biology. The teaching of evolution should be included at both primary and secondary levels in
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the National Curriculum and in all schools.’ It was also supported by an e-petition that has so far garnered over 23,000
signatures.
The programmes of study announced today include modules in years four and six on ‘Evolution and inheritance’. In year
four, pupils will explore ‘how characteristics are passed from one generation to another’, and ‘explain how the human
skeleton has changed over time, since we separated from other primates’. In year six, pupils will ‘be introduced to the
fossil as evidence for evolution’ and ‘how animals and plants are suited to and adapt to their environment in different
ways; and how this leads to evolution.’
BHA Chief Executive Andrew Copson commented, ‘We are delighted that evolution will be added to the primary
curriculum – something that we have long advocated. Teaching this core concept from an earlier age will give pupils a
much stronger understanding of the life sciences and of how we came to be. The Government must be commended for
making this change, and we look forward to working with them to ensure this proposal becomes reality.’

God is Imaginary
Proof #14 - Examine Jesus' miracles
If someone were to come to you today and say, "I am God!", what would you do? Yes, you would immediately ask for
proof. Of course you would. And you would not want goofy proof.You
would want real, solid, tangible proof.
No normal person, and I mean no one, would accept anything less than rock
solid proof from a person who claims to be God.
Why should it be any different with Jesus? Jesus was a man who claims to
be God. If he is God, then he ought to be able to prove it in a real,
inimitable way. If he cannot prove it then, quite clearly, he is not God.
A Christian would say, "But Jesus HAS proven it! Just look at all of the
miracles he did in the Bible! He healed the sick! He changed water into
wine! That PROVES that Jesus is the Lord!" Does that make sense to
you? Imagine that someone, today, were to come up to you and say, "I
am God, and I will prove that I am God by healing the sick and turning
water into wine!" What would you say? Be honest. You would not believe
this person because:
Everyone has seen all sorts of "faith healers" who can "heal" the sick. And we
all know that this sort of "healing" is quackery. If it were true, then we
would not need doctors, hospitals or prescription medicines.
Turning water into wine... Doesn't that sound like something that a B-grade
David-Copperfield-wannabe magician would do in a nightclub act? There
are a dozen ways that you could stage things to make it look like water is
turning into wine. There is no reason why a normal person would accept
a magic trick as proof that someone is God.
Neither of these miracles can be scientifically tested today. Not one of Jesus'
miracles left any tangible evidence for scientists to study.
It is as simple as that. If someone claimed to be God today, you
would neverbelieve it if the evidence consisted of faith healing and magic tricks. Never. Yet billions of people claim
that Jesus' faith healing and magic tricks prove that he is God.
Let's imagine that Jesus truly is God. What might he have done to prove it? He could have started by taking one of his
most famous quotes from the Bible and acting on it. In Matthew 17:20 Jesus says quite clearly:
For truly, I say to you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,'
and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.
To prove that he is God, Jesus would have moved a mountain. Especially since it is so easy. And Jesus would have
written something down to explain himself. Here's what the first page of Jesus' book might have looked like:
My name is Jesus, and I am God. I know there are a lot of people out there who will doubt that I am God, so let me start
off by proving it to you. Take a look at Mount Sinai. Everyone knows that, until today, Mount Sinai stood near here. It
is the mountain where God, my father, gave Moses the Ten Commandments.
More: http://godisimaginary.com/i14.htm
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Skeptoid
By Brian Dunning
Printed with permission

Area 51 Facts and Fiction
Some say alien spacecraft are tested at Nevada\'s legendary Area 51 site; what does history
have to say?
Today we're going to soar above the alkaline flats of the Nevada desert
at speeds in excess of Mach 3, banking and weaving among the peaks,
and come in for a landing at runway 32R at airport designation KXTA.
We're inside the restricted airspace of the Nevada Test and Training
Range, operated from nearby Nellis Air Force Base. Commonly called
Area 51 by the general public, this well-developed base on the shore
of dry Groom Lake is one of the most famous mystery sites in the
world, shrouded in rumor and wild claims of aliens and conspiracies.
In 2001, two friends and I took a Cessna Skyhawk from Las Vegas to
Tonopah, closely skirting the border of the restricted airspace
surrounding Nellis AFB. This happened to be just prior to the 9/11
terrorist attacks, at which time the restricted airspace was greatly expanded, and the route that we took then is
no longer possible today. But at the time, flying past the radar facility atop Bald Mountain, we were able to
legally look right down into Groom Lake, and took plenty of photographs and video. We were contacted by the air
traffic control tower at Groom Lake, which was plainly visible from our position, and he asked us what our
destination was. We told him Tonopah, and he asked if we'd like him to give us a direct vector to Tonopah. This
was his way of saying "Maybe you'd like to veer away and go straight to Tonopah rather than hugging our border."
But as we weren't doing anything wrong, we declined his offer and finished out our original flight plan. We saw a
number of other landing strips scattered about inside Nellis, but none that were as well developed as Groom
Lake.
Why were we able to do this, at a base that everyone believes is so top-secret? Everyone says the government
denies its existence or that it doesn't appear on maps. There is indeed one very big secret at Area 51. In the
words of Joerg Arnu, founder of the Dreamland Resort web site: "The biggest secret about Area 51 is that it was
never secret."
In late 1950, the United States Atomic Energy Commission established the National Proving Grounds for the
testing of nuclear devices, inside the Las Vegas Gunnery and Bombing Range. This huge area was subdivided into
parcels called simply Area 1, Area 2, and so on; and only those Areas from 1 to 30 became a final part of the
project. Area 51 was merely a leftover piece of land among many others.
The Central Intelligence Agency's Project AQUATONE had resulted in the design of what would become the U-2
spy plane, but for security reasons, they wanted someplace more private than Edwards Air Force Base to develop
it. In 1955, ateam led by Lockheed's chief designer, the legendary Kelly Johnson, flew around Nevada looking for
an alternate site. They found one inside Area 51: the dry Groom Lake, which they described as "A perfect natural
landing field... as smooth as a billiard table without anything being done to it." It was hidden behind hills and
well protected inside the surrounding military reserves. As construction began, the Atomic Energy Commission
sent out a press release to 18 newspapers and radio stations announcing the facility.
To attract all the civilian employees who would be needed, Kelly Johnson named his new creation Paradise
Ranch. And, in the more than 50 years since then, workers typically refer to it informally as The Ranch. But it's
had many names. By 1956 it had grown enough to be legally listed as Watertown in the Lincoln County records.
Nellis pilots often refer to it as The Box or Red Square into which they don't stray, and security personnel have
been heard to call it Home Plate over the radio. More: http://skeptoid.com/episodes/4313
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Pictures from the Orange County Freethought Conference
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Watch all of the great lectures from the Freethought Alliance
Conference on our new video streaming server. Good quality,
excellent audio and only $4 a lecture of $30 for the entire
weekend’s seminars.
Go HERE to see the lectures. You will register then watch any
Q&A panel discussion for free, and the first 5 minutes of any

lecture.

http://freethoughtalliance.org/fta/annual-conference/
Michael Shermer. Dr. Michael Shermer is the Founding Publisher of Skeptic magazine, the Executive
Director of the Skeptics Society, a monthly columnist for Scientific American, the host of the Skeptics
Distinguished Science Lecture Series at Caltech, and Adjunct Professor at Claremont Graduate
University.

Robert Price is an American theologian and writer. He teaches philosophy
and religion at the Johnnie ColemonTheological Seminary, has his own podcast called The
Human Bible and the author of a number of books on theology and the historicity of Jesus,
includingDeconstructing Jesus (2000), The Reason Driven Life (2006), Jesus is Dead (2007),
and Inerrant the Wind: The Evangelical Crisis in Biblical Authority (2009).

Dave Silverman, president of American Atheists out of New York, NY has been with this organization
since 1996, holding positions of NJ State Director, Communications Director, National Spokesperson,
Board Member, and Vice President. He hosts the Atheist Viewpoint TV program, blogs on the
NoGodBlog, has appeared on numerous public affairs and news programs, and has debated religious
apologists across the country.

Phil Zuckerman, Professor of Sociology, Pitzer College. Professor Zuckerman recently authored several
op-ed pieces, including “Why Do Americans Still Dislike Atheists?” in theWashington Post, April 30, 2011;
“Majoring in Secular Studies” in The Guardian, May 13, 2011; and “Why Evangelicals hate Jesus” in
the Huffington Post, March 3, 2011.
Aron Ra is one of the ‘YouTube atheists’, an internet ctivist and advocate of rationalism in science
education. His videos usually focus on phylogenetics with an emphasis on countering creationist claims. His
talk is entitled ’Cladistic phylogenetics for non-science majors’ (addressing misconceptions commonly held
even by those who understand evolution)
Richard Carrier is an American historian. He is best known for his writings on Internet
Infidels, otherwise known as the Secular Web, where he served as Editor-in-Chief for
several years. As an advocate of atheism and metaphysical naturalism, he has published
articles in books, journals and magazines, and also features on the documentary film The
God Who Wasn’t There, where he is interviewed about his doubts on the historicity of Jesus
13

Jim Underdown has been Executive Director of the Center for Inquiry-Los Angeles since 1999. He is
also the Founder and Chair of the Independent Investigations Group, a team of inquirers who look into
paranormal, pseudo-scientific, and extraordinary claims. He is also the creator of the Steve Allen
Theater at CFI-L.A.

Barbara Forrest is professor of philosophy at Southeastern Louisiana
University in Hammond, Louisiana. She is a critic of intelligent design and the Discovery Institute.Forrest
was a key expert witness for the plaintiffs in the 2005 Kitzmiller v. Dover Area School District trial.
Brian Dunning produces a weekly podcast called Skeptoid. The show follows an audio essay format, and
is dedicated to the critical examination of pseudoscience and the paranormal.

Mr Deity is a series of satirical short films that parody aspects of religion, created by Brian Keith Dalton
and distributed by Lazy Eye Pictures.
Dan Barker became a teenage evangelist at age 15. At 16 he was choir
librarian for faith-healer Kathryn Kuhlman’s Los Angeles appearances. He
received a degree in Religion from Azusa Pacific University and was ordained to the ministry by
the Standard Community Church, California, in 1975. He served as associate pastor in three
California churches: Arcadia Friend’s Church (Quaker), Glengrove Assembly of God (Hacienda
Heights), and Standard Christian Center, an independent Charismatic church loosely affiliated
with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ tradition) in Standard, California. Dan was a
Protestant missionary in Mexico for a total of two years.
Edward Tabash is a constitutional lawyer in the Los Angeles area. He is considered one of the
nation’s premier separation of church and state lawyers. He has filed amicus briefs arguing for
government neutrality in matters of religion with both the United States and California Supreme Court.

Brian Dunning produces a weekly podcast called Skeptoid. The show follows an audio essay
format, and is dedicated to the critical examination of pseudoscience and the paranormal

Dave Richards is part of the IIG – the Independent Investigation group based out of Los Angeles, CA.
Currently he organizes two groups, the Orange County Skeptics Supper Club and Free Thinkers for
Liberty. He has spoken at many secular groups in the California southland for many years and is
considered to be the “skeptic’s skeptic”

Heina Dadabhoy spent her childhood in Orange County as a practicing Muslim.
Since 2007, she has been an active participant in secular organizations and events in and
around Southern California. She has spoken and debated as an atheist on topics such as
the existence of God and the psychological impact of having grown up religious. Most
recently, she has joined the writing team at Skepchick.org

Enjoy all these secular leaders on-demand now at
http://freethoughtalliance.org/fta/annual-conference/
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Backyard Skeptics
is part of the Freethought Alliance, a 501C3 grass-roots organization
based in Villa Park, CA which sponsors monthly meetings with
interesting secular speakers, dinner-and-a-movie nights, scienceoriented field trips, outreach programs for letting others know about
our secular community and atheist advocacy programs. If you are
local to Orange County you are welcome to join out meetup group to
receive announcements of upcoming events.
http://www.backyardskeptics.com and search for Backyard Skeptics

________________________________________________________________________________

Click the
icon or any
of the below
news
sections.

trips and lectures, movie & dinner nights and psychic
parties. Join us!
June 20 – Summer Solstice Pot-Luck and a Movie Party
July 1 Sunday Morning Discussion Breakfast
July 1 Debate: Did Jesus rise fromthe Dead?
July 2 Reading with the Skeptics Book Club

Political News
Science News

July 12 TAM (The Amazing Meeting!) July 12-15,
Southpoint Hotel, Vegas (NO HOST)
Nov 10 - Private viewing on the 60" telescope at the Mt
Wilson Observatory $55

Church-State News
Future events:

Evolution/Creationism News

Go-Kart ‘SPEED’ night with dinner
Blackstar Canyon visit with the OC Astronomers Club

Climate Change News

Habitat for Humanity volunteer day
Music Appreciation night – rock, classical and jazz

And our latest news column:

Borego Springs overnighter with the OC Astronomy Club

Really Crazy News
Enjoy reading the Secular Gazette?

Backyard Skeptics Events
http://backyardskeptics.com/wordpress/events2/
BYS has many fun and education events such as field
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Subscribe using PayPal micropayments
to the Secular Gazette for only $.99 an
issue
Go to www.freethoughtalliance.org
to help us continue to bring you the most
recent news in skepticism, atheism,
science and church-state separation.

More Secular DVDS from

journalist, Jill Stewart. $10

FreethoughtAlliance.org
BackyardSkeptics.com

Sean McDowell vs. BYS - Commonalities of
Christians and Atheists
Sean visits Backyard Skeptics, then Bruce Gleason
and Mark Smith visit Sean's church in
San Juan Capistrano A 2-DVD set. $15
Sarah Dunn - Atheists in Prison: How the law,
culture, psychology shape prison Populations $10
Dave Richards - Exploring logical fallacies and how to
identify them $10
Eugenie Scott - Creationism, evolution, education,
and politics, Taped at Chapman University, Orange
CA $10

Both of these sites have one of the largest
selections of secular DVDs available
anywhere. Most DVDs are only $10. Make a
contribution to your secular organizations by
ordering one of our entertaining and
educational DVDs
The 2011 Orange County Freethought Alliance
Conference 3-DVD set. !3 wonderful speakers.
Enlightening, Educational and inspiring. $34
Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion: An Anthropological
Survey of the Supernatural World with Adrian Novotny,
Ph.D. $10 special

Orange County 2010 Freethought
Alliance Conference 2- DVD set
Enjoy 12 full-length seminars and an evening
discussion panel for only $30
Does God of the Bible Exist? A 6Person Panel Debate, December 2009 $20
"The God Question" Debate between Shermer & De'Souza $10
Bruce Gleason - "Why Am I Am Atheist" speech at
Calvary Church, Costa Mesa, CA $10
Dan Barker 2 DVD set - Jesus Myth or Fiction?
and Why I Became An Atheist $20
Chris Mooney - The War on Science: What Have We
Learned? CFI lecture $10

Thomas Quinn - ”God Needs Therapy” (a comedy) $12

Dr. Richard Carrier; How Christianity Began Is Proof
Enough It's Bunk $12
San Diego Secular Humanist Conference 2011 Entertaining speakers, engaging insights and thoughtprovoking lectures. 2 DVDs $45
Ali Ayaan Hirsi
Ali is a spokesperson for human
rights and a proponent against female
mutilation in Muslim countries. Her riveting personal
story is told with the help a local
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John Shook - The God Theory is Dead CFI lecture
$10
Edward Tabash - America at the Crossroads $10
Sean Carroll - The Origin of the Universe and the
Arrow of Time CFI lecture$10
Ross Blocher - Swaddling Cloth out of Whole Cloth:
Problems with the Nativity Story CFI lecture $10

National Secular Links

Here are several secular links to other
organizations supporting secularism, science and
skepticism around the world:
Americans United for Church and State Separation,
National au.org
American Humanist Assoc. americanhumanist.org
Atheist Alliance International atheistalliance.org
American Atheists atheists.org
Military Assoc. of Atheists and Freethinkers
ACLU.org
BERTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY
www.users.drew.edu/~jlenz/brs.html
CFI centerforinquiry.net
camp-quest.org
Freedom From Religion Foundation ffrf.org
jennymccarthybodycount.com
Meetup.com (search for humanist, agnostic, atheists or
church and state in your area)
National Center for Science Education ncse.com
People for the American Way pfaw.org
Richarddawkinsfoundation.org
James Randi Educational Foundation randi.org/site
Southern California Secular Humanist Conference.org
(in San Diego)
Whatstheharm.net

Local Southern California groups and
links
Ateos Unidos: The group for Spanish speakers!
3rd Saturdays at 11 a.m. at the Center for Inquiry
West, 4773 Hollywood Blvd.
Contact Liliana at 323-466-4223.
Americans United
Meets the third Sunday of the
month at 1:30pm at the Irvine Ranch Water

District 15600 Sand Canyon Ave. Irvine,
CA 92618 http://www.au-oc.org/
AU General Meeting: 4th Sundays, 11:00 a.m. at
Center for Inquiry West,
4773 Hollywood Blvd. Presentation followed by lunch
and afternoon activity.
Board meets briefly at 10:30 a.m. for members’
concerns. Childcare is available.
http://atheists.meetup.com/705/
Adopt-a-Highway: Help us keep our roads clean in the
name of atheism!
AU hosts the southbound strip of the Glendale
Freeway, Hwy 2, south of the 210.
Keeping the road clean allows us to keep our signage
there. Good exercise, and fun company! Two
Saturdays a month. Dates vary. Contact Steve 310-
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670-7131
BackyardSkeptics.com – meets once a month in Villa
Park (Orange County) also see meetup.com/backyardskeptics
Center for Inquiry -Lectures 1st and 3rd Sundays,
11a.m. 4773 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles.
Free for members of CFI, $6 for non-members
http://centerforinquiry.net/la
San Diego Coalition of Reason
FreethoughtAllaince.org – sponsors debates and events
in southern California
Free Thinkers for Liberty.org

Freethinkers for Liberty
is an organization of humanists and others who reject all
superstition, in favor of rationality and critical thinking,
who also respect the freedoms our forefathers described
in the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

Freethinkers Toastmasters: Want to improve your
speaking abilities in a fun and supportive group?
Join FTTM on 2nd & 4th Saturdays at 2 p.m. at the
Center for Inquiry West.
More information: David: 310-479-6318.
http://www.freethinkersclub.org
GALAH: Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists- 2nd
Sundays, 1 p.m.,
Center for Inquiry West, 4773 Hollywood Blvd.
Contact Ken Wolverton 818-554-9858 or
galahla@aol.com

Generation Atheist: A meeting group for atheists in
their 20s and 30s, 3rd Sundays, location changes
monthly. http://atheists.meetup.com/724/Hollywood/
East LA: 2nd Tuesdays, 7 p.m. at Atwater Village in
Glendale .Contact Steven Gibson 562-900-2834.
http://atheists.meetup.com/212/
Humanist Association of Orange County
Meets the
third Sunday of the month at 1:30pm at the Irvine
Ranch Water District 15600 Sand Canyon Ave. Irvine,
CA 92618 http://www.meetup.com/OCHumanists
Humanist Association of Los Angeles: 2nd Sunday,
11:00 a.m.,
Colorado Center Community Room (same as Yahoo
Center),
2500 Broadway, Santa Monica (near corner of 26th
Avenue and Broadway); Contact: Larry Taylor 310479-2236,
larry-a-taylor@att.net
Inland Empire: 1st Wednesday, 7 p.m., Riverside
Unitarian Church 3657 Lemon St., Riverside Contact

JanGoings@aol.com
http://atheists. meetup.com/ 499/
Lancaster “Antelope Valley Freethinkers” 4th Thurs.,
7pm, Camille’s Garden Cafe, Lancaster
http://atheists. meetup.com/ 615/
Long Beach: 3rd Fridays, 7 p.m., at Hometown Buffet,
290 E. 4th St.
Meal cost is $16. Contact Rodney 562-437- 4370 or
Hank Schultz,
whschultz@mac.com.
http://atheists.meetup.com/487/
Orange County Atheists, meets one a month at the
IHOP across from OC Airport
http://www.ocatheists.com/
Orange County Atheist United Chapter: 2nd Sundays,
10:30 a.m.,
Tee Room, 3100 Irvine Ave Newport Beach
Contact Norman 310-408-8653 (cell).
Atheists United San Fernando Valley: 3rd Thursday,
6:30 p.m., Kountry Folks Restaurant,
on Sepulveda Blvd. and Chase St.
Contact Henry at 818-988-2806, after 5:00 p.m.
http://atheists.meetup.com/614/
San Diego New Atheists and Agnostics

http://www.meetup.com/atheists-518/
Atheists United Santa Clarita: 2nd Sundays, 11 a.m.,
at Greenhouse Café, 26586 Bouquet Cyn. Rd., Santa
Clarita http://atheists.meetup.com/670/
Atheists United South Bay/Torrance: 3rd Sundays,
7p.m., At Marie Callender’s, 2979 Artesia Blvd,
Redondo Beach http://atheists.meetup.com/729/
Atheists United Ventura: 4th Mondays, 7pm,
E.P. Foster Library, 651 E Main Street, Ventura.
Contact Brian Parra for info: 805-794-4714,
venturaatheists@yahoo.com
http://atheists.meetup.com/494/
Ventura “Freethought Parents Network”:
Kids playgroup meets every Tuesday at 11am,
Locations subject to change
http://www.meetup.com/freethoughtparents/
WestValley Secular Humanists: Last Sundays, 2 p.m.,
Daphne’s Greek Café, 5780 Canoga Ave. Unit B,
Woodland Hills
http://secularhumanism.meetup.com/17/
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Enjoy reading the Secular
Gazette?
Subscribe using PayPal
micropayments to the Secular
Gazette for only $.99 an issue
Go to
www.freethoughtalliance.org
to help us continue to bring you
the most recent news in
skepticism, atheism, science and
church-state separation.

