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From the Editor 
 

 
Why evolution (and talking about it) is important 

 

Just last night at the Backyard Skeptics monthly meeting, a science teacher told a 
story about how he was recently teaching a science class to home-schooled 
parents, most of which were creationists.  He mentioned that these parents were 
not only teaching bad science (better to call it pseudo-science) but they were 
teaching their children how to think. I feel sorry for the kids in these families and 
there is nothing I can do except promote more debates among the creationist-lead 
churches such as Calvary church, one of more predominant Biblical-literalists 
churches in my area.  Although many evolutionary scholars have turned away 
from debating creationists because they feel it validates their claims of a 6000 
year-old earth, I can do it quite freely as I am neither a professor nor educator of 
science. I debate others that are usually members of the church witch also have 
no credentials in any science field.  Since neither of us are professionals, we don’t 
add validity to the creationists viewpoint on a professional level because. I feel this 
is one way to plant the seed of doubt in the minds of those creationists who are 
open to a sliver of critical thinking.  

The idea that anyone can use an unknown (God or any deity) to explain another 
unknown (the claim that humans were ‘pooled’ into existence) has its own logical 
fallacies. But when parents, under the cloak of religion, hinder their children’s 
natural inquisitiveness, it harms all of us by essentially eliminating many young 
individuals many would have otherwise  grown up to be scientists.   I wonder if instead of answering 
the question “why is the sky blue daddy?” with “God did it” that the parent, even if they were 
creationists would rather answer “let’s 
explore that question through light 
scattering”. I wonder if the child would 
grow up to be the next Nobel Prize 
winner if he explored the natural world 
and discovered the majesty of nature’s 
complexity.   Science (i.e., 
understanding the nature of reality of 
the universe) is majestic in the truest 
sense of the word.   
 
 

Bruce Gleason, editor        
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Our free on-demand lectures are 
starting to populate the playlist on our 
streaming server HERE.  
http://backyardskeptics.com/wordpress/new-streaming-video/ 
 

 
Our latest addition on our streaming server service was this month’s 
Backyard Skeptics meeting on October 24 with Brian Dunning about 
locally grown produce.  Brian is the founder of the Skeptoid podcast of 
which an episode is included in every Secular Gazette.  Visit his site at 
Skeptoid.com.  Please contribute a minimum of $1 or more if you enjoy 
this or any lecture on our new streaming service. 
  

 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
___ 
 

 
 
All of the speakers from the last Orange County Freethought Conference  are 
also on our new streaming server.  We’re still trying to break-even at our 
conferences, so a $4 donation is requested for each lecture.  Especially 
educational and entertaining is Michael Shermer’s lecture entitled “The Moral Arc 
of Science” .  The lecture includes over 100 graphs about how the world is 
indeed getting better, from increased longevity and fewer wars, to better 
medicine and more democratic states. 
 
 
Also available are lectures from our other great secular speakers: 
 Mr Deity, Rebecca Watson from Skepchick   Brian Dunning from the Skeptoid 
Podcast ,  Eugenie Scott from NCSE,  Sadie Crabtree from JREF,  physicist Vic 
Stenger, writer Tim Callahan, science educator James Corbett, Sean Faircloth 
from Secular Coalition and Jim Underdown from Center for Inquiry.

 
Feel free to let others know about the Secular Gazette. The only e-

newsletter that promotes science, critical thinking, and the idea that a 
world of non-belief would be a better than one of superstitions.  The 

download is free. 
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    Sam HarrisSam HarrisSam HarrisSam Harris                    
This Must Be Heaven  
Printed with permission 

 

 
Once upon a time, a neurosurgeon named 
Eben Alexander contracted a bad case of 
bacterial meningitis and fell into a coma. While 
immobile in his hospital bed, he experienced 
visions of such intense beauty that they 
changed everything—not just for him, but for 
all of us, and for science as a whole. 
According to Newsweek, Alexander’s 
experience proves that consciousness is 
independent of the brain, that death is an 
illusion, and that an eternity of perfect 
splendor awaits us beyond the grave—
complete with the usual angels, clouds, and 
departed relatives, but also butterflies and 
beautiful girls in peasant dress. Our current 
understanding of the mind “now lies broken at 
our feet”—for, as the doctor writes, “What 
happened to me destroyed it, and I intend to spend the rest of my life investigating the true nature of 
consciousness and making the fact that we are more, much more, than our physical brains as clear 
as I can, both to my fellow scientists and to people at 
large.”  

Well, I intend to spend the rest of the morning sparing him the effort. Whether you read it online or 
hold the physical object in your hands, this issue of Newsweek is best viewed as an archaeological 
artifact that is certain to embarrass us in the eyes of future generations. Its existence surely says 
more about our time than the editors at the magazine meant to say—for the cover alone reveals the 
abasement and desperation of our journalism, the intellectual bankruptcy and resultant tenacity of 
faith-based religion, and our ubiquitous confusion about the nature of scientific authority. The article is 
the modern equivalent of a 14th-century woodcut depicting the work of alchemists, inquisitors, 
Crusaders, and fortune-tellers. I hope our descendants understand that at least some of us were 
blushing. 

As many of you know, I am interested in “spiritual” experiences of the sort Alexander reports. Unlike 
many atheists, I don’t doubt the subjective phenomena themselves—that is, I don’t believe that 
everyone who claims to have seen an angel, or left his body in a trance, or become one with the 
universe, is lying or mentally ill. Indeed, I have had similar experiences myself in meditation, in lucid 
dreams (even while meditating in a lucid dream), and through the use of various psychedelics (in 
times gone by). I know that astonishing changes in the contents of consciousness are possible and 
can be psychologically transformative. 
More: http://www.samharris.org/blog/item/this-must-be-heaven 
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Science NewsScience NewsScience NewsScience News 

 

 
Smoking laws limit heart attacks 
   
Perhaps living in a “nanny state” isn’t half bad. In a Minnesota county that banned 
smoking in public places in 2007, the heart attack rate dropped by one-third after the 
ban compared with the period just before the restrictions were phased in, researchers report in the 
Oct. 29 Archives of Internal Medicine. 

The study is the longest analysis to date to measure a smoking ordinance’s effect on community-
wide heart health, says study coauthor Richard Hurt, an internist at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minn. 

“Our hope is that this will turn the page on this chapter, and whether secondhand smoke is 
associated with heart attacks,” Hurt says. “It is.” 

Olmsted County prohibited smoking in restaurants on January 1, 2002, and expanded the ban to all workplaces, including 
bars, on October 1, 2007. Cigarette smoke inhalation increases heart attack risk, so Hurt and his colleagues calculated 
the rate of heart attacks during the 18 months preceding the enactment of the first ordinance and the 18 months 
immediately after the full ban went into effect. More: 
http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/346089/description/Smoking_laws_limit_heart_attacks 

 

Hunting dark matter with DNA  
 RALEIGH, N.C. — Physicists racing to detect the mysterious substance known as 
dark matter are thinking outside the box by looking inside the cell. A new proposal for 
tracking dark matter particles relies on strands of DNA. 

All the ordinary stuff in the universe, from the atoms in people to the hot plasma in stars, 
makes up only about 5 percent of the universe’s mass and energy. About one-quarter of 
the universe’s composition is dark matter. (The rest is an even more puzzling entity known 
as dark energy.) Though several experiments claim to have detected dark matter, the 
results don’t agree and aren’t definitive. 

Katherine Freese, a theoretical physicist at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, proposed October 28 at the New 
Horizons in Science meeting that a new kind of DNA-based detector could not only spot a leading candidate for dark 
matter, called WIMPs, but could also determine incoming particles’ direction of flight. 
http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/346113/description/Hunting_dark_matter_with_DNA

First all-carbon solar cell  
October 31, 2012 by Mark Shwartz 

"Carbon has the potential to deliver high performance at a low cost," said study senior 
author Zhenan Bao, a professor of chemical engineering at Stanford. "To the best of our 
knowledge, this is the first demonstration of a working solar cell that has all of the 
components made of carbon. This study builds on previous work done in our lab." Unlike 
rigid silicon solar panels that adorn many rooftops, Stanford's thin film prototype is made of 
carbon materials that can be coated from solution. "Perhaps in the future we can look at 

alternative markets where flexible carbon solar cells are coated on the surface of buildings, on windows or on cars to 
generate electricity," Bao said. The coating technique also has the potential to reduce manufacturing costs, said Stanford 
graduate student Michael Vosgueritchian, co-lead author of the study with postdoctoral researcher Marc Ramuz. 
"Processing silicon-based solar cells requires a lot of steps," Vosgueritchian explained. "But our entire device can be built 
using simple coating methods that don't require expensive tools and machines. 
http://phys.org/news/2012-10-all-carbon-solar-cell.html
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Church-State News  

   
The Marriage Equality Debate: We Need More Constitu tion And 
Less Leviticus  
Consider this gem by Pastor Robert J. Anderson of Colonial Baptist Church in 
Randallstown, Md. Speaking of gay people, Anderson said: “Those who practice 
such things are deserving of death.” 

Maryland is one of four states that will vote on marriage equality next month. Anderson made the 
comments during a town hall meeting. He quoted from the Book of Romans and opined that if 
Maryland voters approve same-sex marriage “then we are approving those things that are worthy of 
death.” 

Not surprisingly, there was a strong reaction to this. 

“Such rancid comments have absolutely no place in this debate,” Sultan Shakir of Marylanders for 
Marriage Equality said in a media statement.     http://au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/the-marriage-
equality-debate-we-need-more-constitution-and-less-leviticus 
 

 

Taxpayers Have Right To Challenge Church Control Of  Federal Program  
When the federal government lets a church group impose religious doctrine on a publicly funded 
program, taxpayers have the right to take the matter to court. 

That’s the viewpoint put forward by Americans United for Separation of Church and State ina friend-of-the-court 

brief filed with the 1st U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals today. 

The appeals court is considering a case in which the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) in 2006 gave the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops control over a program that helps sex-
trafficking victims. The bishops’ conference then denied funding to other social service agencies 
unless they promised not to use the public dollars for abortion or contraceptive services.  

The American Civil Liberties Union challenged the arrangement, saying it violated church-state 
separation and denied essential services to trafficking victims. 

A federal district court ruled in the ACLU’s favor, but now the bishops’ conference and HHS are 
claiming that the case should be thrown out because taxpayers have no “standing” to bring matters 
like this into court.  http://au.org/media/press-releases/americans-united-says-taxpayers-have-right-
to-challenge-church-control-of 
 

Three Cheers For Religious Liberty: Forcing Your Fa ith Onto Others 
Isn’t ‘Freedom’  
Religious freedom need not be a complicated concept. You can believe what you like. You have the 
right to worship the god (or gods) of your choice – or worship no god at all if you like. 

The problem is, some people are never satisfied with exercising that private right. They demand that 
they be allowed to use government channels to impose what they believe on others. 

I’ve written before about some Christian cheerleaders in Kountze, Texas, who have taken to creating 
large banners containing Bible verses that are displayed during high school football games. When 
school officials told them to stop, the cheerleaders got an attorney to sue on their behalf in state 
court. 

Not surprisingly, the local judge sided with the cheerleaders, accepting their argument that their free 
speech rights had been violated.  http://au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/three-cheers-for-religious-
liberty-forcing-your-faith-onto-others-isn-t 

 . 
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Climate Change NewsClimate Change NewsClimate Change NewsClimate Change News    
 

Climate of Doubt on-line at no charge  
 

Climate of Doubt, the Frontline documentary on the promulgation of climate 
change denial that aired on October 23, 2012, is now available on-line. The 
documentary focuses on how, over the last four years, climate change deniers 
mobilized, framed their tactics, and undermined public and political 
acceptance of the global scientific consensus on climate change. Climate 
change education receives a passing mention: "Beyond Washington, in wave 

after wave, the skeptic tactic of fighting scientific warnings with doubt and delay was finding success. 
Tennessee passed a law allowing the views of climate change skeptics to be taught in schools." 
(Similarly, although unmentioned, Louisiana passed such a law in 2008, and South Dakota adopted a 
resolution in 2010 calling for "balanced teaching of global warming" in the state's public schools.) 
Along with the documentary itself, Frontline is also providing a transcript, extended interviews with 
people featured in the documentary, and a timeline on the politics of climate change. 
http://ncse.com/news/2012/10/climate-doubt-line-0014612 
 
 

What the world needs to watch  

Global warming is mainly the result of 
CO2 levels rising in the Earth’s 
atmosphere. Both atmospheric CO2 and 
climate change are accelerating. 
Climate scientists say we have years, 
not decades, to stabilize CO2 and other 
greenhouse gases. 

To help the world 
succeed, CO2Now.org makes it easy to 
see the most current CO2 level and 
what it means. So, use this site and 
keep an eye on CO2.  Invite others to do 
the same.  
 
CO2Now.com  
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Political News 
  

The Evolution of the Religiously Unaffiliated Vote,  1980-2008 

The religiously unaffiliated, or the “Nones,” are the fastest-
growing religious group in the United States, now comprising 
about one-fifth (19%) of the adult population. Their growth is 
also evident at the ballot box, where unaffiliated voters now 
account for a significant slice of the electorate. The unaffiliated 
vote share in presidential elections more than doubled from 
5% in 1980 to 12% in 2008. Currently, PRRI’s 2012 American 
Values Survey  estimates that 16% of likely voters are 
religiously unaffiliated. 
An exploration of the unaffiliated vote since 1980s shows two 
interesting features: first, the Democratic advantage among 

this group is not a recent phenomenon but stretches back at least as far as 1984, and second, that unaffiliated 
voters display unusually robust support for third-party and independent candidates.   
http://www.religiousrightwatch.com/2012/10/the-evolution-of-the-religiously-unaffiliated-vote-1980-2008.html 
 

Billy Graham Prays With Romney But Mormonism Still a 
"Cult", Indicates Graham's Website  
 

Evangelist Billy Graham, 93, issued the following statement after meeting today 
in his North Carolina home with presidential candidate, Gov. Mitt Romney: 
 
"It was an honor to meet and host Gov. Romney in my home today, especially 
since I knew his late father former Michigan Gov. George Romney, whom I 
considered a friend. I have followed Mitt Romney's career in business, the 
Olympic Games, as governor of Massachusetts and, of course, as a candidate 
for president of the United States. 
 
"What impresses me even more than Gov. Romney's successful career are his 

values and strong moral convictions. I appreciate his faithful commitment to his impressive family, particularly 
his wife Ann of 43 years and his five married sons. 
 
"It was a privilege to pray with Gov. Romney—for his family and our country. I will turn 94 the day after the 
upcoming election, and I believe America is at a crossroads. I hope millions of Americans will join me in 
praying for our nation and to vote for candidates who will support the biblical definition of marriage, protect the 
sanctity of life and defend our religious freedoms."  http://www.billygraham.org/articlepage.asp?articleid=8983 
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FFFFFRF.orgFRF.orgFRF.orgFRF.org    

FFRF warns another school on bible 
banners  
The Freedom From Religion Foundation sent a letter of 
complaint Oct. 26 to Autauga County Schools 
Superintendent Spence Agee in Prattville, Ala., after being 
contacted by a concerned district alumnus about religious 
banners displayed by Marbury High School cheerleaders at 
football games for players to run through. 

"We understand that each week a different bible verse is displayed for all to observe," wrote Stephanie Schmitt, FFRF 
staff attorney. "You must take immediate action to stop these religious banners from being part of school-sponsored 
events." 

FFRF, a national state-church watchdog based in Madison, Wis., has received several complaints about the practice 
becoming popular at other schools and recently sent letters to Kountze, Texas; Newton, Texas; Bossier Parish, La.; Stone 
County Schools, Miss.; and Thackerville Schools, Okla. FFRF was notified that the Stone County district ordered 
cheerleaders to stop making religious banners. The Kountze case has received massive media coverage and is being 
litigated. http://ffrf.org/news/news-releases/item/16028-ffrf-warns-another-school-on-bible-banners 

 

  
School board prayer out, silence in  
October 31, 2012   Another Pennsylvania school board has decided to drop prayer at board meetings after 
getting a letter from FFRF. That means FFRF is batting 5 for 5 in recent challenges to prayers by Keystone State school 
boards.  Senior Staff Attorney Rebecca Markert wrote Aug. 17 on behalf of a local complainant to Glenn Yoder, president 
of the Eastern Lancaster County Board of School Directors in New Holland. 

FFRF is a national state/church watchdog with over 18,500 members, including over 600 in Pennsylvania. 

Markert noted that state and federal court have repeatedly ruled that prayers by public school boards are 
unconstitutional, inappropriate and divisive and cited the relevant cases. (The Anti-Defamation League of 
Philadelphia also wrote the board to complain about its invocations.) 

On the weekend of Oct. 20, Superintendent Robert Hollister left a phone message at FFRF's office that said 
the board would no longer be opening meetings with prayer. 
http://ffrf.org/news/news-releases/item/16031-school-board-prayer-out-silence-in 

 

Consider the cheerleaders  
 THE Kountze Lions, a high-school football team from east Texas, are 
having a good season. Their all-time win percentage is 38%. Thus far 
this year, they're five for seven. The problem is that the Lions have, 
perhaps, posted these gains after making illicit use of performance-
enhancing prayer. Since the start of the year the school's cheerleading 
squad has been displaying banners painted with Bible verses (like the 
one pictured above). It's common at high-school football games for the 
team to run onto the field by bursting through such banners like the 
Kool-Aid man, but it's not common for the banners to carry religious 
messages, because public schools aren't supposed to promote religion. 
Last month, accordingly, the district's superintendent banned such 

banners, but on October 18th a district court ruled that the school can't enforce the ban for the time being.  
http://www.economist.com/blogs/democracyinamerica/2012/10/religious-expression?fsrc=nlw%7Cnewe%7C10-24-
2012%7C3903314%7C37991213%7C 
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Evolution/Creationism       
 

 New Study Shows Effects of Prehistoric Nocturnal Li fe On Mammalian Vision  
 

Since the age of dinosaurs, most species of day-active mammals 
have retained the imprint of nocturnal life in their eye structures. 
Humans and other anthropoid primates, such as monkeys and 
apes, are the only groups that deviate from this pattern, according 
to a new study from The University of Texas at Austin and 
Midwestern University. 

The findings, published in a forthcoming issue of Proceedings of the 
Royal Society B, are the first to provide a large-scale body of 
evidence for the "nocturnal bottleneck theory," which suggests that 
mammalian sensory traits have been profoundly influenced by an 

extended period of adaptation to nocturnality during the Mesozoic Era. This period lasted from 250 
million years ago to 65 million years ago. 

To survive in the night, mammals had a host of visual capabilities, such as good color vision and high 
acuity, which were lost as they passed through the nocturnal "bottleneck." 

"The fact that nearly all living mammals have eye shapes that appear 'nocturnal' by comparison with 
other amniotes [mammals, reptiles and birds] is a testament to the strong influence that evolutionary 
history can have on modern anatomy," says Chris Kirk, associate professor of anthropology at The 
University of Texas at Austin.  http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2012/10/121031161025.htm 
 

 

Far from Random, Evolution Follows a Predictable Ge netic Pattern  
 Evolution, often perceived as a series of random changes, might in 
fact be driven by a simple and repeated genetic solution to an 
environmental pressure that a broad range of species happen to 
share, according to new research. 

Princeton University research published in the 
journal Sciencesuggests that knowledge of a species' genes -- and 
how certain external conditions affect the proteins encoded by 
those genes -- could be used to determine a predictable 
evolutionary pattern driven by outside factors. Scientists could then 
pinpoint how the diversity of adaptations seen in the natural world 
developed even in distantly related animals. 

"Is evolution predictable? To a surprising extent the answer is yes," said senior researcher Peter 
Andolfatto, an assistant professor in Princeton's Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology and 
the Lewis-Sigler Institute for Integrative Genomics. He worked with lead author and postdoctoral 
research associate Ying Zhen, and graduate students Matthew Aardema and Molly Schumer, all from 
Princeton's ecology and evolutionary biology department, as well as Edgar Medina, a biological 
sciences graduate student at the University of the Andes in Colombia. 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2012/10/121025130922.htm 
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God is Imaginary 

  

Proof #16 - Contemplate the contradictionsA thoughtful person who thinks about God cannot help but 
notice the amazing contradictions. They are everywhere you look. 

Here is one very simple example. On the day Moses comes down from 
Mount Sinai with the stone tablets containing the Ten Commandments, he 
discovers that the Israelites have created a golden calf. To punish the people, 
Moses gathers a group of men and takes the following action in the book of 
Exodus, Chapter 32: 

Then he [Moses] said to them, "This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 
'Each man strap a sword to his side. Go back and forth through the camp 
from one end to the other, each killing his brother and friend and neighbor.' " 
The Levites did as Moses commanded, and that day about three thousand of 
the people died. 

So... one minute we have God carving into stone, "Thou shalt not kill." Then 
the next minute we have God telling each man to strap a sword to his side 
and lay waste to thousands. Wouldn't you expect the almighty ruler of the 
universe to be slightly more consistent than this? 3,000 dead people is a lot 
of commandment breaking. Obviously that is a total contradiction. The reason 
why you find contradictions like that in the Bible is because God is imaginary. 

When you look at slavery, you get the same feeling of total contradiction. It is 
obvious to modern human beings that slavery is an abomination. The fact 
that God is a huge proponent of slavery in the Bible shows us that God is 
imaginary. 

A recent issue of Christianity Today featured this cover: 

 

The cover story is: 5 Reasons Torture Is Always Wrong. 

If you think about it, you can see the contradiction here. What does God plan to do to people who do not accept Jesus 
Christ as their savior? According to the Christian faith, he plans to torture them for eternity in the fires of hell. Since we all 
know that torture is always wrong, we have a contradiction. 

According to Genesis, God also tortures all women for eternity with painful childbirth. For her trangression of eating the 
fruit, God says to Eve: 

"I will greatly increase your pains in Childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children." 

This, of course, is torture. Inflicting excruciating pain on someone as punishment is the dictionary definition of torture, as 
you can see here: 

tor·ture: Infliction of severe physical pain as a means of punishment or coercion. [ref] 

So, according to the Bible, God is the universe's all-powerful torturer. Unfortunately, according to Christianity Today, 
torture is always wrong. The fact that a perfect God is doing something that is always wrong shows you the contradiction. 

More: http://godisimaginary.com/i16.htm

Enjoy reading the Secular Gazette? 
 

Subscribe using PayPal micropayments to the Secular Gazette for only $.99 an issue 
 

Go to www.freethoughtalliance.org 
to help us continue to bring you the most recent news in skepticism, atheism, science and 

church-state separation.  
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SkeSkeSkeSkeptoidptoidptoidptoid      

By Brian Dunning   (reprinted with permission) 

The Phantom Time Hypothesis  
Today we're going to go back into history, all the way back to — well, we're not very sure 
where — because according to some, large chunks of what we believe are history never 
actually happened. The phantom time hypothesis is any of a number of alternate 
chronologies of the past few millennia, in which whole centuries of false history have been inserted into the 
calendar ex post facto by the ruling class. A dark age here, a century or two there; it never happened in reality 
but was made up, artificially stretching modern history into the two thousand years we now wrongly think have 
taken place since the year 1. 

Most of today's support for this hypothesis comes from eastern Europe, a part of the world where conspiratorial 
thinking has typically flourished. The ideas were first widely publicized around 1700 by the French Jesuit and 
librarian Jean Hardouin, who believed that most of the art and literature from ancient Greece and Rome were 
13th-century Jesuit forgeries, and that most of what we regard as Greek and Roman history never transpired. 
His work was followed by other French Jesuits. It was ultimately championed, expanded, and widely published 
by the Russian mathematician Anatoly Fomenko beginning in the 1980s. Fomenko used statistical analysis of 
ancient texts and his own mathematical notions about astronomical observations to show that Hardouin had 
not gone far enough; and that the Jesuits had forged all of Greek, Roman, Egyptian, Chinese, and Arabic 
history, inserting nearly a thousand years of false history into the calendar. In Fomenko's revised chronology, 
we would only have to go back in time some 900 years to meet Jesus Christ. 

A more specific phantom time claim comes from a pair of German conspiracy theorists, Heribert Illig and Hans-
Ulrich Niemitz, who believe that our current calendar was inflated by 297 years through a series of errors and 
deliberate meddling by the Catholic Church. According to Illig and Niemitz, when we think it's the year 2012, it's 
actually only 1715. 

The calendar system that we use today is called the Gregorian calendar, which specifies a leap year every four 
years, except for years divisible by 100, but still including years divisible by 400. This keeps us right on track 
very well. Its adoption in 1582 was largely motivated by the need to keep Easter in the right place on the 
calendar, something that was important to the Church, but which had drifted off 10 days using the previous 
Julian calendar system. The Julian system was simpler; it had a leap year every four years, and no exceptions, 
so was less accurate. The correction was ordered by Pope Gregory XIII, and was accomplished by going from 
October 4, 1582, directly to October 15, 1582, and proceeding with the Gregorian method thenceforth. 

Now Illig, by looking back over those 1582 years and counting up the leap years, found that the ten-day error 
was too small, and that the real error was thirteen days. Illig could think of only possible explanation for the 
Pope's astronomers coming up with an error that was too small: the actual number of centuries that had 
existed was smaller than the Pope was letting on. Illig reckoned that just about three centuries 
of recorded history were faked, and never took place. 

The interesting part of all this is that Illig was half right; a simple count reveals that the Julian 
calendar would have accumulated 13 days of error over 1582 years, not 10. But there's a reason 10 was used 
other than phantom centuries. When the calendar switch was made in 1582, the idea was not to correct the 
Julian error accumulated since the year 1, but rather to bring Easter back into calendar sync with the time 
Easter had been fixed: the Council of Nicaea. When was the Council of Nicaea? You guessed it, the year 325; 
1257 years before the switch, just enough to drift by 10 days. Illig's phantom time hypothesis was based on the 
wrong interpretation of a valid observation. More: http://skeptoid.com/episodes/4332 

 
 
Please consider donation to Brian;s podcast.  He is now working full time as a researcher for the 
podcasts and his video series InFactvideo.com 
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Announcing our next Freethought Conference in Anahe im, CA  

 
Reserve the date!      May 4, 2012 

We are very pleased to have some of the most sought after secular leaders at this conference: 
 
PZ Myers - biological evolutionist and a defender of non-belief  
Dr Myers is a public critic of intelligent design (ID) and of the creationist movement in general 
and is an activist in the American creation–evolution controversy.  
 
 
 
Greta Cristina - atheist blogger and activist  
Greta Christina  is the regular atheist correspondent for AlterNet, and has been writing about 
atheism in her own “Greta Christina’s blog” since 2005. Her blog is now part 
of http://freethoughtblogs.com/. In 2009, Hemant Mehta at the “Friendly Atheist” ranked 
Christina’s blog in the Top Ten most popular atheist blogs.   

 
Margaret Downey – f reethought advocate 
is an atheist activist who is the former President of Atheist Alliance International and founder 
and president of the Freethought Society (formerly Freethought Society of Greater 
Philadelphia).[1][2] She also founded the Anti-Discrimination Support Network, which reports 
and helps deal with discrimination against atheists. 
 
John Shook – from Center for Inquiry, New York 
John Shook is Vice President and Senior Research Fellow at the Center for Inquiry 
Transnational in Amherst, N.Y., and Research Associate in Philosophy at the University at 
Buffalo, since 2006.. 
 
 
Matt Dillahunty  is a public speaker, internet personality and the president of the Atheist 
Community of Austin. He hosts the live internet radio show “Non-Prophets Radio” and of 
the Austin-based public-access television show The Atheist Experience.[2] He is also the 
founder and contributor of the counter-apologeticsencyclopedia Iron Chariots and its subsidiary  
 
 

Jessica Ahlquist     Ahlquist v. Cranston was a case where the United States District Court for 
the District of Rhode Island ruled that a “School Prayer” banner posted in Cranston High School 
West was a violation of the Establishment Clause of the United States Constitution and ordered 
its removal. The suit was brought by Jessica Ahlquist, a student at the school, with the 
assistance of the American Civil Liberties Union.    

 
Reserve your seat here: http://freethoughtalliance.org/fta/annual-conferenc e/admission/  
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Opinion 
By George Lipman 
 
If Romney gets elected, he has said that he wants Roe vs Wade to be 
overturned.  Roe vs. Wade  was a landmark 1973 U.S. Supreme Court 
case that upheld a woman's right to have an abortion. Rpmney is also 
against Embryonic Stem Cell Researchand Gay Marriage. The Supreme 
Court has 4 justices who are in their mid-to-late 70’s. If he gets elected, it is 
expected that Romney will be able to appoint at least two new Supreme 
Court judges who will favor his point of view on these issues. This poses 

enormous stakes. Women in many states would be faced with an unwanted pregnancy or an unsafe, 
illegal abortion. Gay marriage would no longer be legal and Embryonic stem cell research would 
come to a halt, as it did in the Bush administration. It has been said that stopping this research put 
the U.S. ten years behind other countries.  The arguments which oppose Abortion, Stem Cell 
Research and Gar Marriage are mostly rooted in religious beliefs. Such beliefs should not be made 
the law of the land. Enforcement of such prohibitions  places unnecessary hardships and suffering on 
a large segment of the population. In the case of Gay Marriage, there has never been any harm to the 
heterosexual community from allowing gay marriage. In the case of stem cell research, no good every 
resulted from making it illegal, and in the case of abortion, society is penalized keeping it illegal. 
Prohibiting these things lowers our freedoms and moves our standards backwards in time. Until we 
can prove otherwise,  religion remains, and always will be, a theory. I prefer not to use such theory as 
a basis for our laws. Such laws, if enacted, are prejudicial and would appear to be in violation of our 
First Amendment rights.  

 
 
Batshit Crazy News 
Enjoy reading some entertaining new you won’t see on the nightly news. 

10/29/12  Bob Larson and his all-girl exorcist squad 
10/11/12   Arkansas State Rep: ‘If Slavery Were So God-Awful, Why Didn’t 
Jesus Or Paul Condemn It?’ 
10/6/12   Rep. Paul Broun (R-GA): Evolution, Big Bang ‘Lies Straight From 
The Pit Of Hell’  
10/3/12 Fischer on Whether Obama is a Forerunner to the Antichrist: ‘It’s 
Too Early To Say’ | rightwingwatch.org 
9/16/12  The Separation of Satan and State 
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 Backyard Skeptics 

is part of the Freethought Alliance, a 501C3 grass-roots organization 
based in Villa Park, CA which sponsors monthly meetings with 
interesting secular speakers, dinner-and-a-movie nights, science-
oriented field trips, outreach programs for letting others know about 
our secular community and atheist advocacy programs. If you are 
local to Orange County you are welcome to join out meetup group to 
receive announcements of upcoming events. 

http://www.backyardskeptics.com  

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Click the 
icon or any 
of the below 
news 
sections.  

  

   

Political News   

Science News  

Church-State News  

Evolution/Creationism News  
 

Climate Change News  
 
And our latest news column:  

 

Backyard Skeptics Events  
http://backyardskeptics.com/wordpress/events2/ 

  
BYS has many fun and education events such as field 
trips and lectures, movie & dinner nights and psychic 
parties. Join us! 

Nov 10 - Private viewing on the 60" telescope at the Mt 
Wilson Observatory $55 

 
Future events:   

Go-Kart ‘SPEED’ night with dinner 

Blackstar Canyon visit with the OC Astronomers Club 

Habitat for Humanity volunteer day 

Music Appreciation night – rock, classical and  jazz 

Tattoo night (yes – we’re getting real tattoos!) 

  

 

 

Enjoy reading the Secular Gazette? 
 

Subscribe using PayPal micropayments to the Secular Gazette for only $.99 an issue 
 

Go to www.freethoughtalliance.org 
to help us continue to bring you the most recent news in skepticism, atheism, science and 

church-state separation.  
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Secular DVDS from  
BackyardSkeptics.com  
 

Both of these sites have one of the largest 
selections of secular DVDs available 
anywhere.  Most DVDs are only $10.  Make a 
contribution to your secular organizations by 
ordering one of our entertaining and 
educational DVDs 
 
 
The 2012 Orange County Freethought Alliance 
Conference 3-DVD set.  18 wonderful speakers.  
Enlightening, Educational and inspiring.  $45 
 

Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion: An Anthropological 
Survey of the Supernatural World with Adrian Novotny, 
Ph.D. $10 special 

Thomas Quinn - ”God Needs Therapy” (a comedy) $12 

 

Dr. Richard Carrier;  How Christianity Began Is Proof 
Enough It's Bunk $12 
 
San Diego Secular Humanist Conference 2011 -  
Entertaining speakers, engaging insights and thought-
provoking lectures. 2 DVDs  $45 
 
Ali Ayaan Hirsi      Ali is a spokesperson for human 
rights and a proponent against female  
mutilation in Muslim countries. Her riveting personal 
story is told with the help a local  
journalist, Jill Stewart. $10 

 
Sean McDowell vs. BYS - Commonalities of 
Christians and Atheists 
Sean visits Backyard Skeptics, then Bruce Gleason 
and Mark Smith visit Sean's church in  
San Juan Capistrano  A 2-DVD set.  $15 
 
Sarah Dunn -   Atheists in Prison: How the law, 
culture, psychology shape prison Populations  $10 
 
Dave Richards - Exploring logical fallacies and how to 
identify them $10 
 
Eugenie Scott - Creationism, evolution, education, 
and politics,  Taped at Chapman University, Orange 
CA  $10 
 
Orange County 2010 Freethought   
Alliance Conference 2- DVD set 
Enjoy 12 full-length seminars and an evening 
discussion panel for only $30     
 
Does God of the Bible Exist?   A 6- 
Person Panel Debate, December 2009   $20       
   
"The God Question" - 
 Debate between Shermer & De'Souza   $10 
 
Bruce Gleason - "Why Am I Am Atheist" speech at 
Calvary Church, Costa Mesa, CA  $10 
 
Dan Barker 2 DVD set   - Jesus Myth or  Fiction?   
and Why I Became An Atheist  $20 
 
Chris Mooney - The War on Science: What Have We 
Learned?  CFI lecture  $10 
 
John Shook - The God Theory is Dead   CFI lecture  
$10 
 
Edward Tabash - America at the Crossroads  $10 
 
Sean Carroll - The Origin of the Universe and the 
Arrow of Time    CFI lecture$10 
 
Ross Blocher - Swaddling Cloth out of Whole Cloth: 
Problems with the Nativity Story    CFI lecture $10 
 
     

  



16 
 

National Secular Links 
Here are several secular links to other 
organizations supporting secularism, science and 
skepticism around the world: 
Americans United for Church and State Separation, 
National    au.org 
 
American Humanist Assoc.    americanhumanist.org 
Atheist Alliance International    atheistalliance.org 
American Atheists    atheists.org 
Military Assoc. of Atheists and Freethinkers     
ACLU.org 
BERTRAND RUSSELL  SOCIETY    
www.users.drew.edu/~jlenz/brs.html 
CFI  centerforinquiry.net 
camp-quest.org 
Freedom From Religion Foundation  ffrf.org 
jennymccarthybodycount.com 
Meetup.com (search for humanist, agnostic, atheists or 
church and state in your area) 
National Center for Science Education    ncse.com 
People for the American Way     pfaw.org 
Richarddawkinsfoundation.org 
James Randi Educational Foundation    randi.org/site 
Southern California Secular Humanist Conference.org 
(in San Diego) 
Whatstheharm.net 

 

 
Local Southern California groups and 
links 
Ateos Unidos: The group for Spanish speakers!  

3rd Saturdays at 11 a.m. at the Center for Inquiry 

West, 4773 Hollywood Blvd. 

Contact Liliana at 323-466-4223.  

Americans United     Meets the third Sunday of the 

month at 1:30pm at the Irvine Ranch Water 
District 15600 Sand Canyon Ave. Irvine, 
CA 92618  http://www.au-oc.org/ 
 

AU General Meeting: 4th Sundays, 11:00 a.m. at 

Center for Inquiry West,  

4773 Hollywood Blvd. Presentation followed by lunch 

and afternoon activity.  

Board meets briefly at 10:30 a.m. for members’ 

concerns. Childcare is available.  

http://atheists.meetup.com/705/  

 

Adopt-a-Highway: Help us keep our roads clean in the 

name of atheism!  

AU hosts the southbound strip of the Glendale 

Freeway, Hwy 2, south of the 210. 

Keeping the road clean allows us to keep our signage 

there. Good exercise, and fun company! Two 

Saturdays a month. Dates vary. Contact Steve 310-

670-7131  

 

BackyardSkeptics.com – meets once a month in Villa 

Park (Orange County)  also see meetup.com/backyard-

skeptics 

Center for Inquiry -Lectures 1st and 3rd Sundays, 

11a.m. 4773 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles.  

Free for members of CFI, $6 for non-members  

http://centerforinquiry.net/la  

San Diego Coalition of Reason 

FreethoughtAllaince.org – sponsors debates and events 

in southern California 

Free Thinkers for Liberty.org    Freethinkers for Liberty 

is an organization of humanists and others who reject all 

superstition, in favor of rationality and critical thinking, 

who also respect the freedoms our forefathers described 

in the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 

 

Freethinkers Toastmasters: Want to improve your 

speaking abilities in a fun and supportive group?  

Join FTTM on 2nd & 4th Saturdays at 2 p.m. at the 

Center for Inquiry West. 

More information: David: 310-479-6318. 

http://www.freethinkersclub.org  

 

GALAH: Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists- 2nd 

Sundays, 1 p.m.,  

Center for Inquiry West, 4773 Hollywood Blvd.  

Contact Ken Wolverton 818-554-9858 or  

galahla@aol.com   

 

Generation Atheist: A meeting group for atheists in 

their 20s and 30s, 3rd Sundays, location changes 

monthly. http://atheists.meetup.com/724/Hollywood/ 

East LA: 2nd Tuesdays, 7 p.m. at Atwater Village in 

Glendale .Contact Steven Gibson 562-900-2834. 

http://atheists.meetup.com/212/ 

 

Humanist Association of Orange County     Meets the 

third Sunday of the month at 1:30pm at the Irvine 

Ranch Water District 15600 Sand Canyon Ave. Irvine, 

CA 92618 http://www.meetup.com/OCHumanists 

Humanist Association of Los Angeles: 2nd Sunday, 

11:00 a.m.,  

Colorado Center Community Room (same as Yahoo 

Center), 

2500 Broadway, Santa Monica (near corner of 26th 

Avenue and Broadway); Contact: Larry Taylor 310-

479-2236,  

larry-a-taylor@att.net  



17 
 

Inland Empire: 1st Wednesday, 7 p.m., Riverside 

Unitarian Church 3657 Lemon St., Riverside Contact 

JanGoings@aol.com  

http://atheists. meetup.com/ 499/  

 

Lancaster “Antelope Valley Freethinkers” 4th Thurs., 

7pm, Camille’s Garden Cafe, Lancaster  

http://atheists. meetup.com/ 615/  

 

Long Beach: 3rd Fridays, 7 p.m., at Hometown Buffet, 

290 E. 4th St. 

Meal cost is $16. Contact Rodney 562-437- 4370 or 

Hank Schultz, 

whschultz@mac.com. 

http://atheists.meetup.com/487/  

 

Orange County Atheists, meets one a month at the 

IHOP across from OC Airport  

http://www.ocatheists.com/  

 

Orange County Atheist United Chapter: 2nd Sundays, 

10:30 a.m.,  

Tee Room, 3100 Irvine Ave Newport Beach  

Contact Norman 310-408-8653 (cell).  

 

Atheists United San Fernando Valley: 3rd Thursday, 

6:30 p.m., Kountry Folks Restaurant,  

on Sepulveda Blvd. and Chase St.  

Contact Henry at 818-988-2806, after 5:00 p.m. 

http://atheists.meetup.com/614/  

 

San Diego New Atheists and Agnostics   

http://www.meetup.com/atheists-518/ 

Atheists United  Santa Clarita: 2nd Sundays, 11 a.m., 

at Greenhouse Café, 26586 Bouquet Cyn. Rd., Santa 

Clarita  http://atheists.meetup.com/670/  

 

Atheists United  South Bay/Torrance: 3rd Sundays, 

7p.m., At Marie Callender’s, 2979 Artesia Blvd, 

Redondo Beach   http://atheists.meetup.com/729/  

 

Atheists United   Ventura: 4th Mondays, 7pm, 

E.P. Foster Library, 651 E Main Street, Ventura.  

Contact Brian Parra for info: 805-794-4714, 

venturaatheists@yahoo.com 

http://atheists.meetup.com/494/  

 

Ventura “Freethought Parents Network”:  

Kids playgroup meets every Tuesday at 11am, 

Locations subject to change 

http://www.meetup.com/freethoughtparents/  

 

WestValley Secular Humanists: Last Sundays, 2 p.m.,  

Daphne’s Greek Café, 5780 Canoga Ave. Unit B, 

Woodland Hills 

http://secularhumanism.meetup.com/17/  

 

Enjoy reading the Secular 
Gazette? 

 
Subscribe using PayPal 

micropayments to the Secular 
Gazette for only $.99 an issue 

 
Go to 

www.freethoughtalliance.org 
to help us continue to bring you 

the most recent news in 
skepticism, atheism, science and 

church-state separation.  
 

 


